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To the Reader. : 


Hat which the Queen of 5/ela once affirmed before Sa/omon,is verytnie; 
The Inſtruments of God bleſſings are the arguments of his love : 1 King. 10.9. 
whence it is apparent that God did wondertully declare his terider love 
to the Church upon carth,in continually raiſing famous men, who like- 
burning lights in golden Candleſticks,did ſhine forth to the honour and glory of 
his Sanctuary. And as no age (fince the Apoſtlestime ) hath been fo glorious 
tor the light of truth,and the abundance of lights as the preſent; ſo I hope(with- 
out prejudice to any) our Bri2/1man of bleſſed memory, tor names ſake, may de- 
ſcrvedly tindea place among thoſe that were moſt famous inthis kinde; for tru- 
ly whilſt he lived hewas,as Chriſtfaid of John Papriſt, A burning and a ſhining light. 
He was famous in Preaching, and for his converſation making himſelfean ex- 
ample to the Church, by practiſing what he Preached , with: according to the 
rulcof his Doctrine, Yea, and that which is wondertall, this ligkt of ours being” 
cxtin&, ſtill ſhines brightly ; tor whar elſe is his 4poca/ps of the « Aporalps, but a 
Light ſhining in darke places £ for ſurely ſo myſterious is that parcell of Scripture, 
thar itisnot to be interpreted by wit, but by the Spirit of Divination. But 
our Brizht-man hath made ſuch plain interpretation thereof, 'tharthou mayeſt ea- 
fily behold the great myſtery of Iniquity of the Beaſt of Rome,as allo Gods grear 
mercy in calling the Jews. Andalthough many learned men have (to their | 
glory) ſpent their whole time in the interpreting this part of Scripture; yetthis_ 
our Author hath interpreted this and other moſt difticult places ; witneſle the 
Song of $9/omox and the latter part ofthe Prophecy of Daniel. © Concerning the 
Song of 7/omon, the Law of the Jewes is very well known,by whith young men 
under the age of thirty ( before which time they did not cnter into the Fricſt- | 
hood ) were intcrdicted to read it , leſt thoſe things which were myſtical - 
ly {ct ferth, ſhould by the ſwaying of their paſsions, be enterpreted in the worſt 

(cnſe, Butour Brighrman amongſt others that have deſerved well inthisalfo, 
cxpreſles every word ſpiritually, whereby thou maycſt receive Divine and hea-" | 
venly plealures, All things arc expounded with great labour,and applyed with 
great Judgement ; inſomuch, that in this new path , you may walk in the foot- 
iteps of the Spoule, Je/res Chriſt : oras the Jcws callit, enter the Sdanctum San- 

forum. | 
The Manner of his handling this Scripture, eſpecially inthe application,!s uni- 
verſall; for he held this prophecy to be'wondertully difficult , whence it is no *; 
marvell, ifſomedoubr whether he did attaine to the genuine interpretation of: 
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rr WHnorge diſtaſteful ro the Church of Chriſt, that the 1a- 
or thisher godly ſonne are p bliſhed in Print ,. whereby the Reader may 
EI ome gent knowledpy nthis myſtery :. he doth acknowledge 
tTlage bet þ4.5 ſt and his Church ; but in this he differs from the reſt 
thar what they concludeto be alwayes,he reſtrains to certain 
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ies. I confelle, herhatforſakes the ancient opinions of learnedand godly men, 
Lpropounds-to himſelfa new way;in which he walketh-all alone , may (in 
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DO man ers) bethoughr toerre; but becauſe ſometimes he that readeth un- 
*Gerſtanderh that ,” which the Prophets themſelves which Propheſied,itdidnor 
know; and becauſe our Brightman,tor his ſingular meckneſſe,humility,and god- 
- linefle, was thought. by them, amongſt whom he lived,and had to do, to be free. 
»from all manner of affection of Novelty ;.as alſo becauſe he is not {ingular in. 
his manner-of interpreting : for amongſt the Hebrewes, Aben Ezra. conceives the 
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- myſtery fiom «Abraham to the Meſias to be here ſet forth; And ſome amongſt 


At 


ugfromthe Mcſſias to the Churches freedome under Conflantine : And. in this 
- they all agree,that. ſome things are particularly. to beapphed. Andlaſtly,becauſe 
our Author doth not deſire credence inany thing, but where it may be grounded . 
- upon aſure foundation, therefore feare not, try all things 5 and holdfaſt that which 6. 
. good; The Eng the Prophets are ſubjet to the Prophets. 1Theſ,21.1 (or.14. 33+ 
* _ But admit this, Propheticall and particular application doth not pleaſe vou, . 
- yet. tebchold the whole.condition of the. Church from the time of Pau, till 
= time. {hall bee no_mare ;. and this ſet forth in aſhort and eaſic table, cannot 
| chooſe but be both profitable and delightfull unto thee. 

- Reader, I thought ge0d.to premiſe theſe things for thy ſake., and for the Au- 
* rhors.praiſe ;, (at which I chiefly aim) much more might be ſpoken, bur read the. 
> Author, who.in-the Explication of the firſt verſe, doth by way of Procme, admi- 
* rably ſcr. forth the authoriry,excellency,and uſe of this Song of Songs. 

E By. the way, praytake this caution, if you once enter the Portall, come not 
backuntill you have ſuryeyed the whole building, the curioſity of whale ſtru- 
- ure, ſurpaſſes my, expreſsion. < 

*  Ler God ſaſhinenpon us withthe light of his Countenance, that there may 
© alwayes bea Breghtmenin Britaine, to the ſetting forth of the glory of God in 
© his Sonne Jeſus Chriſt ; Farewell, | 
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A Table of the whole book, of CANTICLES, 
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/ Et him kifſe mee with the kiſſes of his thee hah eb __gs the flock , and feed thy kids by the © 
mouth : for thy love is better than | rents of the ſhepherds. : ; & 
wine, $ I have compared thee, O my love,to the troop of Hotſes' / 

2 Becauſe of rhe fayour of thy good] in the chariots of Pharaoh. 
- oyntments, thy name 4 45 an oyntment | 9 Thy cheeks are comely with rowes of ſtones , and thy 4 
wred out : therefore the virgins love| neck with chaines. 4 
hee. 10 Wee will make thee borders of gold with tuds of - 
3 Draw me,we will run after thee : the king hath brought| ſilver. ; 
me into his chambers : we will rejoyce andbegladin thee:| 11 Whiles the king was at his repaſt, my ſpikenard gave - 
we will remember thy love more than wine ; the righteous | the ſmell hereof. 


do love thee 12 My welbeloved 14s a bundle of mytrhe unto-me: he - 
4 1 am black,O daughters of Jeruſalem, but comely,as the | ſhall lye between my breaſts. | 
rents of Kedar, and as the curtains of Salomon. 13 My welbeloved 5 as a cluſter of camphire uhto me, im * 


5 Regard ye me norbecauſe 1 am black : for the ſun hath|the vines of Engedi. 
lookedupon me. The ſons of my mbther were angry againſt] 14 My love, behold;thou art faire, behold, thowart faize 
me : they made me the keeper of the vines : but I kept not | thine eyes ars like the doves. ? 
mine own vine. 1 5 My welbeloved-behold,thou art faire and pleaſant: al- : 
6 Shew me, O thow whom my ſoule loveth , where thou | ſo our bed is green: 
feedeſt, where thou lyeſt at noone: for why ſhould 1 be as 16 The beames of our houſe arecedars, our rafters are of 
ſhe that turneth alide to the lockes of thy companions ? | Fure. 
7 If thou know not, O thou the fairett among women,get 


A PRATER, 


Mercifull Father in Jeſus Chriſt, I beſeech thee beſtow thy holy Spirit for © 
a guide unto mc, to ſearch out th-{c thy hidden Myſteries, All the know- - * 
ledge of thy truth is exceeding delighttull and pleaſant : yea that which ſtands - * 
bctore the door,and offercthir ſelf treely to every one: how delicious then is'that * 
which thou haſt laid up,inthe inward treafuries, ſhut up with ſo many locks and * ? 
boits, that no mortall man can break through unto it,but he to whomthou wilt - 
vouchſafe an entrance for tine onely ſons ſake. Be preſent, ] beſeechthee,& thou - 
which haſt powred forth ficry tongues in times paſt upon thy ſervants.grant that 
1 may underftand the language of the Bridegroome and of the Bride, and may - 
declare their ſpeech purcly and holily to thy {ervants; to the glory of thy Name, - 
and the cduying of thine. Elc& , through our Lord ar 4 Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
AMEN, 
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The Analyiis, or Reſolntion. 


g 5 le Authorty of thus Seng 15 declared by the Inſcription. Then he proſecuteth his purpoſe im verſe, 4 which « wholy ; 
; mm deſcribing the condition of the Church, aſwell as it was levall : froni the time of David, to the death of Chr;ſt, im 
rhree fiſt chaprers , ,and to the 6 verſe of the'4 chapter. As allo, as it is Evangelicall unte the ſecond comming of Chriſt , 
ur fi end of the book, The Legall Church is ſet forth in a diver: {ortune » hich for plainneſſe ſake we divide into 3 tames. Firſd,.. » 
yolrat ut (bould be ill the Capermity , in the whele firſt Chapter,.nd the » firſt veiſes of theſecond. Secondly, what in the Captiei- 
3 14/Ufto the 1, verſe of the ſame Chapter, « Andafty,what tt ſborld be afierxard to us laſt abrogation or deſſolying , which ** 
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The fate of the Church, 


Crap ] 
Captrvity,beginning at bu Father David , he (heweth what condition that en; - 
hum, verſe 1-2. afterwards under himſelfe,verſe 3. And from thence what it ſbowld pom Ins ſonne prod apedar 4 © 


tothe's verſe of the 4 chapter. Before the 
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under Abjja and Aſa, verſ.9,r0, 11. under Jehoſaphat,verſ.12. under Jehoram, Ahaziah, Joaſh, Amaziah, Huz i- 
Ahaz,verſe 13. under —pa and 14. under Manaſles and Joſias, ver-15 and 1 I —_ 
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THE EXPOSITION. 


* Ver. 1. Let him k:ſe' me with the Li{ſes of 11s mount!) , for | 
thy love us better then wine. | 
*His Propheſie following, agreeth well neer in all things | 
| with that of Saint Iohnin the Revelaution. They fore- 
hew the ſame events in the like times. Andeither of them 
_direceth his courſe tothe ſame mack. They differ ſo much 
ur beginnings, as Salomon exceeded Ion in age. They allo 
fo ſomewhat, a divers manner of handling it. JTohnict- 
tech forth the ſtrifes and battells of the Church more at 
large) and exaQtly painteth out her enemies with a greatei 
> caution, or heed taking. But this Propheticall Paranymph 
- (6rniarriage maker) toucheth theſe things more ({paringly, 
= defirous onely to ſet forth the joyfull events of the Church, 
* hEſcarcely mentioneth at all any accidents , whereby this 
© nuptiall ſong might bee diſturbed : or at leaſt, ſo ſeaſoning 
 h&rtroubſes , that much pleaſure may alwayes appeare in 
- them. . 
*But firſt let us weigh the words, then let us ſee the Appli- | 
= cation : Kifles are ſometimes taken for faire,milde,and plca- 
ſanr words, as chidings and brawlings are compared to 
wounds, as Salomon ſaith, Prov. 27.6. The wounds of a lover 
are mpre faithfull then the flattering kiſſes of an enemy. The 
> Church then deſireth ro be infiructed with the words of her 
© Bridegroothe , which ſhe calleth kiſſes , as the moſt aſlured 
© pledges of the Bridegroomes love ; neither can any thing be 


ſhip of God before all Wine, Pſa! 1:2. 1. The King himſelf 
likewiſc in the ſweetneſle of linging ( a figure of the Bride- 
| groom, ) with diligence anddelire of Religion , ( one of the 
company of the faithfull ) did not he deſire one thing of the 
Lord, that be might dreell in the houſe of the Lord all the daye; 
of bis ife® Pſal.2 5.4. He manifeſtly confirmeth the Law of 
the mouth of. God,to be better to him, then many thouſands 
ot gold and filver. And his judgements to be tyeeter then 
honey to his mouth, P/al. 119.52.103. 
_ Verl. 2. Becauſe of the farvour of thy good ointments thy name 
us 45 omtment poured out, T herefore the virgins love thee. 

Here, with an clegant Per:phraſts, is ſet forth the conlide 
ration of the name of the Bridegroom,from the etfects;wholte 
force is weakned by the timilitude: For the ſenceis, Thy 
name 15 an omtment poured out, very well anſunering to the ſme! 
of thy omtments. Omtments ſignike the gift of the ſpirit : and 
the (ſmell of theſe gifts , is that fruit and ſweetnefle , which 
is received by the Commmumcation of them. Now-whereas the 
Chucch publiſheth the ointments of the Bridegroome,it pro- 
perly pertaineth untoChriſt, which is a moſt repleniſhed trea- 
lury of the intinitnes of all graces, Yet it is not to be doub- 
red,but here together with Chriſt, David his type may allo be 
beholden, who being repleniſhed withgreat abundance of 
moſt divine graces , breathed out their {weetneſle to Gods 
people which he governed. 


at 
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= compared with this love; thercfore ſhe preferreth it betore 
wine , which is chiefely eſteemed among thoſe things which 
> taſte moſt peaſantly : for the compariſons of this ſong are 
© taken from ſuch things which doe chiefely tickle up the ſen 
© ces; becauſe our infirmity is ſuch , that we commoaly teele 
no greater pleaſure in this life , then in thoſe things which 
© pertaine to theſe inferior ſences. This is the ſum ; the com- 
© pany of the faithfull do chiefely defire to be altogether over- 
whelmed in a moſt familiar converſation with Chriſt , and 
to bee moſt plentifully inſtructed with the words of his 
mourh - which they confirme to be the greateſt pleaſure that 
can be. Now for the Application. Salomon beginneth from 
the Church of his time, and ſheweth the face of it as it was 
inthe Raigne of his father Dvd, in this and the next verſe. 
Chriſt then by the mouth of D.vd(bearing his Type ) kifled 
the Church, inſtruing it with moſt ſweet Odes, Pjalmes and 
Songs,wherein that time was moſt excellent aboye all others. 
David is called the ſweet ſinger of 1/rael by the Teſtimony 
of the Epirit, 2 Sam. 23.1. Whereof the book of Pſalines 
is a plentifull wirneffe, Solomon alſo compoſed 1005. 
ſongs , but very few of them are recorded in the Sacred 
Treaſury. 
The Prophets, which were many then , andat other times, 
did chide very often ; but notkiſſe:; They reproved ſinnes, 
they thundred out Judgements , they terrified with threat- 
nings : whereas this ſweet ſinger of 1/rae{,powred out almoſt 
nothing but prayers,thankſgivings, promites,and Exhortati- 
ons : worthily were theſe the times of kiſſing and imbracing: 
Chiefly, if yee adde allthat care and diligence , which he ap- 
plyed to ordaine the worſhip. of God moſt fitly , 1 Chron. 2 3. 
ec. With theſe kiſſes , which even burned with love of the 
Civige word,and of all piety , the people had then no leſſe de- 
fire to beimbraced ( if eyer at any a} David rejoyced , 
when they ſard unto him , Let us go into the houſe of the Lord. 
And ſeeing the readineſle of the people , prefertiug the wor- 
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He was a man after Gods own heart, by whoſe example the 
Kings foilowing are commended. He was ordained to be the 
anomted of the God of Iacob, 2 Sam. 23. 1. God anomtmg hum 
Tmith his holy ole, Pſal.s 9.21. Neither was it without cauſe, 
that he was three times anonted. Firſt privately by Samuzcl, ſe- 
condly by his own Tribe.thirdly by all Tſrct : whereas the 0- 
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| ther Kings were onely anointed but once. Whence that 


name is worthily given him, Pſal.z.2. The Kings of the cart!» 
ſtand ut, and the rulers take cornſell together, againſt the Lurd, 
ond agarmſt is anointed. Wherefore, in theſe words Solomon 
declareth the happineſſe of thoſe times, which hada King ſo 
wel! furniſhed with all the gifts of the ſpirit. 

The virgins are the citizens of the Church , that people of 
God,which obeyed his government,who therefore loyed this 
King exceedingly, becaule they faw him anointed of God , 
and enriched with ſuch notable and excellent gifts. The 
love of the virgins firſt ſhewed it ſelf , when Saul perſecuted 
David, Secondly in his two years wars with 7(bbyſbeth, and 
thirdly in Abſolons conſpiracy,when the true citizens divine- 
ly ſmelling the Odony of the annointed King, could not bee 
terrified by any dangers , from cleaving to him with a firme 
minde. So ſhort,bur lively , is the image of the Church in 
Davids raigne : Notable in kiſſes: In the figurative Meſ9:45: 
In the peoples deſire of ghofe kiſſes , and the love of the vir- 
gins in the true Subjects, a moſt happy Kingdome wierein 
theſe foure reigned. 

VerCl. 3. Drarv me , we will runne after thee. The King hath 
brought me into h1s Chambers : wee will rejoyce and bee lad m 
thee : we will remember thy love more then wme ; the righteous 
doe love thee. : 

In this one little verſe, Solomon intreateth of the Church 
during his ragine , whoſe whole condition is divided into fixe 
members. ; 

Firſt,the King drawing by his example,and the ſpirit work- 
ing together in the faithtull. The firſt authority ot his raigne 

an- 
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C:40,1, 
began with the publiſhed meeting at Gibeon, 2 Chron. 1.2. Of 


what force was this attration ? There followed moſt calme 
peace,ſuch abundance ofwealth as no where the like:wiſdom 
almoſt more then mortall. Glory which amazed all other 
Kings: and{which exceeded all) a bcholding next unto God, 
Thele were enough to have drawn the moſt unwilling. But the 
people folowed willingly : We will run(fay they; after thee. 

Secondly here is taught , that the people drawn by the 
Kings example,do flye witha fwift conſe ; He commanded 
the meeting at G:veen : they fiocked thither in great troopes, 
1 Chron:1.13. 

Thitdly.the chamber,whereinto the Bride is brought : was 
that moſt magniticentTemple built by Solomon. This houſe 1s 
the inner chamber; nay rather the couch and bed{as it is at- 
trerward called) wherein the Bridegroom converleth with the 
Bride moſt familtarly : whither fylomon brought the Church, 
when for her fake he buile and adorned it fo beautifully ; and 
eſpecially by drawing the people into the Temple, on the day 
wherein he dedicated the houte, going betore them with ſa- 
crifices, praycr and thankſgiving, as i K1gs. 8. through the 
whole chapter. 

Fourthlv,and fiftly is declared , how joyfull all the people 
were of thoſe things, lo happily begun and continued for ma- 
ny Y CAS. 

Laſtly he ſaid, the upright love the, 
tion the upright, as though there were any 1n thoſe tymes 
whole hearts were not ſincere and found * yerily he {cemeth 
by thete words io paſle over privily thole blefled times to a 
focrowfull talling away. We know how grieveoufly Solymon 
fell in the laſl years of his reign,by bringing in ſtrange wives 
1 K-n1g.1t. His heart was not found towards the Lord, but he 
followed Avtaroh and Milcom , and built an high place tor 
(':1n10fþ and Molech. But did nor many of i115 flatteriny cou! 
tiers run betore, whither they ſaw the King ready to decline? 
But the faithifull and upright in heart, remained firm 1the 
uh, how!cever deltitute of the Kings authority. Here 
hen we may behold the beginning and middle or his raigne 
very p\cafant The King leading,the people follow:ng, The 
Femple built moſt magnificently, the great mirth and rejoy- 

ing otall men. But the moſt part in the end weie de 
jet the love of the upright was conſtant, though m 
wav to Idoatry. 

Verſl. 4. 1 am black, brit comely ( O ye daughter; of Teru- 

mm) as the Tents of Kedar : as the Cirtams of Selomen. 
Having ſpoken before ot the flouriſhing eſtate of the 
arch: now the withering age followeth , which is who!l; 
ophe:icail,and to are all the reſt which follow. Brivhtneſle 

| 1ght are tokens of imirth and gladnefle,and are ſo uſed an 
the Scriptures. Biack and darknelle are applied ro griet« 2nd 
mourning. And truly there hapned mouinfull times pre- 
ently atier Solomon, when his fonne Reboboun by an undi\- 
crect anſwer,drave ten Tribes from the Church. No maryell 
then if ſhe mourned in black :a matter ſo full of offence,that 
ir might make the ſtrongeſt to ftagger,and the weak to fall al- 
together ; wherefore leaſt any ſhould ſplir his ſhip againſt 
this Rock,the whole rage of that time, 15 not deſcribed in a 
word, as betore,bur in full five verſes. He beginneth ar the 
jallivg away of the Tribes, wherea great alteration hapned, 
a:well inthe Church as in the Kingdom. The Church affairs 
a'e firſt de-larcd briefly in this verſe, afterwards ſeverally in 
the G6, 7.ands. verles, The ſtate of the Kingdome in the 
9 vecſe., As concerning the briefe explication. 

Tie Church confeſleth her ſelf made brown and black by 
the loke of her children , and much of her former beauty; 
Thetwo fimilitudes in the end ſeem to agre with the two di- 
ſtint members in the beginning of the verſe , I.:tm black as 
th: Tents of Kedar : but comely as the Curta'ns of Solomen. The 
Kedarens are Arabians , living in hair-cloth Tents , made of 
__Goats hair. Solimns, chap, 45. which they carried with them 

whither they would. Pliny lib. 6.cap.28, But the cugtains of 
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Ffolomon were ſuch as did not only exceed the Kedaren/ 
cloth by almoſt infinite degrees , but alſo Fay le 
bode ; wkence the Jews figuratively uſed them for every 
of the houſe,as with Terenuahy chap. 4. 20, Suddemly are 
Tents ſpoile4,and my curtains m a moment. This alſo G 
that he wrote this ſong after his repentance ; for if he had” 
known theſe things before his fall, A prophet needed nor to © 
have been ſent ro admoniſh him of renting the Kingdome * 
from him, and gromg it to hu ſervant, 1 Kings 11.11. - i 
Verſ. 5. Look nat upon me becauſe Tan Hack , becauſe ther 
ſunne hath looked upon me : my mothers cluldren were angry 
1th me ; They made me the keeper of the vineyards : but muy? 
mm vineyard have I not kept. 
In this verſe is a ſpeciall deſcription of the two Tribes , as 
there is of che other, and in the two verſes following. In this 
verſcin the firſt words, he preventeth the contempt whicts 
might be objeted ; and then ſheweth the cauſes of her cala- 
mity. Look not «pon me( faith ſhe} that i5to ſay, behold me 
not diſdainfully ; which words do not onely command, but 
alſo forete!l in what eſtimation ſhe ſhould be among her own» 
people. The cauſes are three ; firſt the principall: becauſe the 
Sunhath loo! ed aton me, that iS, heaven hath inflicted this 
calamity on me, as God hath threatned it before, 1 Kings 11, 
11.30, and 3t. And Rehoboam regarding not the hand that 
(mote him heareth of \ hemama. The fnch the-Lord thu thime 
w from m2,1 Kmegs 12 24. The wrath of God is here very well 
deſcribed by the heat of the ſunne. 
Secondly , the inflirumentall cauſe , My mothers ch-ldren, 
not only by kindred, but alſo by Religion ) being grievoully 
oftended at me. have broken of their former conjunction with 
me and conlulting private'y by themſelves,are altogether le- 
parated from mine acquaintance. Sce the Hiltory, 1 Rugs 
12.16.C>0., The third cauſe giveth occafion to the former” 
cauſes, They rele me the kee pr of the vineyards but mime own 
; Vane yard hav. I 204 hett , do You ask the cauſe, why God and 
her brethren were ſo offended ? Thus ic was. The chiefe au- 
!thority deferred rothe Tribe of Ina , both by Gods decrees 
'and the conſent of their brethren , was i!l adminittred by hex? 
[The Lords vineyaid was committed to her to be kept : Fore 
; L»(prfed the tent of Toſeph , and choſe not the Tribe of Ephraums 
ut chote the Tribe of Inda. even mount Ston nhom he loved, Pſ. 
28.67,68. yet through £:/omons Idolatry, and defiling Gods 
worſhip (by the juſt judgement of God) the other Tribes were 
tended at Ti94.t , and by ſeparating themſelves made the- 
Church deformed and polluted. | 
Vert. 6. Te {l me '0 thou whom my ſoule loveth ) nhere y 
| fer deft , nhere theo mak-/t thy flock to reſt at Noon : forn YJ 
| þ wid I bee as one that 1s vailed by the flockes of thy compa- 
Lmons © 
| Having ſpoken of the ſtate of Religion m the two Tribes, 
|:ow,and for what cauſe they were afflicted ; Now he ſpeakes 
'of the ſcattered reliques in the other ten. This verſe con- 
\taineth a queſtion of the beloved.and the next;the Lovers an- 
wer. This hath a petition in the firſt part , and an inquiry 1n 
'thereſt; The Fetition ſheweth the great carc of the godly ; 
their minds were inwardly inflamed with his love, Though he 
| were out of their ſight. They ask of him himſelf (but whom 
(ſhould they ask elſe ) where he is whom they feck. They 
| «new he was alwayes in heaven 3 but not without cauſe they 
| doubred where he fed and folded his flock on earth. They 
(aw their brethren falne away from Iudah , yet they knew 
|there was neither God,, nor Prieſthood , nor Law in Iſrael , 
'2 Chro.25. 3.The queſtion is, Why ſbould T be as one that 18 cc 
| vered among the flocks of thy compamens ? A woman veiled or 
coyered,is taken for a Whore,as Gen.38.14. Their manner 
was to cover themſelves : It is alſo much uſed in mourning 
as the Leaper was commanded , Levit. 1 3.45.and Mich..7, 
It ſignifieth in this place, as if he ſhould ſay , Why ſhould I 
be like awoman, pining my ſelf with grief and ſorrow,in be- 
holding the wicked Idolatry of the Iſraclites > Why Dogs I 3 
| live _ 
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ang theſe Idolaters ? Where Lam inforced to hide and 
wer my cif, nordaringto ſpeak what I chink? ltis to be 
obſerved," rhat' rhe ſeducers of the people , are called his fel- 
wan 0 . ; 
'bya true name, but by ceaſon of their amburi- 
y they boaſted to be equall to th high Shepherd , 
Pandcarried themſelves as his fellowes. For the ten Tribes 
* had forſaken the true God, and coyned a new Religion 
—atrheirpleaſure , as yet they had the ſame right which the 
* chiefe $ rd had , to make laws for their flocks , how 
God ſhould be worſhipped of them. As the Pope now boaſt- 
*erhto be Chriſfts fellow, making new Religions, with puniſh- 
"> ment inflitedon thoſe which obſerve rhem not. Such was the 
pride of Teroboam and the other Iji-ael:tes , who would be fel- 
- Jows with him,to whom all are ſeryants. 
* y Verl. 7. If thou know not (0 thou faireſt amony women) g1: 
* "thy nay forth by the footfteps of thy flock, and feed thy Kids b.- 
l Get s zeards Tents. 
2 is is the atſiver of the Bridegroome, comforting his be- 
© Jovedin hergriefe ; who (whileſt ſhe, which was defiled with 
* ſuch deformity) was adjudged by him to be the faicett of wo-| 
-, men,androexcell all other congregations in the world. Fo 
although theſe reliques lurked here and there in the King- 
See feroboam , yet made they but one Church with the 
two Tribes. Then he ſhewes her the path where ſhe ſhould 
' g9,andwith his finger pointeth co the paſtures where he reſt- 
" ed whom ſhe ſought. The flock are the two Tribes, among 
whom the Church was more apparant : the Kids are the [cat- 
tered reliques of the I/rachites. When ie appointed them 
paiture beſides rhe Shepheards Tents , he bids them goe jnto 
Idea, and worſhip the Lord , after the inſtitution of the true 
Prieſts. 
Yerl. 8. Ihtve compared thee (O my Love) tomy Mare, or 
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to my Troofe of horſes in Pharaohs Chariots. 

This comparing of his Loveto a Mare , may ſeem a grofſe 
*fimilitude to diftreſſed Lovers , but to the Couniell of the; 
Epirit moſt ſweer and Divine. 

© We have ſeen in what caſe Religion was, aſwell among the| 
two Tribes, as among the diſperſed reliques. This one verte| 
toucheth the Civil ſtate,what can be more ſervile, then to be 
joyned like a Horfe to a Chariot, to draw therein at the Dri- 
* yers pleaſure,and againſt thy will to endure the Harnefle, the 
Bridle and the Whip ? Such was the condition of that King- 
- dome , by whoſe 2id and ſuccour his Love was protected. For 
in the fifth year of the reigne of Rehoboam , when they had 
alittle breathed after their former troublgs, Shijbak the king 
of Egypt made war upon themhaving twelye hundred Chari-| 
barecy great Hoſie, Heetooxe many fenced Citics,| 
and had procceded to the utter waſting of the Land , had not 
the Lord at the length pittied them,and turned away the rage 
of his wrath from Jeruſalemsſo that hewonld not utterly de- 
ſcoy it, but onely bring it in bondage to the Egyptians. ' As 
he ith by the Prophet Shemaiah,2 Chron.12.8,9. Neverthe- 
eſſe,they ſhall be h1s ſervants , that they may knon my ſervice, 
end the ſervice of the Kingdomes of the countries. This Shiſhak, 
entring into the City , took away the treaſures of the Houſe 
of the Lord, and the treaſures of the Kings houſe: he carried 
away alſo the ſhields of Gold which Solomon had made. Be- 
hold the Church now like a Mare inthe Chariots of Pha- 
/ya0b. The drawing Mare betokeneth ſervitude : The Chart, 
that they ſhould be compelled untoir by war. Pharaoh (by a 
common name) the King whom they ſhould ſerve, how brief 
andplain it is deſcribed? yet, leſt the Saints ſhould faint al- 
together under the weight of ſuch calamity,their comfort is, 
that he called her his Mare,as if he ſhould ſay,although I de- 
liver thee over to Shiſhak,, yet underſtand , I have a care of 
thee. Ido challenge thee for mine own, and thou ſhalt bee 
ſafe under my protettion. Note that he, whom the holy Scrip- 


ture callecth S/1ſhik, is called by prophane Writers Sterooſrs: 
And he joyned kings together to draw his Chariot > Died. fic 


Caie.1. 

Verſ. 9. Thy cheely are comely with Turtles,or with rows of 
Terels, thy neck nith chaines of Gold. 

We heard in the Analyſis; that this , and the two next ver- 
ſes, did belong tothe Kingdome of A4bijah and Aſa. Abijth 
ruled but awhile, and therefore no great variety of matter 
hapned in his time: therefore that which is common to both, 
is delivered in the beginning of this verſe , but that which 
concerneth the affairs of 4a, is afterwards ſet forth more ac 
large. The Tewels like Turtles, betoken chaſtity and careful- 
:elle: The two Cheeks are the moſt conipicuous parts of tl:* 
body ; theſe were the Tribes of Iuda and Bemamin , in whon 
the Church at that time was chiefly known unro men. Thi 
chaſtity and carefulneſle appeared firſt in.{br14/,who makin 
warre with Teroboam , endeavoured with gentle ſpcech to cal! 
back the ten Tribes from their wicked purpoſe, warning then 
of their falling away from God. There are with you! ſaith he 
Golden Calves ,nhich Ieroboam mate you for gods ; but we hav? 
the Lor our God,nhom we have not Grſaken ; and the Prieſt; 
much aunſter unto the Lord , are the ſonnes of Aaron , 11 the 
Levites wa't w90n thety buſmneſſe,2 Chron. 13.3. 10, exc. for a! 
though this integrity was not pure without any pollution , as 
appeareth, 1 Kmgs 15.3. yet was it Turtle-like chaſtity to 
that filthy whoredome of the Iſraelites : ſo when Abriah and 
the two Tribes were beſet both behind and before, rhey crycd 
unto the Lord, Behold the voice of Turtles , carefull, doubt- 
lefle in ſogreat a ſtrait,but adorned with holinefle as with Je 
wels ; the Lord heard them,and ſtroke Teroboam, and all I/ 
rect before 4b::ah and Tudah, with a great Naughter, 2 Chron. 
13-1415. $0 A/a beſet withalmoſt infinite hoſts of Zeral 
the £:/19pi4;n,called upon the Lord, in the voice of a Tuttie. 
layiog , It « nething for thee to help, either with many , or with) 
them that have no poxer ; help us, O Lord our God, for me reſt 
on thee, and 111 thy name we ger apa this multitude ; © Lord, 
thou art wr God, let not man prevaile atainſt thee. Whereby 
the enemies were put to flight, and the Church greatly in- 
riched with their ſpoiles,z Chron.14.11,&c. 

Verſ. 10. Wee will make the borders of Gold :th ſtuds of * 
Silver. 

The Spirit proceedeth to ſhaw the condition of the Church 
under 4. , that he might give her yei a mo © comely orna- 
ment, as 1t 15 declared by the taking counſel! of . +: ing the 
Srowvfe; we mill make thee {Caith he) boriders of Goa ; that is, 
wont to be better , which 1s brought to paſle by the conjo, 
ned ſtudies of many , then that which is done by one alone, 
Furthermore , Gold is now alio added, no lefle excellent in 
the !:ngular workmanſkip, then in the price it ſelfe, for it 
ſhould be chequered with filver ſtuds. Tis did openly fore- 
ſhew that conſtrained meeting of the Kingdome by Aja; and 
and that conſultation made by the common conſent of the 
people,and of all orders in the fifteenth year of his reigne, of 
taking away all abominable gods our of the whole Land of 
Inda and Bemamm ; and a penalty impoſed on him that 
would not ſeek the Lord,z Chron.15.9,10. c>c. - 

Now was order taken for adorning the ſpouſe, not by the 
Kings authority alone, but by the decree of all orders. And 
that Reformation which was begun, in the beginning 
of his reigne,was now more fully grown to a ripeneſſe. The 
filver ſtuds were that faithfull executing of the decree,where- 
by the Kings grand-mother Mahyks was put from her regen- 
cy for her horrible idolatry.z Chron.15.16. 

Verſ. 11. Whuleſt the Kimg nas at his repaſt , my Spikenard 
gave the ſmell thereof. 

Yee have heard before that the gifis of the ſpirit,are ſha- 
dowed by ointments : and Spikenard (which is chiefamong 
ointments ) rightly betokeneth the moſt excellent pifts. 
Therefore while the King ſate,the ſpouſe as it were opening a 
Box, perfumed all the neighbour-hood , with breathing out 
moſt holy praces. 

But if any ask who the Prophet ſaith ſat at this repaſt ? Be- 
ewes and 


 UbT.pag.37 m2 3. 


« 


| hold King 4 , compalled with a large garland of 


I [ſraelues , 


wider Aſa and Jehoſhaphat. % 


made borders of gold with fully ſhine,when by the teſtimony of the ſpirit it ſel;the 
as made: but what! had not been in Ter»ſalem ſince the dayes of Solomon, 2 Op 1. 
30.26. But were there ..ot dove-like eyes , which when hee 
conſidered their wanton lookes even towards the 
Serpent,hee commanded it to bee broken, though it had 
Law.As concerning the ſmell of the Sprkenard: how pleaſant | Goos own ordinance , and an execellent Monument of for © 
was it to make a covenant among ſo many people, toworſhip |mer memory , 2 Kmgs 18.4. Loe here excellent chaſti:y 
the Lord;with all their heart,and with all their minde. Many | joyned with like wiſdom. 
of Evbraim, Manaſſes and Stmeon,ftirred up by the lweetnefle | Verſ.15. My nelbeloved , behold thou art fair and pleaſant? 
of this ſmell. clave ro 47, lecing the Lord h1s Godto b with , Alſo our B:d «4 green. 
him;&c. As it is ſaid,z Chron.15.9. Therctore whatſoever is | How coherent is this praiſe ? which aſwell infiruteth the 
ſoken of the Church in the raignof Aſz is contained in| minde in knowledge,as it endueth the heart with Religion.le 
theſe 3.!ittle verſes, | is one thing for us to be thankfull ro Chriſt, & another thi 
Verſ.12. My melbeloved 1s as 4 bundle of My, rrhe unto me : | for Chriſt ro be thankfullto us. He accounts us thankfull 
Je (ball lie betneen my breaſts. | reaſon of eletion, we feel not him ſweet and pleaſant, before 
Perein are three things fignified : ſweetnefle of knowledge | we be called to the knowledge of the truth: and our hearts be 
by Myrbe: Adminiſtration of doctrine by breaſts: & the quiet | kindled with a deſire of godlineſſe. but if any godly one deſire 
and continuall aſe thereof by lying or reſting. All which con- | ro know the ſtate of the Church after the death of HeZekyas, 
cerne the times of Irhoſharhat : who betides that care of pre- | the Bridedeclareth it in commendations of the Bridegroons. 
ſerving the chaſte and pure Religion which he had received \ She then flouriſheth , when ſhe may freely behold and ſet 
of his tather , he was alfo excellent in the ſtudy of reaching, | forth the beauty of her beloved , which verily hapned in the 
ſending governours and Levites , with the book of the law to | time of Toſtas,in whoſe excellent ſanftity the Church ſaw the 
4!l the cities of Iuda and Benjummythat they might teach the | {weetnefle of her beloved , 2 Chron.z4. and 35. Ar lixteene 
people,the will ofGod,z Chy 15.7,8,9.He allo appointed Jud- | years of aye he began to ſeek the God of his father Dawd, 
ves through a!l the fenced cities,and in ſ ru falem ,of theLevi- four years atter, tocleer Ind and Iern/alem from the bigh 
:e5s & Prieſts,and elders of the families.for the judgements of ; places and the groves : and from carved and molten images , 
the Lord,and for controverſies:which Judges were as breaits, ' 2 Chron 34.3 Religion adorneth every age, but eſpecially that 
yeelding the pleaſant knowledge of Gods will. And alio 1e- [tender age atwell for the preſent and unexpected ripenes of 
hoſbaphat diligently labouring that each one nould pertoim ' it , as tor a greater hope thereof in time to come. 
his duty holily and faithfully) ſhewed a lively image of the | But the latter part of the verſe , declareth more fully the 
Bridegroom, lying between the breaſts of his love , 2 Chron. {Hiſtory of ManafJes and 4mmon. Al/o our bed s green. The 
19.556. c>c. This reſting was only called a provocation , be- | Kings chamber (before ſtgnitied the Temple. Neitheris it1o 
caule that ſince the Kingdom was rent under Rehoboam , a | be doubted, bur (Bed) is here uſed for the ſame,which is wont 
grieyous darknes covered the Church , howloever it ſeemed | to be placed in the more inward and privy Chamber, where 
more pleaſant at one time thenat another, yet this reſt was, the godly may injoy Chriſt moſt familiarly. This Bed waxeth 
quiet , becauſe the fear of the Lord fell upon all the king- | green like the meadowes , in the beginning of the ſpring, 
doms of the lands that were round about Tudz , that they | whoſe beautie the winter had defaced ; if they had alwayes 
Mould nor fight againſt Ichoſeaphat. The Philiftians alſo | kept theirgreenneſle, it had been unneceſſary to make men» 
brought tribute, and the Arabrans flocks, 2 Chron.1 7.10.11.|tionofit., Andif Ioſtas had ſucceeded next after HeYekias, 
the Moabites made war againſt them , but were ſoon over- | it had been as ſuperfluous ro make mention of the Temples 
come.After which they rezurned to their former reſt,z C/ron. | louriſhing.as of green grafle in ſummer. The words then de- 


CHar. l. 

Tfraelites,in 5 aſſembly , where he 
ſſuds of filver,: Chro.1s 9.10.A covenant w | 
mirth of a banquet could be compared with this delight?Fur- 
thermore the joy in ſacrificing({which was great at that time) 
had the holy pleaſure of banqueting conjoyned ro ut by the 
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20.29,30. plcaſant then was that reſt which was moleſted by 
no troubles. 

Verſ.13. Mynelbeloved js as a cluſtre of Camphire unto me, 
mm the vines of Engede. 

Ia theſe words is excellently declared what next ſucceeded 
Teho(baphat : in the times of Iehoram, Ahax:, T oaſÞ, Amaxaz 
Huxxia , Tiham and AbaY , whereof ſome were apparently 
wicked, ſome obſcurely godly ; he ſtayeth nor to remember 
them all ſeverally (leaſt he ſhould thereby pollute the mar- 
riage Feaſt, and cauſe thegueſts roloath the banquet } but 
briefly binds them up altogether ina bundle. And where he 
addeth inthe end , in the vines of Hengad:: he teacheth , that 
this company ſhould ſpring up in the middeſt of the chiefe 
Princes, who for their pleaſant and plentiful! fruit, may wor- 


Toſtas, between whom this cluſter of Camplnre with their ber- 
ries, ſprung up among the vines. 

Verſ.14. My love, behold thou art fair , behold thou art fair: 
T hine eyes are liky the doves. 

The doubling of the words , declared her excellent beauty, 
eſpecially with the Hebrens , who uſe it familiarly for Super- 
latives. Theeyes of Doves are chaſte and ſhamefaced, which 
wander not hither and thither to ſeek new loves. Such is the 
chaſtity of the Church , when as contented with one true 
God, ſhe turneth not her eyes to idols, or any other invented 


worſhip. Theſe things then undoubtedly pertain to Hexe-| for couples of the houſes which the Kings of Inde had de- 
kiah , which reſtored true and pure Religion to the Church, | ſtroyed, 2 Chron. 34.3. Worthily was it now foretold that the 
caſting out all Idolatry. Then truly the Church did wonder- | beames ſhould be of cedar , when the building was ſet for- 
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| of God , deſirous to leave the Red green, which he kad found 
| grievouſly rent and torne with ſtores and rempeſt , 2 Chron. 


. . . | 
thily be compazed to moſt fruitfull vines. Now the Princes | 


before them,were Aſa and Tehoſhaphat ; after, Hexekrah and' clared by the green bed , for firſt the graſle 15 green which 


clare aſwel that winter which miſerably aflited the Church 
under Manaſſes and Ammen , which ſhook off altogether the 
flowers of godlineſle, andexpoled Ciriſts Bed to all injuries 
and tempeſtuous ſtormes , 2 Chron.z3. As alſo the pleaſant- 
neſle of a milder time,under 79ſt .c5 , who beautifully repaired 
the winters ſpoiles. And the event very well anſwered the 
propheſie , for the purity of Religion was the firſt care of Io» 
ftas , when he was yet achilde : but afterin the eighteeneth 
| year of his reigue he applied his minde to re-edifie the houſe 


34. CC. 
Verſ.1 6. The beames of our houſe are of Cedar , our Rafſters 
are of Firre. 

This more fully ſers forth that which was begun before,de- 


afterward ariſeth into a ſtalk , & forthwith groweth till in the 
endit come to its full ripeneſſe. The infancy of Tofrias was 
pleaſant, but his riper age yeelded more pleaſant fruit, where- 
of there was hope , even from his cradle. He ſent Shaphans 
Maaſeiah, and Toah to repaire the houſe of the Lord his God. 
He gathered mony of the Tribes of Manaſſes and Ephraim , 
and all the reſt of 1/rael , and of all Inda and Bewmanumn to re» 
paire the common houſe of the Bridegroom and the Bride 
Wherein they might mutually delight themſelves ; He gate 
workmen and builders to hew ſione and timber for beams, & 
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: þ fuch coft , care and diligence, whereby the firſt 
of it might in ſome ſort appear , though perhaps it 
not fully be reſtored, dns cteobon the 


- Eirch was tolerable, oftentimes afflicted with many miſe- 
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ries,but now and then refreſhed again,when religious princes 
ruled. The following times were more ſubject ro calamities; 
To which deſeryedly a new chapter is given , bringing new 
fortune with it. 


C 


Am the roſe of the field ,and the lillie of the valleyes. 


H A 


the daughters. 
3 
fo «my welbeloved among the ſons of men: under his ſhadow | 
had I delight,and ſate downe : & his fruit was ſweet unte my 

mouth. | | 
4 Hebrought me into the wine cellar , and love ms his! 
banner over me. 
s Stay me with flagons , and comfort me with apples ; for 

I am fick of love. | 
6 His left hand «« under mine head,and his right hand doth 
embrace me. 

7 1 charge you, O danghters of Jeruſalem,by the roes and 

by the hindes of the field , that ye ſtir not up , nor waken my 
love unti!l he pleaſe. 


1 


| 


leaping by the mount aznes, and skipping by the hills. 

9 My welbeloved is like a roe , or a young hart : loe, he 
Rtandeth behinde 04:: wall, lookin 
ſhewing himſclf chorow the grates. 
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| 
$ Ii: the voice of my welbeloved : behold , he cometh 


LE. 


10 Mywelbeloved ſpake and ſaid unto me, Ariſe my loye 


P, 


2 Likealillie among the thornes , fo :«* my love among | my fair one, and come thy way. 


11 For behold , winter is paſt : the rain is changed, and is 


Like the apple tree among the trees of the forreſt ,) gone away. 


x7 
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The flowers appear in the earth : the time of the ſing- 
ing of buds 15 come,and the yoice of the turtle is heard in ous 
land. 

13 The figtree hath brought forth her young figs : and the 
vines with theory tmall grapes have caſt a ſayour : atile my 
loye, my fair one, and come away. ; 

14 My dove that art in the holes of the rock, in the ſecret 
places of the ſtaires , ſhew me thy light , let mee hear thy 
voice : for thy voice 15 Iweet , and thy light comely. 

its Take us the foxes, the hittle foxes , which deltioy the 
vincs : for our vines have ſmall grapes. 

16 My welbeloved 5 mine, and 1 am his : hee feedeth 
among the litlies , 

1- Untill the day break , and the ſhadowes flee away t 
returne , my welbeloved, and belike a roe, or 2a young hart 


o 

} 
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g forth of the wigdowes, upon the mountaines of Bether. 
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Verſ. r. 1 am the Roſe of the field , a4 the Lillie of the 
vallies, 

Is this complaint the Church declareth her calamity , as if 

ſhee ſhould ſay: 1 ſmell moſt ſweetly as F Roſe, & am moſt 
beautifull as the Lillie ; yet to the Cropping and trampling 
on of every one, lie no leſic open then the lowers in the val- 
leyes, and thoſe which grow in paſture grounds. My wall is 
broken down, my hedge pluckt up by the root, and every one 
Feedeth on my beauty at plcaſure , as the Herds on the graſſe 
in the fields. Yet 1 deſpaire not in theſe aſflitions , being al- 
ſured, that to my Beloved I am moſt ſweet and pleaſant. And 


le 
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Courtiers and the Mightier men of the Countrey. -Rut moſt 
apparantly under Zedechras , in whoſe raigne , Jeruſalem was 
taken and miſerably ſpoiled. The Temple burnt, the houſes 
puld down , the walles overturned , the City made equall to 
theground , and the people ( pilled from their Countrey 
ſeats,' carried Captive into bondage: as free libertie given to 
the enemic of making havock in the Church , as inthe open 
fields. The enemy hath ſtretched out his hand , ( Lamenteth 
Jeremy, Chap.1.10.) upon all her pleaſant things, for ſbe hath 
ſeen, (xc. 

Verſ.z. Like a Lillie among the thorns, Sois my Love among 


ſo'is the Church wont to be, who is never ſo much cat down, 
but is now and then lifted up and refreſhed , by thinking on 
the excellencie whichGod hath beſtowed on her.Thoſe times 
which followed the reſtoring of the Temple by Ioſras , do 
teach us that this complaint was juſt. Ficſt , Toſeu5 himſelf, a 
moſt pleaſant flower of piety , ſweeter then any Roſe , was 
eropped by Pharauh Neco,and ſlain at Megiddo, TehoahaJ his 
ſon when he had raigned onely three moneths, was carried 
away Captive by the ſame Pharaoh , and the Countrey made 
eriburary. Teho\akim ſerved Nebuchadne Yar, T1chojaxm allo 
after three moneths Raigne was carried wto exile with hi 


| the daughters. 

| The Bridegroome anſ{wereth the former complaint , and 
[teacheth plainly how his beloved is not deſtitute of that 
comfort which ' Gre thor ſhe wanted : If ſhe would truly 
conſiderthat. He acknowledgeth her to be a Lilly , naked of 


| her former fences , expoſed to th- prey as in the open fields : 


Yet not void of all ſuccour, but as it were , ſo guarded every 
where with a thick hedye of Briers and Buſhes , that neither 
the herds of Cattell, nor the wilde beaſts could approach to 
do her injutie: For the ſimilitude doth not onely ſet forth her 


R 
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excellency , but chiefly her ſuccour and ſafery, That the 


> 4 
. 


8 [4 0 
- 4 r 

| a þ 
. 


of «Ih before the | | mY 
Church ſhould certainly be preſerved ſafe and ſonnd, remain-] corretions , towards his Church with fuch gentleneſle , | 
ing in the midſt of her Enemies , and that ſhee ſhould bee no | when they thinke themſelves, as it were , overwhelmed 
lefle defended by her very enemies , then Alowers are wont tO | buried in the grave,yet there they finde wine and great pler 
be among the thornes , who beſet them about with pricking | of delights. | 
branches. It is manifeſt that the Church made triall of this | Verl.g. Stay me 1 
comfort in thoſe hard times, when her ſafety was maintained | for I am ſick of love. ; 
by the helpe of them , by whoſe hoſtile hatred ſhee ſeemed, Theſe words more plainly ſhew that the houſe of wine was 
uiterly deitroyed. Pharavh defended heragainft Nebuchad- no banqueting houſe , but a cellar wherein wines are laid up. 
1xxar » and Nebuchadnex.xar againſt Pharaoh. Neither of For the fover 15 not wont tolanguiſh with delir-,where plen- 
ther would root out the Nation, as long as there was hope of ty of the thing loved is preſent; & ſuch is that banquet where 
faithfull obedience , but ſuppoſed to defend it for himſelf, as the Maſter of the Feaſt 15 abſent. The Bride therefore faint- 
a ſound refuge againſt the breaking in of Enemies; with theſe eth, becauſe ſhe findeth not her beloved preſent in this wine- 
bryers for a tune, ſhee put away extream calamity. cellar, (for in adverſity God is ſaid to be abſent from us) fo 
Verl. 3. Like the Apletree among the trees of the forreſt , ſo that ſhe had need to be upholden of het fellows , leſt ſhe 
1s my welbeloved among the ſons of men : wade Ins (badow had ſhould fall for want of ſtrength , wherein was moſt el tly 
I delight , and fate donne ; and 3 frunt a as ſireet unto my declared , what deſire the Church ſhould have towar $5 God 
I" during the captivity , and by what means ſhe ſhould be ſatis- 
Hitherto the fate of the Church , untill they were carried fied untill the full reſtitution. For in that ſhe defireth Flagons 
away Captive by Nebuchadnexxar. Now the Captivity fol- and apples , ſhe ſheweth thar theſe were ſufficient helpes for 
loweth : whoſe firſt comfort is reſt granted to the miſerable her ; Apples arethe fruit ofa low ſhadowing tree , as before: 
Reliques , which /when the reſt were carried away! had leave Flagons are veſſels wherein wine 15 put,and out of which it 1$ 
grantedto remain in their own countrey. This comtort 15 de- powred to drink ; the apples berokened ſome inferiour per- 
clared by the ſimilitude of an apple tree , winch is but a low ſons with power , under whole defence the captived people 
tree , neitherin length of body.or in farre ſpreading of limbs might lurke in ſafety. The Flagons noted the prophets and 
may ir compare with many others , yet hec iruit excelleth prieſts , full of (weer and wholfome doctrine : whereof there 
many others in profit and pleaſantinefle. The {iwilitudes are ſhould be ſome , which only like Flagons ſhould yeeld the 
| conditions which wine of heavenly knowledge to the people , when 


th Flagons , and comfort me with apples, 
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whom Nebuchid-net Tor mad C 
witchwere ictt in the land. 
' 


revrard of the talienefle of c! 
cedars which flouriſhed in the Babyt 


af 
ic governour over the peop! 


% 


all the ſcattered Church locked under his covering , chiefly the Medran and Perſtan Kings , by whom ' being _—G 
reſt 19 
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prevent his wicked purpole with ju 
Veil. 4. He hrou {ht me imto 
hail HCY GVEN NIC. 
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country 70. years: as itis declared in thete four verſes. He 
bronebt me (faith ſhe) mto the weme-ſeller,that is a place under maniteftly declared at that time how he loved his Church z 
ground, where winets laid and kep: for uſe , as it ſhe ſhould for he did not only preferve her by mans aid , bur alfo defen- 
fay,he brought me into a ſorrowtu!ll and dark hole, 25 it were ded her with his own ſtretched-our-arme from heaven, which 
110 a cave,and a place under ground where notwithſtanding we know was done, in the wonderfull deltrerance, firſt,of the 
| tound wine laid up, which was nolefle appearance of his thee children out of the herie furnace , who loved Religion 
!lovetowards me , then the entigne or Banner carcied before more then lite, Dan.z. Then of D-111el himfelfe out of the 
the ſouldiers is wont to be a ligne of the captaines pre-| Lions den, N2n.6. For whiles God by ſuch wonderfull 
ſence, | powerful power,preferved the trees from a!l danger,which he 
This wine-ſeller was partly Babylon , whither the people | had planted for a ſhadow to his Church , he might worthily 
were carttied away by Nebuchad-neJ ar: and partly Egypt | ſeeme to hold the Church in his hands , and to imbrace her 
| with both his armes. 


Whither the reſt wen: of their own accord,when mi &'7s de | 
ſlain. Ier.41. Neither did the Church want comfort in theſe Verſ.7. I charge you, 0 daughters of Teruſalem,by the Rees, 


miſeries,whoſe prilon was furniſhed with wine. For the word 
of the Lord, { which is many times compared to wine ) was 
plentifull 1n this priſon : and the love thereof as conſpi- 
cuous , as the Banner carried before the Army in the time of 
warre , Jerernah ſending letters to thoſe that were carried 
away began this wine unto them : ſhewing them of the pro- 


and by thee H:ndes of the field , that yee ſturre not uÞ , nor naken 
my love, wnt:ll he pleaſe. 

The daughters of lern/al:m.,are the citizens of the Charch. 
The Roes and the Hindes , are thoſe nations which held the 
Church in captivity. The meaniny of this verſeis, as if ſhe 
ſhould have ſaid (for they are the words of the Church,as the 


ſperity which God would give them in the land of their cap- 
tivity. Chap.2g. But that which is here briefly ſpoken is de- 
clared more at large in the verſes following. Here let us con- 


learned Tremel:15 and Inns obſerve) I require of you , ye 
daughters of Tern/alem , that ye (wear to me by the Roes and 
Hindes of the field , that if by your fault , ye drive away my 


licder the wonderfull mercy of our God , who ſeaſoneth his 


love, from my imbracing 3 Thoſe Roes and Hindes ſhall 
Ix 3 revenge 
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-  Dant had been undertaken of that matter , and confirmed by 


> timeof the captivicie. 


_ when they ſhould heate him preparing tor war, they might 


' diſmaied at the ſeeing of it-my heart panted , exc. under the 


_ paſtover;the Tents were pitcht at the walls of Babylon, there 


>» 
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e it on you with deſerved puniſhment. Not that it is 
by enemies , or by any other then God , but 
atively by theforme of an oath,ſhe teacheth,it ſhould be 
certain that the citizens of the Church ſhould avoid all 
| offences , with no leſſe diligent heed (namely , for 
of the enemies among whom they lived) then if a cove- 


an oath , wherefore the hiſtory of this oath is the reſt of the 


Verſ.s. 1b the voice of my welbeloved : behold , he commeth 
leapmy by the mountains, and 5kyppimg by the hills. 
Now «fter the ſeventy years captivity , fo:loweth the deli- 
; whoſe prepartion a far off 15 contained in this and the 
e following , conſiſting of a threefold circumſtance : Of 
the voice of her beloved. His ſwift coming;and his preſence. 
The voice of my beloved:Shee falleth into this ſpeech abruptly, 
as if ſhe had heard the voice of her beloved , calling her trom 
afar off, and had been ſmitten with a ſudden joy for the new- 
neſſe of the matter , even that which ſhe chiefly deſired. Now 
in this whole preparation,King Cyr: repreſenteth the perſon 
of her beloved , whom God had ſtirred up to deliver the 
Church : Then after a long time. was the voice of the beloved 
firſt heard;when the rumor began to be ſpred abroad.that the 
Medes and Perſian; would make war againſt Babylon. The 
Prophets noted out Cyr«s by name , many years before; that 


not doubr, but it was the voice it ſelf of the beloved, Iſay 44- 
28. Thus ſaith the Lord of Cyrus, Hes my Shephcard,and ſball| 

orme all my pleaſure: and 45.1.2.3. Thus ſaith the Lord, 
to his anointed Cyrus, uhoſe right hand T have holden to ſubdue 
wations, Cc. that thou mayeſt knon,that I the Lord, nhich call 
thee by thy name,am the God of Iſrael. But the report was ſpred 
far and wide, before the Kings brought their hoſts to Baby- 

: Iſa.z1.3. 1 was bowed down at the hearing of it , I was 


on of the Babylomans. And ley.50.43. Tie Kmg of Ba- 
lon hath heard the report of them,and his hands waxed feeble, 
engwiſh took hold of him. And 51.29. 45Babylo hath cauſed the 
ſlam of Iſrael to fall, ſo at Babylon ſpall fall the lain of all the 
earth. But this voice ſo fearfull tothe Babylonians,was moſt 
pleaſant and acceptable to the oppreſſed and baniſhed 
Church. Now for the ſwiftneſſe of his comming , it is ſaid , 
Hee came leading, as it were,haſtning over the Mountains on 
ſtilts. , ſo paſſing over the little hils , that hee did not at all 
rouch them. In this manner was the comming of Cyrus , 
Fiift and ſudden. How wach buſineſle he brought to paſſe 
after he once undertook it ; he ſubdued the Armenians and 
Creſus the Lydian, inatrice ; the Hyrcanians , Battrians, 
Suſrans , Carians , ae rr , and Cappadocians ; he ſcarce 
touched with the tops of his toes , they to readily yeelded to 
him of their own accord : See Herodotus , Clio, Xenophon , 
Cyroped. 
Verſ. 9. My welbeloved js like a Roe,or a young Hart, lo,he 
eth behind our wall , luokyng for th of the nindows, ſhening 
himſelf thorow the grates. 

The firſt part of this verſe declareth the ſwiftneſſe of the 
coming of Cyrus ; the later part deſcribeth his preſence , and 
that by three circumſtances : His tanding behind the nall;hs 
looking thorow the window , and ſhening himſelf thorow the 

ates; All which ſet forth unto us , the beſieging of Babylon 

y Cyrus and Darius : for theſe mountains and hils quickly 


Cyrus ſtood a while behind the wall,doubting what to do : his 
retinue Charging him , and nothing proſpering after his de- 
firezat length, hee looked forth thorors the lettice of the window; 
that 15, hee took crafty counſell, and conſidered ſecretly ,how 
ke might gain the City;when turning'the river Euphrates, he 


brought his army into the City by the channell ſoprivily ,| the blooming of trees : 
 tharthe City was taken before any force of batt 


Charch War, It” 
ven to a heathen King! for whatſoever the Church. 
th, the beloved himſelf yeeldeth it, but hee uſeth divers in- 
ſtruments , on whom hee beſtoweth his own Name , that all 
help may be properly underſtood to be of him whoſe name 
the inſtruments beare, 

* Verſ.10. Mymelbeloved ſpaky , and ſaid unto me, Ariſe my 
Love,my fair one, and come anay. 

Such was the preparation farther off ; that which is neerer 
followeth : Friſt, declared univerſally m this verſe,then ſeve- 
rally by parts in the verſes following. This ſweet and pleaſant 
ſalutation hapned at that time, when Babylon was taken, and 
BalſbaYJJer lain 3 the Medes and Perſ1a1ns obtaining the 
Empire. Sec how the Edict of Cyrus,of delivering the people, 
agreeth with this pleaſant calling , EFra 1.3. and 4, Whoss 
t mp wer of all od 21 ? his God be mith I1m , and let 


him go up to Jeruſalem,nhich is im Judea,and burild the howfe of 
the Lord God of Iſracl, (hee is the God) nhich+s 1n Jeruſalem. 
And nhoſoever remaineth in any place nhere he forourneth , let 
the men of his place help him with filver,and with gold,and with 
goods,and w:th beaſts, beſides the free-will offermg for the houſe 
of God which is at Jeruſalem. Here the welbeloved boaſteth or 
glorieth in the beauty of the Spoyſe, and while he breaketh 
the bonds of her ſervitude, and giveth her leave to depart. hee 
maketh proclamation , Ariſe, and come anay. And verily, 
though Era , amoſtlearned Prieſt , relaterh that matter for 
the worthineſle of it , moſt plentifully in the whole Chapter; 
yet there the thing done is | more plainly declared,then 
it 15 here foretold to be done. 

Veil tt. For behold, Winter is paſt,the rain is changed and is 
gone anty. 

The ſeverall explication is manifeſted either in removing 
the hindring cauſes in this verſe,or by ſetting down the help- 
ing cauſes in the two verſes following. Winter, or the violent 
ſtorme is changed. This Winter is twofoid , proper, and tigu- 
ratiye : properly,it teacheth that about the end of Winter the 
peopte prepared for their return , ſtirred up thereunto by the 
Edict of Cyrus , which may be confirmed by probable reaſon; 
for their firſt feaſt after their return,was the Feaſt of Trberna-+ 
cles. To the celebrating of which Feaſt , ſome time paſſed be- 
fore the people could come together, ſcattered through the 
fields and Cities, EJr4.3.1. Then after certain years HeYr4 
himſelf departing from Babylon, with a readier or more pre- 
pared vand , ſpent four Moneths in the journey , Hexra 7.9. 
whence it is likely that thoſe firſt betook themſelves to the 
journey in the beginning of the Spring,or not long after. The 
figurative Winter is the wrath of God , which (oflate) fell 


upon the Jeres,like a horrible ſtorm, & ſcattered them hither 


and thither , like ſtraw or ſtubble. This wrath at length paci- 
fied, was changed into a great calme and quietneſle. 

Verſ. 12. The flowers appeare in the earth , the time of the 
ſinging of Birds is come , ax;d the voice of the Turtle 1s heard in 
our land. 

This , and the verſe following , ſhew the helping cauſes, 
which are alſo proper, or metaphoricall. Proper , the commo- 
dity of the t1me,moR pleaſant ; whereupon hapned the decree 
and the counlell of returning , and the preparation thereof , 
whereof was ſpoken in the former verle. Metaphoricall, God 
was not onely mercifulll, ( as already hath been ſaid ) but 
partly alſo the reconciled will of rangers, partly,the exceed- 
ing readineſle of the-Ters themſelves. The nations hearkning 
to the Edict of Cyrus , and God inwardly ſtirring up their 
hearts 3 with how great defire did they further the re- 
turn , helping them abundantly , and furniſhing them plenti- 
fully with gold, and with filver, withaid, and with cattel!, 
and with other precious things, Exra 1.6. The Terres delight 
and pleaſure therein , no doubtwas , that it mightwell 
be compared with flowers, with ſinging of Birds, and 
Aiſo among the Temes were diyers 


was felt. | orders of men, which ſeem hereto be ſignified by the ſeverall 


diyideth into three 


dither ſhould apy mazyell , that the name of the beloved is] 


ornaments of the Spring , which ZJra 
| zanks; 
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common People, Chap.1.5.and 2. 70. Here Solomon __ 
eth by an inverted order, making no eo " O — 
nity, but of the deed,and of the nature of it. 1 ſuppoſer 
common people are the flowers appearing in the earth , 
which grow confuſedly , here and there, one among another, 
and prevent the trees themſelyes in their haſty ripening. 
Well, exprefling the headlong ſtudy of the common people, 
who are wont to run before the induſtry of the Magiſtrate: 
The ſinging Birds and Turtles, are men of the Leviticall Or- 
der which went before the people, ſome with holy ſongs, and 
ſome with ſacrifices, &c. 

Verſ. 13. The Fig-tree hath brought forth ber young figs, 
and the Vines with ther ſmall grapes bave caſt a ſavour : Ariſe 
my love,my faire one,and come andy, 

"Hitherto the meaner helping cauſes 3 here we havethe 
mightier,and more principall : As if he ſhould ſay, not only 
the Flowers of the graſle, but alſo the ſhrubs and raller trees, 
which ſhould guide and govern the people and multitude, 
ſhould ſet their hands to work, and bend all their force to 
back the people. Cyrus reſtored to them every inſtrument 
of ſilver andgold , which Nebuchadnex.xar had taken away. 
Zerubbabel, Fuſhua, Nehem:ah, and other excellent men, made 
themſelves Captains over the people, that by well orde- 
ring, they might bring all their defires toa wiſhed end. $0 
in this preparation here,ſhine as Stars, the Edict of Cyr, the 
time of the year , the office of the Nations,and the divers or- 
ders and degrees of the people re: 17ning, which are all de-!a- 
red more at large in the t:rſt and ;econd of Etr:; be ufeth 
the ſame compellation or call:ve by name,in theend , which 
he did before,*'1at he might ſhicw, 25 it were, with bounded 11- 
mi:s , in what ſpace of tune , this deſcrption of the Spring is 
included. 

Vetl. I'4. My Dove, thor art in the moles ef tae Red ke 11 the 
ſecret places of the ſtares, (hew me thy count. nanee lot me hcare 
thy vorce, for thy voice 1« ſeeet, and thy ſight « ly. 

The delivery it ſelfe is declared in this one vorſe , which 
that it might appeare and fſinke the deeper in their mindes, 
he remembreth them of their late Condition by the holes of 
the Rocke,and the ſecret places of the ſtaires : that the Church 
ſhould as well remember to attribute her received latiy ro 
God , who all this while yeelded her no leſfe refuge from the 
rage of her enemies , then the high rocks and dark luring 
places are wont to beto the Doves. As alſo to put. her in 
minde that ſhe was not in her own habitation , but in 2 luck- 
ing placesfit to keep her in ſafety in exile , and not appointed 
to dwell in. Shce muſt therefore depart our of that priſon, 
and make haſt ro the Palace,which her beloved had built her. 
No doubt, they exhorted one another at that time, that they 
ould prefcrre the promiſe of God in their Country ſeates, 
betore the delights of the place, whereinto they were baniſh- 
ed,wherewith many wereſo taken and inſnared, that they al- 
together neglected a return, Now whereas he requireth that 
Me ſhould ſhew him her countenance, and ſhould caule her 
voice to be heard; he ſheweth thera that at length theChurch 
ſhould be ſeen again openly , which had long lyen hid f:om 
mens ſight in darkneſle. And that yoyce which her lover is 
. fodeſirous to hears, is the voyce of mourning and weeping, 
whereby the faithfull in the rime of deliverance , ſhould ac- 
knowledge their former offences, whereby they had provo- 
ked God, and ſhould earneſtly and heartily bewaile them. 
Wo n ye ſba!l call upon me (ſaith the Lord by leremy) that yee 
may go and pray unto me ; then will I heare you : and ſeeh,;ng 
yee (ball find me, hen ye (bail ſearch for me nith all your heart, 
Chap.29.12 13. This is that countenance all overwhelmed 
with teares,in whoſe ſight God is ſo much delighted: this is 
that mournfull and ſuſpicious voyc- , then which nothing is 
to him more ſweet or pleaſant : © . ſo the ſecond company 
which E374 brought back , beginning their progreſlſe with a 
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Verſ. 15. Take us the Foxes, 
vines: for our Vines have tender Gra 
Hitherto of the Captivity,now followe 
dition of the Church. And firſt of rhat Stare 
ned next the return in this, and the verſes fo 
peareth not plainly , whether theſe be the words 
the Chucch,or of both : truly that which is here cor 
concernes them both: yet ſceing it belongs to k ; 
ment and authority , to take away all hurtfull things, which * 
may damnihe the Church, they ſeem rather to be his. Theſe © 
words teach three things of the Church of that time. Firſt, _ 
ſhe hath little Foxes lying in waite. Secondly , thoſe Foxes 
are tO be taken and their deceits made vaine. Thirdly,the be- 
| ginuings of the rettored Church were ſo tender, that they. 
' might bee grievouſly hurt by the feebleſt enemy. As tothe 
firit, The Foxes beroken a crafty, ſubtile and diflemblingene- 
{my : whereunto allo the Hebrew word very well agreeth, 
'which ſignitics todettroy under a ſhew of friendſhip. As U» 
|furers ule, who ſeeming to help poor men, utterly undoe them 
with borrowed mony. How to the life happned theſe things. 
For we know with what craft the Enemies endeayoured to- 
hinder the building of che Temple, crafcily offering ayde, and 
| corrupting theCountlellors with rewards,as long as the Kings 
favoured the Jews , but when they ſaw their favours a little 
,todecline, they (pared no reproches , and falſe accuſations, 
| whereby they might procure hatred to the new returned Jews; 
yea to their fraud they added force , endeayouring tohinder 
the begun work by Armes, EYra 4.23. Now thele Enemies 
a:e called little Foxes,in regard of the Fyr1an , Aſſyrian and 
U 1hylonan Kings , which attlited them in former times. 
Theſe covernours were baſe and obſcure perſons, yet could 
thet-: intclewilde beaſts do much in ſuch tender beginnings 
of the Church,whereby the work of the houſe ofGod was hin+ 
d:cd, and being begun lay ſtill about 27 years, ENTa 4. 24+ 
But at lenzth thole little Foxes were tal en,when Darizes con-: 
{:rmed the building, and impoſed amoſt grievous puniſhment 
on thote that by a:tyy means hindred the work, EYXra6.1t. 
Yea there wanted nor Foxes, for Nehemial found Sanballaty 
T-b:.45,and the reſt of that crew as troubleſome as the former. 
Firlt,ciattily ſtudying privily to oppreſie them, Nehe.4.7. But 
milling thereof they attempted violence under colour of con»: 
terence , having hired the Prieſts, Prophets,and chiefe of the 
people to deliver them Nehem:iah.Thete were Fox-like times, 
by the Teſtimony of Tob:a himſelf, who ſaid, Nehe.4: 2. Al-- 
thou Mh they build, yet if a Fox go up, he ſhall even break, danne 
ther ſtony nall, exc. 
Verl. 16. My nwelbeloved is mine , and Tambi; be ſeedeth 
among the Lilhes. 
That is to ſay, we reſt quietly in one anothers love. He is 
contented with me onely, and1I with him alone. Her lover 
hath ſuch care of his flock, that not like other herd{men; he 
ſeeketh onely graſlie Paſtures for his ſheep , but alſo the de» 
lights of gardens for them. Then at length thoſe Fox-like 
times received a reaſonable happy condition, the holy Cere-- 
monies were uſed, and all wicked ſuperſtitions were valiantly 
and conſtantly refuſed,to the which while the Church apply- 
ed her ſtudy , ſhee ſhewed her ſelfe to depend wholly on the: 
love of her onely Lover. Before the Jewes were baniſhed to- 
Babylon, they were wont to tollow ſtrange gods , wherefoxe * 
they were ſo grievouſly and often reprehended by the Pra-- © 
phets , and which brought upon them al:;noſt utter deſtruti= 
on,and ſo long Captivity. In all which time they ſeemed - 
no leſſe to have forſaken God, then God himſelfto have for--. 
ſaken their ſervices. But now at levgth called back to their” 
Country ſeates, they would preſerve chaſte piety with a more _ 
firme purpoſe, conſtant will and defire. Neither would they: 
ever hereafter depart from Gods holy Religion,even with the 
hazard of their lives,which came to paſle accordingly, for we 


4 


| 


Proclaimed faſt , ſhewed 5 ſame aſpett to their lover,cauſing | 


read of no troubles afterward in the Chyreh untill the rime © 
Xx of 


oy 


het ; ry a | p EI I I Ir rn——_ ; a7, 
aa he ally they raniſhed;when the third houre after , ar the death 
Wyo about two hundred years , namely,from}of the Meſ#ias, the vaile of the Temple rent in two parts, and 
og of the Chu h by Cyrus to Alexander the great: [the hand-writing of the Law ( as well of all the Ceremonies 
, du le Monarchic of the Perſtans , as ap-|as that which was againft us ) was altogether cut off, This 
th by EZra and Nehenuzh. | v7 bod 1s that day fo famous in the Scripture , and (o exaaly defined, 
Vert 17. Fatil the day break, and the ſhadowes flie away; | Dan.9.24,25. Of this Chriſt himſelf maketh often mention, 
beloved, and be thou like 4 Roe,or young Hart upon the | Ioh.7. 30. and 8. 20, and13. 1. Thetimeis here ſet forth of 
| nes of Bether. 'the condition of the ancient Church from 4#%+:nder the 
= The two former verſes ſhewed the condition of che oreat tothe death of Chriſt. Sowas that time limited. Now 
*©hucch next afce: their return - this ver/e intreateth of times if ye ſeek what the whole ſtate of the Church was durins att 
— alittle farther of, yerwith a continued order joyned with that ſpace; Thetwifr return of her love, like a R ve onthe 
the former. Hercin firſt he ſerterh down certaine bounds mountames of Buther ſheweth it us. The mountains of Bethey 
inthe beginning of the verſe, and then delivereth the fumme! are in G:lexd beyond Fordan , whence they take their name : 
4 of itin the reſt. The bounds define that {pace._ inthe com- ' for they are divided from the reit of Indca by the River [-y- 
4 palle whereof this conlideration is contained : gamely, Wn | dan. And that whole Tratt is called B:thron, 2 Sm. 2.2 9. as 
ell the day break,c>c. Which words ftgnitic that moſt renow- | Tremeſris and Iwmnns do obſerve. This fimilitude teacheth 
ned day of Chrifts death; as it ſhail after appeare : whoſe that her beloved ſeemed ſometimes to withdraw himſelf, ver 
- morning and mid-day are here molt elegantiy deciared by no tarther they the neighbour mountains of Bether, ſeated in 
adjunfts. All agree, that the aire or wi.:de is uſually more the borders of the holy land, whence he could quickly come 
troubleſome in the morning and evening then in the zeſt of to her ayde, hike a Rocora young Hinde. Prolemerws Lays 
the day, asallo Aritotle teacheth in his Problemes But | grievoutly aMicted Iud-a, but it laſted not long. Norwas 
why is this day deſcribed unio us, by the troubleſome windy | there any violence done to Religion. Afcervards Antioc» 145 
morning,and the vaniſhing ſhadowes : Becaule it was ch: :t- ;the great, {trove with the Prolemers, Eutpator,and Epphanes 
Iy to be norcd in both theic proptietics. The morning blew |with doubctull fortune of the warres , ſo that the Jewes were 
tutbulently,for ſ{traightway in the morning , the high-Prcieſts} fometimes conitrained to change their Maſters, vet they a!- 
wich the Elders and Scribes, held a Counlcll and delivered | wayes prolpered without great danger of pet iſhing. Heorbe- 
ſus to Pilate, Mark 15. 1. But at the fixt houre , that is to! loved was not alwayes ceady to help her,theſe firſt 1 37. years, 
ay, noone it ſelf, the ſhadowes fiew away overwhelmed with; but he tufiered her nor long to complain, running , ready 
darknefle in a ſtrange manner, fo that the Jewes ſaw not yet | to help her , from the bordering Mountaines as need re- 
ancnd put to their old ſhadowes.Mark.15.33. Bur then elpe-! quired. 


"=, 
ers ado < ©, 
- v4. LEASE 
- at 1% *%. 
"> 4 * 


Cuae,. 11:1. 


tern by night I ſought him that my ſoule loved: Iypillars of {x20ake prrfumed with myrrhe and incenſe, a4 
ſought him,buc I found him not. with all the {pices of the merchant 2 

2 1will riſe therefore now, and go about inthe city by the 7 Rehold his bed, which is Solomons : threeſfcore ſtrone 
treets,and by the open places,an will feck him that my foal men are roun4 about it,of the valiant men of 1irael 


mn —_ 


loveth : I ſought him, bur 1 found him not. $8 They all dandle the ſword, and are expert in war, every 
3 The watrchmen that went about thecity , fo::nd me: zo| one hath his (word upon his thigh for the teare by night. 
nhom T {.4:4, Have you fcen him,whom my loule loveth © 9 King Solomon made himſelt a palace of the trees of Le- 


4 Whenl hadpait a little fromthem, then 1 found tun} banon. 

I whom my ſoule loved: 1 took hold on him and let: him not, io Hemade the pillars thereot of ſilver, and the pavement 
 rilll had brought him unro my mothers houte, into the] thereof of gold, tlic hangings thereof of purple whote mids 

Chamber of her that conceived me. 145 paved with the love of the daughters of Jeruſalem, 

s 1 charge vou,O danghkters of [eruſalem, by the roes and 11 Come forth ys daughters of Zion.and behold rhe k ng 
- bythe hindes of the field, that ye iticre not up,nor waken my | Solomon , with the crown , wherewnh his mother crowned 
Jove unt11! he pleaſe. : {him in theday of his marnage,aud in the day ot the gladnefle 
6 Who is he that commeth up out of the wildernefle like lof his heart. 


R— Ati. A. t.e . 


The Analyſis. 


Itherto hath been ſpoken of that milder time of the Church after the return from the Captivity , both of the ttme neere an 
arther off. New (ball be (bered a more trouble{ome t:me by the abſcrc? of her beluved, nh1ch im vane ſbe ſeeketh in her bed, 
verſe 1. in the Citie, verſe 2. or among the natchmen of the City, yerſe 3, but at length ſbe findes and bolds hm, verſe 4. and 5. 

And thus farre to the birth of Chriſt. The reſt of the time unto ns death is as it were ano verſeetng of the marriage mhofe prep 
ring is in reſpedl of the Br:de,verle 6.1 r-ſpett of the beloved and hs bed, verſe 7,8. His Luter,verſe 9,1 0, Tye ſolemiuty of the 
Marriage which grveth s a King cronned,verſe 11. Aud his love very come/y,C7C. Chap.4.1,2, 3,to the 7. 


THE. EXPOSITION, 


Ver. 1. By night on my Bed I ſought him whom my ſoul lo-\ weaker ſort might be afraid, Ieſt Chriſt had altogether for- 
L veth: I ſought him, but I found him not. laken them , now they could nor find him to helpe 
* NF all the ſpace of time untill the break of the day ( that|them , whom yet they hoped to be neer at hand in the 
E” is to ſay, that day wherein Chriſt dyed ) worthy of me-|bordering mountains, as is generally ſhewed in the laſt 
- mmory is that night , which the Spouſe now ſpeaketh of, The [verſe of the former Chapter. This calamity is declared 
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Crtae. 111, 
in ſeeking her beloved, which is firſt begun in her bed, in this 
verſe. Now her bed is the Temple,as betore Chap. 1.16, Our 
bed « green. This ſearch was made'in the niglt,namely when 
Frrue worſhip of God was much ob{cured, altogether over- 
whelmed with night-like darknefle. The Church therefore 
complaineth it was ſuch a time , wherein true Religion was 
trodden down , ſo that Chriſt whom the fai:hfull thirfted for. 
was no where to be found in his true worſh!p. Thete things 
then belong to that delolation which Antimohins Emtliancs 


before the birth of Chrif. 
time, 1 Maccd. t.21, 340.47 In the eight and fourtieth 


» 
l. . 


344 


the nincth moneth , were the holy houſes purged and divine 
worſhip reſtored again, 1 Mach.4. 525 3» ec. Now was her 
beloved found , and brought into the houſe of her mother. 
For we have him preſent with us, as long as we keep his pub« 
like worſhip, or as often as we recover in being loſt : wherein 
he hath promiſed to ſhew himſelf to his. Theſe darkneſles 
for the time they laſted were very black, but not long, After 
2 300dayes (limited by the Angel, Dan. 8.14.) The fancluary 
ſalt be purged. Wherefore her beloved delayed not long to 


brought upon them,who robbed the Temple, forbadsactitices, rel | 
offered Swines fleſh in the Temple, conſtrained them to wor-t ayd her, but came iwifily from the mownt;zns of Bether 3 
ſhip ſtrange gods compelled them to leave circumciting their ' whom the faichfull doubted to be farther oft. 

hildren, burned their holy Books,and lett no manner of wic | So theſe few verles are an Fpitome of the whole hiſtory of 
| the Maccabees : and thoſe books a juit commentary of this 


kodnefle unattempred. This wofull tpettacle Dancet did mani-, 
fo(tly declare almoſt 3 00. years before, Coap.8,9,10,0>c.and}| place. Now that ſhe would not let her beloved eo till ſhe had 


c. Andirt is {aid to he done),! \uatccath. 1 trom the 


}} o . 
ewas not caſt 


123 02. 0) CC - | . a 
23.vcr(e,to the cnd of the Chapter. 1 he 1 emp! 
down as by Ne buchadn I var but wotully deformed & ſhut up 

. , * J p J 
f:om the crue worſhippers; whence ſhe laith, She {ought him 


brought him into her mothers c hamber , thereby is tignitied 


| (this darknes driven away )divine worſhip ſhould be no more 
' interrupted, untill Chriit came in the fleſh. The Church is 


{aid to bring Chritt into his chamber , becauſe he deſcended 


1 the Bed. but found Inm nut. The Bed remained empty and } into it, & took our nature upon him for her ſake, for he is ſaid 


Chriſt was pone. _ | | | 
YerC, 2. Ini! rife nom,and go about the City, i Uhe ſtreets 
y SpRLS / : f HRT 
and m the broad ways: Inil ſeek hum whom my font Wyeth, 1 
{ uyght hum , but I fown {himnct. 


The ſecond ſearch which ſhewed that Chiittwas no! only! 
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abſent from the Temple , but likewile was not to te tound 


in thcholy city. 
: - | 
lv. there could be tound no tootſtepot prety, 
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elty of Antiochus wiought this eftect, who, atre: 


ne 


Cariice a 
upper cit: ! 
the city 2 
45, ana 40 
{perately wicked ren, her v« 'Oved CON! 
what could be more elegantiy 1poren 
lation of the city © h 
Verſ. 3. The natchwen that $0 about the city ſound me , to 
nh» I fa:d : Caro ye Inin whom my / ul loveth: ; 
She ſeeking the city 11 vaine Aighcech on the watcimen,ot 
whom ſhe enquireth of her beloved, faying, {xv » 
nhom my ſoule loveth? Shee ſtayes not till they examine Her, 
but begins to queſtion them; The warchmen and kc 
the city,are the holy Prieſts, who (as much as they m 


1 ation of 0,on0gers, XC. 1 Macau. I. 33, 34 

the dreeg ; O! fnrch mot! dc 
IG Eo found Burt 
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epers ot 


faſt and keep the truth in thete dark t1mes. And arc taid to; 
have found the Church wavering , being driven trom her 


feats. The chiefe of thele were Mattathie: the father of the 
Maccabees and his ſons; who valiantly aniwered the x11:gs 


ſervant , requiring them to ſacrifice , 1} ail Nations felt anay} 


frem the werſbrÞ of ther elders : yet be and by didren ana 
brethren would walk in the covenant of tiny «idlers , and nut 


fran/greſſe therr norſbrp to the reeht hand or to the left.r Maca. 


.19.26.Such faithfull men then found theChurch,which yet] 


yave her no anſwer , they wereſo ailoniſhed as their falence 


kcre declareth. 


' courte of Religion was contlant 


If every corner were fought never to dilt-; 
| The cru- 
had fack-| 
ed ihe ciry. burnt 3t with fire, overtkrew the houtes and wals,, Roes, and by thi FH 
w..yv the women and children captives , guarded the! naks mytove tr! he pleaſe, 
rtherers put the citizens to flight, & mace: | 
'1n the Church from the time of the Maccabees, wull the birth 
of Chrift as was ſaid in the end of the former verle. 
; th recfhould bc tilence and a tolcrab! "1&1 whereby the LETT. 3 
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Gods people to worſhip kim more ailigently , andto bethe 


ay hold 


to do any thing, forwhoſe cauſe it is done. Then from the 
tunc of the Maccabees torhe comming of the W-ſ:x+, the 
which no common calamity 
interiupied. Not , bit thoſe times were moſt corrupt. 

But inthe middeſt thercot , was free leavero worlnp God 
rightly , whereby the Church might nouriſh her faith, and 
m1ght cheriſh hertelf, with the (weert familiar acquaintance 
ot Chritt. 

Verſ. 5. I chary you;O yee daughters of Teruſalem , by the 
des of the field , that you ftir not upnor 4+ 


This verſe ſhewerh that there ould be no great trouble 


Now 

it bedefendd . in their true ſtudics ) from feareof their 
enemics which ate here noted by Roes andH{i1:fes of the field. 
For though they were come home , out of tae enenues land 
and ſettled in theic own proper ſeats: yet they found at home, 
all places fall of enemies. Now the Romanes oppreſled them, 
and /ferods tyrany bridled them. Theſe wilde Roes cauted 


more carefull,leſt with any noite of apparent impiety [which 
onely difturbeth our beloved from his reſt )ſhe ſhould loſe the 
enjoying of him howſocver. 

Veil. 6. Why i tha that cometh out of the ildernes like pil - 
lars of (meak, pertu;ned w:th n:9rrhe and {r.utyneenje rith all 
poreders of the merchant. 

Hitherto hath been ſhewed,, the condition of the Church 
before the birth of Chriſt; Now what it ſhou!d be while he 
lived onthe earth. This deſcription containeth a propheſie, 
eſpecially of things done from the conception of Chriſt un- 
till thirty years of his age: when the beauty of the Church 
ſhould cauſe admiration in the beholders. Who is this 2 (fay 


| they) which ſeem to be © words of the legalChurch wondiing 


+» 44 Y 


Verl. 4. It was but a little that T paſſed from them 4 but T; attheexcellnt tme!! of the new ſmoke ſtirred up. For at this 


found him nu hum my cut loveth «i held ln. an If &!, {a not l t| time , the Church in outward form was {wofold. The lega!l 


hmm 1495 we I had brought him into my mothers houſ”,and mto 
the chamber of her that concerved me. 
Now ſhe departeth from the high prieſts and governours 


of the city,getting no comfort of them at rhat rime,ſuffering 
with } reſt a commondeſtruction.Butgoing alittle from the, 
ſhe chanceth on him whom ſhee ſhould have : whereby is 
taught that the Church did nor long lie in theſe miteries, but 
was in ſhort time delivered from thoſe chaſtiſments. Neither 
was this comfort vain , but at length fully ſhewed by Indas 
Maccabers.r Mach.4.47.1a the i42.year of the reigne of the 
Greeks, Antiochus began to attlit Indea. In the three and 
forty year he ſpoiled the Temple. After two whoie years he 


: 


took away the daily ſacrifice and all diyiue worſhip forthe 


expectation thereofaltogetherlike untoit. As by t 


continued yet , and the Evanyel:ca was new begun. Her 
threefold propriety, was her admirable coming out of che de- 
ſart ; her ſmukie enlarging and increaſe; and taftly herſweer, 
ſme!l. Shee cane firſt out of the defart,by the mellage of the 
Angeltothe virgine Mary living then in Naxureth of 5alt- 
lee: a (ſolitary place in reſpedt of others more frequented, 
And divinely revealed to £{:2.abeth inthe mountaines of Iu- 
dea : as ſhe teſtified when Mary came to ſee ker. This re- 
port is compared to pillars of ſmoke, for as ſmoke goeth be- 


fore the flame, breaking forth and ariſing up like branched 
pillars , yet quickly avoidethand vaniſheth iv the air, how 


thick ſoeverit were : Soſhall we finde this report and mens 
he pro- 
phetig 


Ls 
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= pl lie of Zacherie, of raiſmg up a hoyne of Salvation mthe | 
Heuſeof David. Confirmed by myracles , aſwell of a Sonne 
bormunto himin his old age , as of his (peech reſtored after | 


.ed into ſmoke. 


. Chriſt, could not more ſignificantly and briefly be declared. 


ten moneths. What feare came upon all the inhabitants of 
the hill countrey? Luke 1.65,6$,69,(>c. This ſmoke ariſing 
in the wildernefle, how pleaſantly ſmelt it , to all the godly 
waiting for the conlolation of 1/rar!,yet foulded up in ſuch 
thick obſcurity that men could not ſee the greateſt part of it, 
whicher the thing ſo much defired would tend. But afterward 
by the former , when the ſhepherds and the wiſe men came} 
ſeeking for the new born King , all I:-ru/alem was troublcd 
TJukgt.18. Mat.2.3. Then the branched ſmoke flew upward, 
breaking forth with ſuch force, by reaſon of the increaſed 
heart , that it aſcended like a Pillar, yet this ſmoake quickly 
vaniſhed. Not that the Church ever failed, bu: becauſe this 
rumour ceaſing , there was (o deep afilencefrom that time 
untill the baptiſme of 9/12, as if all theſe things had vaniſh- 
But who can declare how {weet this rumour 
was toall thegodly thirſting for the Me/$:2+ © Srmeon taking 
the childe in his Armes and praiſing God very joyfully , defi- 
r<d rodie , having obtained that which was moſt to be defired 
in this life, Luky 2,29. Andtruly all Myrrhe, Frankncenſe , 
and all manner of perfumes are unſavory in reſpet of this 
ſweetneſſe. Thoſe things which hapned about the birth of 


Verſ. 7. Behold hy bed which is Solomons : 


threeſcore vali- 
ant men ave about it, of the valiant of Tjracl. 


The flate of the Church. 


C:yare. Tih. 
although the dignity thereof belongeth to the Spouſe al(o- 
The generall matter of it, is wood of Lebanon, whereof like- 
wiſe the Temple was built, i King. 5.6. Other things that 
concern the beauty of it,are mentioned in the verſefollwing 
where ye ſhall ſee the application of the Prophecy. » 

Vert. to. He made the P;[lars thereof of ſilver, the bottome 
thoreof of Gold,the covering of it of purple, the midſt thereof be- 
mg paved with love,for the daughters of Jeruſalem. 

Such was Solomons ftately Chariot , wherein he was wont 
to bee carried in publique, whole beautifull and glorious 
ſtructure is here declared, to expreſle that high and incom- 
preheniible excellency of Chriits humane natuze ; for tis 
was that triumphal Chariot which he built for himſelt of che 
wood Lebanon,coceived in the womb of Mary of Naxarcth of 
Galiee,at the foot of Lebanonghat rightly the matter may be 
ſaid to be taken from thence, whence his humanity was built 
up,or framed,yet he made thisChariot tor himle!lf,not begot- 
ten by the company of man , but by vertue of the moit High 
overſhadowing the Virgin. Whoſe pillars were ilver, the, 
ſeats weregold , the coverings purple ; all the frame from 
head to foot,moſt pure, moſt precious, moſt divine, and with- 
inthe ground and pavement,and that which was *! as it were 
the foundation to all the reſt of the frame,was wholly love ot 
the daughters of Teriſalem : he had them drawn with the 
needle , or ratheringraven in his heart and bowels ; ſeeing 
for h1s elets ſake onely, he made him this Chariot of huma- 
nity, wherein he would opealy be carricd in the tight of the 


by 


Here is deſcribed the proviſion of her beloved before the 
martiage-which is twofold. A bed, and a c!ariot. Of the bed 
is entreated in this verſe, and the next. (/1:5 bed, )laith ſhee, 
namely her beloveds, wherein he lay himſelie alone. Not a 
common bed ſuch as before, (Our bed,) Chap.1.16. As alſo 
ſpeaking of her own bed, Chav.z.1. Wherein her beloved wa 
notfound, This bed reſembles that of Solomons, for it was 


waited on with as ſtrong a guard , as weſhall ſec inthe verſe 


following. 

Verf. 8. They all hold ſmords, being expert inner : every! 
mow hath his frord upon his thigh , becauſe of feare in the 
night. 

Here the guard is deſcribed , to whom the watch and a cu- 
ftody of this bed is committed, Their number and nature 
was expreliled in the former verſe. Now their readineſle, skill 
and diligence is ſhewed,together with the end of their watch- 
ing in theſe words. Firit, they are called ſword-men, ready 
and ftrong-men, whoſe vertue feareth no danger. Secondly, 
they arcexpertin war; that is to ſay,old,hardy,skilfull ſoul- 
diers : every one hath his ſword. Beds are appointed for reſt 
and Nleep, whereby a man for the time is deprived of his 
ftrength, and all power to defend himſelf; wherefore Kings] 
and Princes, to ſleep the more ſafely , ordained watch-men, 
luch as Solomon is here ſaid to have had. Which teacheth, 
that this beloved, all the time that he gave himſelf to reſt, 
was fenced with ſuch a guard, as could kcep him ſafe from all 
feare in the night ; that is,from all ſecret deceipts which the 
wicked could invent. This time of reſt,was the whole infan- 
cie of Chriſt, which maketh a man no leſie able to avoyd dan- 
gers then the deepeſt ſleep thatis. Herod making uſe of this 
right, endeavoured (moſt wickedly) his deſtrution : But! 
the Angel (one of the mighties of 1ſracl) warning 6 to flie 
with the childe into Egypt , delivered him from the jawes of 
Herod , and the cruell laughter of the Bethlehemites. Truly 
this bed was better guarded then Solomons. 

Verſ. 9. King Solomon made himſelfe a Chariot of the wood 
of Lebanon. 

Such was the bed : Now followeth a deſcription of the 
-Chariot in this and the next verſe. The bed was enough to 

ſhew , what did belong to private uſe ; but by this Chariot is 
declared with what Majeſty he would ſhew himſelfe to the 
multitude. The King made this Chariot for himſclfalone, 


world for men to behold him. 

veiſ. 11. Go forth,0 ye daughters of Sion , and behold King 
Solomon with the Crown wherenith hi mother cronned him in 
the day of 1s e/ponſals , and in the day of the gladneſſe of his 
heart. 

Itſeemeth here, it was the cuſtome for parents at ſuch a 
ſolemnity,to beſtow ſome ſingular ornament upon their chil- 
dren ; and that Bith{beba beitowed this Crown on Solomon, 
when he married Pharaohs daughter, ( thoughrthe Scripture 
(peak not of it ) for David was dead before ; Bur it ſhall ber- 
ter appeare in the new Sol-1991, then inthe Type : Forthe 
Crown which the danghters of S107 are commanded to be- 
hold, is that great glory which the Father gave the Sonne, 
entring into his office,teſtifying from heaven , This was that 
his beloved Sonne, 1m whom be was well pleaſed. And likewile 
annoynting him above his fellows by the Spirit, himleltde- 
ſcending in a viſible ſhape,and reiting on him, Mt. 3. 1617. 
The Church ( whoſe husband he is , and by ſome reaſon her 
ſonne , as we have ſcen before ) put this Crown on his head, 
by knowiedging him to be King and Head of the Church. 
The Son of God,the Lambe which took away the {1ns of the 
world ; the M-/as himfelf, who had all power in heaven and 
in earth; andwhom. the faithfull ſourhrt, and obtained of 
him, to be diſpoſſeſſed of devils, healed of diſeaſes, and a re- 
medy in all their troubles. It was maniteſt what opinion they 
held of him,and of what incomprehenſible Majeſty indeed he 
was. Allthe time from the beginning of his ofhce,untill his 
paſſion , was the day of his eſpouſalls or marriage, as he hath 
taught himſelf, calling his Diſciples the children of the wed- 
ding chamber, and himſelfe the Bridegroome , Matth. 9.15. 
and by the Parable of a certain King , which made a Marriage 
for his ſonne. Mat.22.2,&c. This was the day of the gladneſle 
of his heart , when with a ready and willing mind he carneſt- 
ly indeavoured to effet all thoſe things which belong to 


| our ſalvation ; that he preferred the care thereof before mear, 


andall other neceſſaries of his life, Toh 4 32. The daughters 
of Teruſalem ſhould not be moved with this glory , but onely 
the daughters of Son, the Citizens and free Denizens of the 
City of the heavenly Teruſalem ; theſe moved with the divine 
beauty and excellency of this King and Crown , ſhould flock 
unto him every where by heaps,making the hypocrites afraid, 
leſt all men ſhould believe in him. John 1 1. 48. 
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CHar, 1V, aſter the death of Eater, 
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\ | eau , thou art fair my love : behold , thon art fair :{ 9 My fiſter,my ſpouſe,thou haft wounded mine heart,theu 
thineeyes are like the doves ; among thy lecks thine haſt wounded mine heart with one of thine cyes, and with the 
hair is 'ike the lock of poats , which look down ſcom the Chain of thy neck. 
mountain of Gilcad. | 10 My lifter, my ſpouſe . how fiir 1% the love ! how much 
2 Thy teeth ar« like 2 flock of (b--t in good order , which better is thy lovethen wine , and the ſavour of thine oynt=- 
TO up from the waſliing * wh:ich cy ery one bring out twins , ments then all lpices 
and none is barren among them 11 Thy l1Þ%> my ſpouſe, drop 14 honey combs : honey and 
3 Thy lips arelikea thread of skarl t , and thy talke 1s , milk are under thy rongue; and the fayour of they garment 
comely : thy temples 4re within thy locks as a piece of a | as the favour of Lebanon 
pomegranate k | 12 My lifter, my ſpoule 4 44a garden incloſed, as a ſpring 
4 Thy neck is a5 the towre of David, buile for defence : a | ſhut up, and a fountain ſealed up. 
thouſand ſhields hang, therein , 4nd all the targets of the} 13 Thy plants are as an orchard of pomegranates , with 
frrong men. | {weet fruits, 4s camphire, {pikenard, 
5 Thy two breaſts ave as two FOung roes that are twins , | 14 Even Spikenard, and ſaffron, calamus, and cinamon , 
iceding among the lilſ1es {with all the trees of incenſe , myrrhe , and aloes , with all the 
5s Umwillthe day break, and the ſhadowes flee away, 1 will chief fpices. . 
gN0 1nt0 the mountain of nyt hc and to the mountain or 15 O fountaine of the gardens,O well of living waters,and 
incente. Eg | the ſprings of Lebanon. 
5 "Thouartall tair,my love; and there 15 no ipot 1n thee.) 16 Ariſe, O North , and come, O South, and blow 
3 Come with me from Lebanon, my lpoule, even with me} on my garden , that the ſpices thereof may flow out : lee 
from Lebanon , a» look from the-top of Amanah , trom the my welbcloyed come to his gardea , and cat his pleaſane 
rop of Shenir and Hermon , from the deas of the lions , and! fruir : 
from the mountains of the leopards, 


The Reſolution. 


wW Ap EE OO f the former Chapter,h re the Bridegroom? was adorned im the folemmxation of hy marriage : Now the 
beauty of the Spouſe ts ſhewed by hey Eyes, Teeth, Lips, Temples, Neck, Breafts , verſ.1.2.3.4.5. The prasfe whereof at 

length « layed by paſs to a greater perſechon , Veil. 6. And lutherto of the legal! Church and the Evangelicall : the 
beginning of one 1ned to the end of the other. Now of the Evanzel:caT Church, full and perfect, what a one it ſpowld be after our 
redemptron,by the death of Chriſt and 11; © qr" arent Of this Church , m the reſt of the Canticles , uw a double deſcription ; dt» 
vided and conwyned. The firſtsconfidereth the peculiar and different Churches which ſowld be upon earth,niſl the econd commg 
of Chriſt; n Ind h, for the more planmeſ}e , ve call them [iſt rs : the on elder, the x: t 1 ounger lilkers * Wee call her el er aud firſt be - 
gotten, which w as concerved and brought forth mthe Difcitles , whom Chniſt collected , rich forthauh af ter hu reſurrethon , m- 
creaſed ronderfy ty , and 1s yet gronmy 1m this our time : The younger ſha!! (tring up m the laſt aye of th: world,xhch we yet 
exſpett. The eldeſt is deſcribed tn a dv rſc fortunc, Rouriſhing, decayed, and reſtored : Flouriſhing , Terl.9.3.9.10.11., De- 
cayed, partly mclming to rame, m the reſt of 14 Chapter; t«rt | 142 the ahole tiftl Chapter ; aud reſtored at lengths 
mn the beginmnsg of the ſixth 


ty lymyg lead 
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Verſ.1. Bchold,thou art farr my Love, behold, thou are ſcur; they were within her locks,that is, they were to covered with 
thou haſt Doves eyes mithmn thy lockes , thy hair is as : | haite, that the brightnefle thereof was tomewhat hindred: the 
flock of Goates that appear from Mount Gilead. | multicude of the faithful! being contemned and deſpiſed. 

N tke laſt verſe of the former Chapter was taught how the | This Dove-like chaſtity of the Zr:de was to covered , that ſhe 

lolemnity of the Marriage began. Now the Bridegroome {cemed a difordeclv company to the proud Pharifes:; Do any 

in his own words ſheweth how the Bride was adorned. All of the Elders,or of the Phanifes bdrove on (111: © but this common 
which is but to let us ſee the ſtate and condition of the people which know not the law ar oouried , Joh.7.48.49. Yet 
Church which Chriſt himſelf choſe preſent here in earth : this fight was nor fo ſharp at firit,but grew by degrees , it was 
whoſe firſt ariſing was like a pillar of ſmoak ; bur after he be- alwayes pureand true , but ſmall in the beginning : They 
gan his office , he came forth in a moſt divine glorious ſhew, were ignorant of the death of Chritt,much more of his reſnr+ 
as ſliding from heaven. She is firſt commended for hetf rection ; his dorine alſo was oftentimes , little underftocd 2 


eycs z by the ſight whereof, is ofren underſtood Indgeiment , 
and Vuderſtand:/ng : for the which ſhe was commended by 
Chriſt himſelf , who publiſhed thole eyes bleſſed,that ſaw the 
things which the Bride then law , Luke 10.23. Heallio gave 
thanks to his Father , that hee had hid theſe things from the 


Are yee not Without u mlerſlanding®? Mat. 1 5.26 Neitherdoth he 
upbraid thc only that once with ignorance & dulneſfle , their 
haire icatreringly and ditorderly hanging,hindied their fight. 
Her ſecond praite is of the haire it felt, thar ſhe might not be 
thought detormed by it. Now this hare betokeneth the 


wiſe and prudent, and revealed them to Babes , Luke 10.2 1.| whole multitude of the faithfull of thoſe times, firly ſer forth 
Her eyes were Doves eyes, that is, chaſte & ſhametfaſt, looking! by their number : her compariſon toa flock of goates, may 
only on her own Husband, as appeared by the words of Peter | be underſtood (if 1 be not deceived) partly of that which 
himſelf ( when others fell away ) declared, he knew not whi -, goeth before,and partly of that which followeth. 


therelſe to go, John 6.68. yet though thele eyes were cleer,' 


Before,the godly Iſraelites (cattered through the ten tribes 
AY arc 
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led Goates.Chap.r.t. Whoſe flocks are ſaid to be leſle 
art » becauſe they ſcatter themſelves and keep not 
- togetheras ſheep do. As Varro ſaith in his ſecond book of 
- husbandry. Chriſt indeed had many hearers,but few amongſt 
- them which truely belceved: of many called few were choſen 
* The head whereon the faithfull depend is Chriſt , which was, 
thought then to be with as great danger , as the Goates hang 
on the ſides of Muunt Gilead, or any other ſtcep hill or rock. 
Tf any did confeſſe him to be Chriſt , he ſbould be caſt «14 of 
the Synagogue, Inhn 9.22. Therefore Nicodemms durit not 
be ſeen in this mountain of G-lead in the day time. Such was 
the condition ofthe Church at that time , her pietic quick of 
underſtanding and chaſte, but covered with hair,and hid from 
the world,not having yet obtaincd ripenefſe,it was vet thinne 
and reproachfull , not daring to joyn together without preat 
danger. 
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vetl. 2. Thy teeth are like a flocke of rev that tve even 
ſhorne, which come « p from the najhmg : whereof evciy one bear 


fminnes and none 1s barren amont(t them. 


Theſe teeth{compared to a flock of ſheep )are the diles; les [a 


of Chriſt , whom he appointed as faithfull and wiic ditpo!ers 
to give every one of his houfhold their allowance in due 
 ſealon, 1uk.12.41. They muft allo be ftropg, and of a kt: 
of Honic nature , to whoin the care was committed of pre 
paring.,and as it were , chewing meat for others the better to 
digeſt it: Theſe ſheep are even , like the Cherubims, 1 King. 
6.25, If it be asked why Chriſt ſent his twelve Apottles two 
and two to preach,inſtructed all with like power, of teaching, 
of working miracles, &c. Mark.6.7. It was becaulc he would 
fruly let before us the two golden cherubimis, juſt of the lame 
tength, breadth, andlargeneſle of eyery part equally. So that 
Peter was not more excellent then the reit, but there was one 
commune adminiſtration , one authority , one juri{d tion ; 
And the ſame meaſure had the 70. Diſciples afterwards, both 
among themſelves,and among the twelve , whom he allo ſent 
out ewo and two , with the very ſame Laws and command- 
ments which the former had, Luk.1o.1. Thediſciples came 
bp from the waſhing , inftracted by baptiſme : cleanſed from 
all 6ithines of fin by faith in Chriſt. Laſtly,their fruitful- 
neſle is declared by every 6/72 bearing tminnes,and none barrcn 
among them. This belongeth to the fruit which followed 
their preaching : for the diſciples having performed their 
meſſage,returncd with foy . becauſe the devils were ſubjet ro 
them by that name which they declared. But Chriſt ſheweth 
them of & larger fruit: which they durſt not hope for. 1 ſaw 
(farihe) Satan as i: nere lyghtwng fallmg down from heaven. 
As if by ſom*< violence (at the voice of the Golpel) he had 
been driven ont of his Kingdom, Luke to 78. 

Verſ 2. Thy lips are tike a thread of ( arlet , and thy ſpeech 
75 comely:T hy tempies ave lreg a peece of 4 Pomegranate nit/-1m 
thy locks. 

Thelips figuratively do fignitic ſpeech , whole praiſe is 
two-fold: Nendernes and colour. As 1mall as a thread, and as 
redas {carlet,which rwo.fhew the Dotrine ofthoſe times. As 
im form it was moſt pure, ſincere,and moſt divine , and there- 
fore compared to a {mall fitk thread : So the matrer in a ſpe- 
ciall manner ferting forth his death-is compared to ſcatlet. 
Who would not kifſe & reverence thoſe lips, which ſpake nor 
of the carth, bit of heaven from whence they came ? Iohn 3 
31.32.BlefNed were thoſe times whick ſourided with the voice 


% 


of God himſelf : when all his words were dipped in {-arlet, | 


and all his do&rine as it were coloured with blood , by often 
mentioning of his ſuferings, Mat.16.21.0>c. But theſe you 
will ſay are the lips of Chriſt himfelfand not of the Chnrch. 
He is rhe kcad of this body , and therefore the Church then 
ſpake with his lips. He that beareth you , heareth me : and he 
that deſprſeth you , deſriſeth me; and hs that d-fpiſeth me,de(t1- 
ferh him that ſent me , Re1o.16. [And thyſpeech ws comely ] 
> This ſometranſate, Thy ſoli:arines is to be defired , for the 
- word 1n the origioall fignifieth both , which wordit ſeemeth 


The ſlate of the Church 


Cnae. 1 V- 


hewiſe Salomon nſeth adviſedly, to fignifie both, for though 
11s words ſeemed harſh to the Scribes & Phariſees,as coming 
out of a deſert,ſtopping their ears at his words, like the deafe 
adder , as 1t was foretold, Pſzl.58.5. C>c. yet their ſervants 
confelled , that never man om like him. Tolit7.46. No 
marvell then,,though the godly hearers were {o taken withhis 
words,that they oftentimes forgat to provide things neceſſary 
'tor theinſeives, Mark.6.35. Hitherro of the {pecch,now fol 

loweth , of the Temples {ip a prece of a Pomegranate mith:1; 
her Locks. The Temples are that part of the head which 
extendeth it ſelf from either part of the forchead , between 
(the eyes and the ears , evento the crown of the head , and 
| being next unto the head , and placed above the eyes , teeth 
and lips , they ſeem ro tignitie thote which are appointed to 
ve Eccletiaſticall governours 1n the Church,which ſhould re 

f.eſhthe lock with ſweet-and pleatant juice , diſtilling from 
them with a fragrant imell like apiece of a Pomgranate.Not- 
withilanding , the Church in thole dayes lived contemptu 


' " lv os . va Troy by @ ba % , h 4 1% » _— »- T . % " 
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1S |! | &s nl ww WW! / Tx < oO! 3111 

Ve! i / Fr / A 'S; (iA fi) [ iT, I) a\ C ' luiler for 4 


Mt NLELAS of 


| Now the neck 15 com- 
[his tower teems to be that in 
P-3.1$ 25.26; Which 15 called , The Armory of” 
neck 15 that bond wherewith v head is joyned 
Now that bond whereby Chrilt is jovned to 
the Churchzis partly of the Spirit, partly of the Humanity re- 
ceived, Evheſ.2.21.22. and 4.16. and s.zo0. The ſpirituall 
[ts common to all things. The other then firit began , when 
{putting on ourniture he lived here on earth , which ſeemeth 
'beſt to agree with the Metaphor 1a this place. The beauty ot 
{this neck is ſet forth as well in regard of the end,as of che ule. 
| The end, that it ſhould be as a tower, built ro hang {words in, 
'that kinde of weapons wherewith enemies are beaten and 
vanquiſhed. Theuſe , that it might bean Armory for all 
\mighty men. As concerning the firit , He therefore took 
'our hamanity, tat the world,the law, finne , the devill, hell, 
'and all the crue that fight againft our ſalvation might be 
overcome ard conquered. Pe ef good cheer (laith Chriſt) 1 
\ have ove; come the norld;Toh 16.33. The devill was foyled in 
many combates , while the only begotten lived in our frailty, 
he brought many large ſpoyles into this Armory , immortal! 
publiſhers of h15 divine vertue; But this true Sambſon, by his 
death overcame his enemic3 , he conſecrated the fword of 
Goltaiytothe Lord , and overſpread and covercd this whole 
Tower with ſpoyles. In this triumphant Chariot he ſpoyled 
principalities and powers.Qc. Col.2.14.15. Theſe were the 
chains and collars wherewith the neck of the Charch was 
[adorned 1n tholedaves. Theutc ofthis Tower is that , here 
| ould hang a thouſar: { Bucklers, and all Shields of the mighty 
Thefe Armes are of that kinde wherewth every one 15 cove- 
red and defended.” All the ancient mighty ones, which from 
the beginning of the worid have triumphed over tinne and 
death , have been abundantly ſupplyed with weapons out of 
this Armory , which was only faithin Chritt, as it is plain , 
Hebr.11. tarough the whole Cha». 

Verl.s. Tiy tro breafls are likr to yours Root, that are 
| ITE;048 which feed anng the Lillics. 

Thefe two brea{:s are the Apoſtles and Diſciples , which 
Chriſt {ent before him intoevery City and plice whither he 
himſelf woald come. They wereof a low condition and 
| 11mple at firſt. 1:%e young Koes new yeaned, called from their 
;nets to the oflice of teaching They were twins ſent forth two 
1nd ewo , alla like in difpottion and manners , many in per- 
fons one in dottrine: fee before, verſe z. They ſpread abroa4 
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the knowledge of ſalvation through the whole Country , a+ 
lwittly 25s the Roes are wont to ran over the hills It was bu: 
tile rimechat they ſpent in their legacie , yet lect they no 
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CrUrayP. IV. 
thing undone which was given them in command, If you 
ask how thele breaſts were ſupplyed with milk , which they 
ſhould yeeld to others , The young Roes feed among the Lil- 
l:es. In the company of the Elett , which imell moſt iweetly 
and pleaſantly in Chiiſt,, (fortuch ace the Lilties atterward , 
Chap. 6.1.) they drew abundantly which they tanght to 
others; Theſe things ſhall ſuffice to Cecl2rethe conditions 
of tholetimes. 

Verſ. 6. Intl the dy break , and the ſpadowes flie anay : 1 
Wu gee met: te mu untan of ms, rrhe,a":G tothe 1:1 TY; frankmn;- 
cente. 

Here is $ ſatne time repeatedirhich was 
The lenes interpret this mountarn of my, rſh the meuntam of 
Morral,wyhereI{auc was bound to be Facriified, Gen.? 2.2. and 
whercon the Temple was butit, 1n the piace y David had pre 
pared in the threſhing foore of Ornantine [+ but {ite,z Chr. 3.1. 
Alſo in theſe few worils is comprehended that whole Hittory 
from Mat.16.21. unto theend of that Goſpe!. Neither ate 
theſe words (I will get me) without Em [2a (ts : for thereby 15 
ſhewed, that Chriſt aſcended intothis mountain of his own 
accord.not drawn thither by force of cnemie5,nor compelied 
by perſwaſion of fricns , for they rather exhorted lym to ta- 
vour himfclf, Mat.16.22. and were moved with yicat priet at 
the mentioning of his death, Iolt6s 6. This Hil! 
kincenle was Mount Golgotha , whereon that only {acrifice 
was offered to God the Fathe! by Chriſt the Sonne , where") 
hce1s reconciled to the Elect for eve! 


* _ - , 
10k of, Chat. t.17 
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was the frordof that tr:umphant Emperor hung about the 
necke of the Church, wherew:t:thall our deadly enemies were 
Nain 2t once, Now we fee how this skiltull cratitman hath 
painted ont the ſtate of the Church of to long at'=* his t1me 


with more then mortall wir, delcribing the ornaments of her 


flouriſhing eſtate , comforting the caiaminzes ot her aftiicted, 


cſtare, and tweetly rejoycing 2t the felicity of hereftate re- 
ftored With how divine words hath he comprehended the 
birth , infancy, officeand death or Chiitt © Kere 15 the laſt 
end of the old Church,and the beginning of the new: For the 
dearth of Chriſt brought that midday , wheicin the old ſha- 


dowes utterly vaniſhed.never fo recuurne azatin. 


Verie 7. I on art all farre my love, there 1s no | pot in the 
Go farct Legall Church. Now of the Chrittian Church 


[ly as it was at Chriſts reſurretion, ( 4.D.3z4 ) and trom 


thence hath increaſed unto this day, the flouriſhing condi 

tion whereof 15 declared in thele five next vertes :; tor Chriit 
departing into the hill of Frankincenſe by his death and bu- 
riall , was not long abſent , but roſe early the third day by 
power of the Spirit, and returned to his own , with whom te 
converled 40.dayes , ſNiewing themall things which belong 
to the King dome of God : making, and acknowledging the 
Chuzch by his inftruction ; ſound, pertect and abtolute. She 
was never all faire till now , ſhe was many times before com- 
mended tor her beauty,and by the divine mercy , wherein the 
Father beholdeth her in the Son , ſheis a 
Evbeſ $.26.27. 
Yr .tH r , by the Word. 
a 

4 


C1! 


'\waics glonous, 


But now ſhe was in her moſt pure and 
ouriihing eſtate , Not having ſpot or nrinckle , or any juch 
mg » but holy and unblameable. Now ſhe obeyed Chnitt 
onely,adding nothing of her owne,neither changing, or onut- 
ting any of thoſe things which he required to be done and 
obſerved. This perteion laſted the firſt 300. yeares : though 
tomewhat declining towards the end , yet toll!erable all that 
{[pace-withoutany great ſpot of deformity. 

Vert. $. Come ntl; me from Lebanon ( my Spouſe) with me 


from Lebanon , looky from the top af Amana , from the top of 


Shemr and Hermon : from the Liens Dens, from the mountaines 
of the Leopards. 


> of God. 


Fran-! 


Canchfied and cdenſed nth the waſbimng of 


at the time Chrifts Paſſion, 


Taurus, and ftretching to the Aiver IStcvs, 
may behold Syria , Mrſopotams » Cilicia, and all the lefſet 
Aſia. Shemy and Hermon are two hills on the Eaſt fide » 
Deut.3.9. Theſe hills are called Lyons dens,and mount aims of 
Leopards , not ſo much becaufe wilde beaſts did live in then, 
but rather men of fierce and cruetdiſpofitions , Heathen Ido 
laters, void of all knowledge and fear of God. This inviting 
| then , whereby the Bridegroome ſolicite:h t:1s ſpouſeto look 
down upon him f:om theſe mountains , reacherh the propa- 
cation of the goſpel aſter Chrifts reſurrection , whereby the 
tierce and cruel nations ſhuvld be admitted intothe Church 
Now the noolf (bonld dneſln:1/ the Lambexc. Ta. 
11.6. The Church was before ſhut up in the narroug bounds 
of Indca ; The doors were breaſts indeed , but they yeelded 
milk only to the Iſraelites, they were dry toftrangers. Now 
the Jewes and Gentiles ſhould draw together of the lame 
fountain , fo that by Chraft both had an accefſe by one Spit 
| unto the Father, Eph.2.1s. Chriſt Icd bis ſpouſe 25 it were by 
| the hand from yp is and the other mountains , when the 
brethren diſperſed by perſecution , preached Chriſt firſt to 
| Grecians, Act.$.1.and 11.20. At thattime he was preached 
tothe Samaritan,the Eunch was baptized,and Peter warned 
| by a viſion to cal! nothing common, or unclean , Atl.10.15. 
This joyfull meſſage went all the world over , but the firit re 
port of it flew tow ards the nomnh and Eaſt, Pllep / rhe Spirit 
c ommanding him) went neer unto Gat , but fra: hewayes 
returned from thence to 4 Tots. Acts $ 

Vert. 9. Thou haſt raviſned my heart (my 
thou haſt raviſbed my heart > 
chame of thy neck. © 

[his eye and chaineare the Church of Amtoch , encloſed 
with the mountams Amana and Lebanon : wh.o by the labour 
and diligence of Paul and Barnabas; and iheworking of rhe 
Spirit,the Bridegy00m was witli 200d caule raviſhed with thas 
eve which ſhined with ſo great light , yet the beautie thereot 
chiefly pgliſtercd , when lome contending to havethe Law 
joyned with Chritt , this Church withſtood them , and by 
Barnab.s and Pan! in the Synod of the Apoities at Terw- 
falem , maintained faith only in Chrift ſaffictenrt to ſalva- 
tion, Act.15. And thenwas the chaine hung about her neck; 
when ſhe was firſt called a Chriſtian , 4.11.26. The huma- 
nitie of Chriſt was before the neck of the Church , now the 
name of Ch:ift is the chaine of that neck. And being a Gen- 
tile, yet is now aliſtertothe Jewiſh Church. And to ſhew 
that ſhe 1s as dear to him as the Jewiſh, He calterh her alſo his 
ipoute, 

Verl.1o. How fair « thy love (my ſiſter,my ſpouſe) how much 
better 1s thy love then wine , and the ſimu lt of thine oyntment* 
then all ſpices ! 

Love 15 taken figuratively for the effets whereby it is 
ſhewed. Ovntments are gifts of grace, which the Father be- 
ſtoweth on the Church forthe Sons fake, he acknowledged 
her love before this time, vet now (in the ſpace remaining of 
the flouriſhing Church) in this,& the uext verſe,ſhe ſhewerh 
moſt apparent argrments of higheſt and moſt unfained love. 
For love that cannot be withdrawn by adverſity is ever moſt 
precious and pleaſant. But no times ycelded more matter of 
triall of conſtancy,then thoſe ( 44.1).60.Cxc.) of Nero, Dom 
tian, T raiane,& the other Romanetyiants,who lett nothing 
unattempted, that either hatred of the truth might yeeld the, 
or power might perform , whereby the Chriſtian name might 
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| be altogether extinct. But it was wonderfull, how the tyrants 


were wearied with kiiling , and the Chriftians incouravged in 


dying.S0 that it was no marvell,it/thefec boxes being broken) 


| the fimell of the oyntments moſt pleaſantly ſpread it felf 


farre and wide. The ten books of Euſebiies his Ecclefiaſticall 


The meaning of this verſe will be the better underſtood if hiſtory are full Commentaries of this and the next verſe, 


we firſt run over the words. Lebanon is a famous hill on the 


| Verl.it. Toylips (O my ſpouſe) drop as the honycomb; Hon 
Noith borders ofthe Land of Iſrael. 4mnus far more Nort-! 7 fe / 


therly,toward the Weſt of Syria,being a parcell of the Mea] 


and mul ke are under thy tengue : and ! 


w ſmell of thy earments 
1s lik the ſmell of Lebanon. *y 


F232 The 


f whenee one =o 


-———— The fate of the Clurc 


”  Thehonvycomb ot the lips is ſweetnefle of ſpeech. Hony 
”  andmilk,pleaſantnes of Noctrine; milk is chief among thoſe 
things that nowciſh , and hony in the faculty of prelerving. 
The garments are chiefly the covering of Chriſts righteoul-| 
nes » with which only the nakednes of the Saints is covered, 
that they dare appear in the tight of God ; the hem of which 

arment is outward honeſty , and ſoundnes of manners and 

iſcipline. The mount Lebanon reaching many miles,fet tull 
of cedars and other ſweet {meiling trees , vyeelded ſuch a 
ſtrong fragrant ſmel! , that no ill ſayour whatloever could 
take away the ſweet perfume thereof, So in this Church 
faith imbracing the righteouſneſfte of Chriſt , and holines 
of life , breathed forth ſuch a ſweet tinell , that he which 
would endeavour to quench that , ſhould beletle able ro do it 
then to exceed all the odoriferous perfumes ot Lebanon 
joyned together by a greater ſmell, Wherefore that we may 
ſee the application : tirſt we know that the Greek eloquence 
now chiefly attended on the truth , for God raiſed up D1v- 
mfins the Arecopagite-lnadyatins, Ariitides tht Aenin Dio 
mins of Corinth , Melito ; AÞoilmaris , Pulycarp;ss and 
many othereloquent men », by, whole plealant Orations t [14 

Lips of the Spouſe dropt like a Hony-comb , an her tongue 
flowed with profitable ſpeech as with a mol? ple (ant 10un- 
tain of milk, Then concerning the line}! of her garments, 
no times were ever more truitfnil of Heretickcs , which la 

boured with their thy comments , to take away the mol 
divine ſavour of truth , and bring it tonothing. But thi! 
ſweetnes of Lebanon could not be overcome. but the tmel! 
of her garments was afterward weaknod , therefore no mar 
yell if tilthy ecrours prevailed, The holines of the Church 
was teſtified as well by enemies ( ſuch as was Plame the 
ſecond , Enſebins lib, 3, chat. 33.) as by triends , Juſtine, 
Tertwllian, and Cyprian , which marvellouſly (et forth the 
ſweetneſſe of her garments. This dignity continued in 
ſome meaſure , untill the time of Drocleſtan the Emperour 
Indeed the truth and regard of manners and honetty by little 
and little began to decay , pride privily creepingin; yet the 
ſmell of the garments for the firſt 3 00. yeares remained ſound 
and uncorrupted, without any notable change as the Spirit 
foretold it, 

Ver(.12, A Garden incloſed my ſiſter, my Cporſe, a (prin, 
Put 1p 4 fowntain ſealed, 
Ye have heard how the Church in her flouriſhing eſtate 

wos all fair : Now followeth her declining Condition , and 
firſt how ſhe ran to ruine , threatning a fall , before ſhe fell 
away altogether, In this verſe is propoiinded her double 
eſtate , one in reſpect of ſtrangers , the other in regard of 
her own houſhold, As to ſtrangers , it is 4 grrden mcloſed! 
To her own , 4 ſpring (but up , a fountain ſealed, The 
Church is often compared to a Vine , her ſafety ( wherewith 
God youchſafeth ro defend her from the raye of her ene 
mies) toa Wall , a Hedge or Incloſure , as Pſalm v0.4.12, 
and Iſa.5.1.2, But now the Church was void of tuch defence 
for thtee hundred years, Fortified by no power of Princes,01 
authority of Magittrates , or any Ordinance of Lawes, Yet 
at length God flitred up Conſtantine the Great , who fenced 
this Garden with a wall , rooting out the Tyrants , and re- 
FMajning all hoſtility that might dilturbe the peace , and 

uietneſle of the Church, And not onely ticed her from 
the power of her enemics , but confirmed her liberty by 
Laws and Ordinances, and alſo advanced her to great honout 
and dignity , Enſceb, I1b.z, Now the Garden was incloſed 
and fenced from the invaſion of all her enemies. But what 
was ſhe then in reſpect of her own houſhold i 4 ſpring (but 
ud ; afountanſ*alrd, From common Theeves, wedefend 
eur fortunes v ith walles and houſes ; from private theeves , 
which live wi k us in the ſame houſes , we keep our goods in 
Cheſts with lc ckes, 'Theretore the fountain ſealed ſheweth, 
that all had rot leave to draw and todrinke , which lived 


withjathe in. lofure of che Gaiden ; for ſeeing the Me: 
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and ſpring yeeldeth lively juice to hearbes and trees, many 
which had room appointed them in the Garden, wanted 
this wholeſome watering of true life. Which altogethei 
agreeth with that in the Revelation, Chapter 5.2. 3. and 
[1.2, (Cc. andi12.6, The fountain was ſealed ro man; 
given ovcr into a teprobate ſenſe to imbrace Arramſime 
and others given wholly to ſuperſtitions newly (prung up , 
wherewith milerable men were fo blinded , that they had 
no more power to come to this ſpring of ſalvation , then it 
they had bin ſhut ont with barres and bolts. Now was the 
glory of the Church much dimmiſhed , which of late w 
all tairc. 

Verl.r;, I'ry plants ave an Orchard of Pon granats with 
pleaſant frumts, Camphyye with Sriknard, 

Verl IS, v a] % ard und k aſſron , Calamimu and Cman M 
with all trees f Frankimgcente , Mwrrhe ang Altos , i 1 4ll thi 
chef: p : 

[lis deſcriptio 11s acc ording to tie Proprietivs Which ate 
Wont ro ve (eCthinNAayg pleatant Garden O1 Orch wr Fitft wet! 
tenced, andatier fet with choice trees , then watered pleni 
tully with lweete water, toturthly placed in afreſh a1 
laſtly, fruirtull and proftitable Inthe former verſe we has 
th tencing ! Now behold rhe planting which contiits of two 
(Orts of Tices ; ſome for (ruit , Come only fo; vleaturc, The 
one plainly ſhewed in the firlt words , an Orchard of Por 
erimmdtes, the other in the words following , with react 
friits, As there are two forts of Trees - [0 are there tw 
orders of the Members inthe Church; one putlil Cithe other 
private, The Pomegrantes lipnific thote which labour i; 
the word and doctrine , or in the politike government of ti 
Church, The pleaſant fruits are the Chriſtian Conporega 
tions,ready to obey their Governours, which t hough they arc 
not to be compared to the fruit Trees , yet by reaton of thei! 
obedience and conlent , they much adorne this Orchard, Ot 
theſe plealant fruits there are two ſorts , ſome more com: 
mon , as Campure , or Cypres, and Sprkenard , tome more 
(carce, as Spiknard and Saffron, oc» Veirlet4, The more 
vulgar ſhew the unlike meaſure of gifts, Wheiein all are nof 
the eye ,nor all rhe eare, as the Apoitle fpeaketh : but inducd 
with great variety of graces profitable to the perfecting of 
the body of Chriſt, 1 Coy,12 4.40 [he more (carce atC 
of three forts ( for t! edivers degrees of private men Heaibs, 
Shrubs, and Trees , all of (weete and pleatant pertiumes 
which ſheweth that the Chiith ans incloſed within the com 
paile of this fenced Garden abounded in graces , alwellthe 
loweſt and the midlemoſ! a4 the ligheſ z; CVCLY ONCE TITST II 
leverall degrees, The ornaments which Corftantime beltowed 
wpon the Church, as Riches , Honour, Immunities , magni 
ticent buildings of Temples , and the like , were meere de 
lights , like an Orchard (et with Pomograndte vlants, Thi 
trees and fruit here mentioned fee to flignific thuſe coun 
tries Where they grew , to bee firſt incloſed within this 
Fence, Av by Romegrantes, Charthage , and other places in 
Africa 3 Camphire and Spikenard our Evropran Nations, 
Neither was it raſhly done to reckon thele inthe fl places. 
tor Ewyore Was then the chicke part of this parden , mol 
famous tor tlie multitude of the faithfull, and purity of the 
truth, 

Veil, 15. A fountain of Gardens,e well of living waters and 
flreames from Lobanon | 

Tothe fencing and planting is added watering , without 
whieh the beauty of the garden would ſoon decay, The foun 
tain is commended, becauſe it is of Gardens , becauſe it 15 4 
well of living waters,and which flox from Lebanon. He ſpeak 
eth now of many gardens , becaſe the garden [4 common, 
that is to lay, one Church divided into many particular Con 
gregations and Pariſhes j like beds OY bordeis in a Garden. 
Now allo it is called a Well, which of late was but a Fountain 
and ſpring, becauſe it is digged deep againſt the heat of the 
Sunfor drying it up, Living waters, which ow continually 
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16: whoſe Spring the Church hath never wanted. | appear by his anſwer in the next verſe. | L 
nppe vhee (ſelf =D "leapt whence we all draw , and; Verf. 17. 1 am come into my Garden,m Siſter ,my $ 
me moſt pure Conduit-pipes/the Apoſtles) which received I have gathered my myrre with nry ſpice: I have eaten my Wa - 
ag from the firſt Fountain, lived not long be- comb 1th my hony ; I have — reane withmy milk. 

mly , 0 beloved 1 Ot, a 


the water flow! tain 
fore. Now is mention firſt made of Living waters in regard © friends, ay 0 drink aboun 


of the Counceil of Nice » of ſo many learned and Religious be drunken with loves, | | 
men out of al! parts of the earth. Ly whom the rivers of 11- They commonly expound it,as if: yeelding to her requeſt) 
rs TUN 1NtOo CAC I part of the Churc I, much dryed up he ſhould (a Y» [hou doſt intreat me ro come into the gardens 
with the Arrian heat. Conſlantme himielf was that Lebanon Loe,l come, thou haſt thy deſire, But the Hiſtory direterh 
f.om whence theſe waters did flow, He called the Counceil $10 another expoſition, as if he ſhould ſay,whereas rhou de- 
Maintained ita! 11S own coſt, & cohimed it by 1115 authority ſirelt that 1 ſhould come into the Garden , ro what end 
Ver. 16. Auake, 0 North-nind; and come thow * ont'), blow ſhould I come? my harveſt and my vintage , and time of de- 
uhou my Garden , that het es thereof may flow ont. 1,0t my lights are patt; I was there long lince,and png my myrrhe 
loved come mto his Gard: 14nd eat by pleafant friw't, | ith my fries C7 | have laid UP AS INUCN AS | pleaſed » now” 
ſhe tir member ot th:3 verie leemeth tobe the words of n thing tremaineth wherein 1 ſhould take pleaſure. Thus © 
the Bride-groom for the Lord of theG rden (peakethdaving laith the Bridegroom. 1 his harveſt ys preſently | 
Blia upou my Garden ; Bur the Rird:e is the Garden her felt, at the fencing of the garden , alloon as Con antine obtained 
[not the M{iNtrefle of it : tor any nny him into the Gaiden: the 1 mpire; for then the fruit ( getting heat of the Sun } ; 


yiINg wate 


1 , 


VHotuly and modeſtly contefieth it ro be his, not hers 3 Jet was qui klynupe; And the good Husbandinan loſt no op ITe 
my | ed (faith ſhe) come mto his Garden Here is the trinity, but gathered infinite tore of all kinde of fruits while 


£ ' perature 01 the ayre added tothe watery. Neither Goth the tume ſerved. Burt atter ke departed from the Garden, he 
the Bridegroome intreat that alupply ſhould be made rom returned no more , till a thouſand rwwo hundred and three» * 
any but himſelf of that which Thovld be fr forthe garten; toore day es were ended Revel.1 1.z.For the Pridegzoom muſt 
but to ſhow what ayre the Garden ſhould ute at thole thnes, belo long iblent. as the Bride hid herle't, Therefore theſe 
By the Nort) and the Sorth,are met nr wrote and, 7/1 I, who words teach no ſhort and (wift return into thegarden, bug: 
ltfoutly defended the truth in thoſe times , againtl the ,474.44 yeeld aicalon why he was not ina long ſpace to be expeRted. 
Laitly, of the fruic whereunto he 15 invited : for it The fecond part of the aniwer belongeth to his fellowes op. 


1 


herche, 

is no idle invitation, only for faſhions fake, bur for great uſe, friends. Ee (faith he) (0 frients, and be drunkgn with loves, 
COL SLULSE the Codition of Mot LInig I.ct [| th ſ) ( ls wo! i [4 (lr WA » I5 lometiunes in Scripture taken for 
comeinto bs Garden,and oaths rheaant tro which words, drinke aboundant!y - Gin. 43. 34 or (ufficiently , but moſt 


no doubt.arc of the $} ouſe givine the Garden to her beloved, | commonty {in the vorſer part , for over much drinke » depri- 
not challenging it to her (elf, 25 is (41d betore ; for withour | ving the fenles ! Thete words very well expreſle the ſtate of 
doubt,fe perceived that her beloved 10d withdrawn himſelt,| thot, times ., declaring thoſe which boaſted to be the Bride« 
athemwile,had the invitation been in vain, There was an ex-/ groomes triends , to be pufted up wivh too much proſperity» 
ecllent outward ſew, but within, all things weredefiled with moſt bafely abuſing 1* , giving themſelves wholly to the 
Motle and Auth, Envy. brawimngs. Conentions Ambitions & throat and the belly as if they were out of their wits, 2ockis 
Heroic hid almott ab li{hed trite piety : fo that the Church whatſoever the godly Fnperot gave ſor the comelinelle _ 
wecefwily (leaving the multitude, who preferred a bare name commodity WS, es Coen they changed atl ro her ſhame 
01: Milken, a5 1 were in darknefle, with a few Citizens, and deftruction, It 1£ moft pleaſant to conſider how expreſ- 
Fs Colitarinele happens when the fountain was ſealed, as ly the Holy Ghoſt long betore painted out theſe things s 
i« (ajqattlie 1 1c: for then many more were within the which at length ſhould happen in the Church, the like where» 
Mounds of the Chitic hs, then had leave to drink of the Foun» of we (ee (till continueth, And hitherto of the Church in+ 
| Chen was the Dragon thruft out of heaven,and the wo- clining to fall,it ceated ro Nouriſh when the Bridegroom firſt Þ 
man ficd into the Defert 4 we have ſhewed in the Keovelas d+ parted the garden + nd as loon as Con/lantme came to the 1 
= [lg meaning is, the Church much flouriſhing out» Empire ; As long as 116 lived he was in great glory , bur pres 
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[ AO C71 INTO IMv *#nrder My thor my ty \uli y ithered (og! TT TE OUS not hk nds him | called him, but he 
my myrthe with my (pice:t 1 ate mine honey combe with antwered me not 
mine honey , 1 drank my wine with my milk ; cat O friends, » The watchmerr that went about the City found me:the 
Wiink and make you merry,O welbeloved {mote mie and wounded ime ! the watchmen of the wals to 
2 Iileep, but mine heart waketh t iewthe voice of my away my vaile from me, | 
welbeloved that kno keth; ſaying, Open unto me, my (ifter, $ Icharye youl S, daughters of Jeruſalem if you finde my 
my love,my dove,my undetiled : for mine head is full of dew,  welbeloved,that you tell him that I am fick of love, 
ind my locks with the drops ot the night | y Othoa the taireſ! among wornen 1 what is th welbe- 
i 1 have put off my coat, how ſhall I put it 010? 1 have wa» loved more then other welbeloved } what is thy we beloved 
Sed my feet. how Mall 1 defile them?  |morethen another lover, that thou doſt ſo charge us ? 
4+ My welbeloved put in his hand by the hole of the doore,] to My welbeloyed is white and ruddie, the chiefeſt of tel 
and mine heart was afeioned toward him, ' thouſand, | 
« liole upto open to my welbeloved, and mince hands did] x41 HFis head 44 as fine gold, his locks cutled z and black 4 
drop down myrrhe , and my finpers pure myzrhe uporthe fas a raven. 

Ones Cf 12G bat. ti: His eyes are likedoves upon the rivers ofthe waters, 
6s 1 opened to my welbeloved : but my welbo!oved was | which are waſht with milke,and remaine by the full veſſels. 
gone and paſt; mine heart was goue when he did ſpeak; 1| 13 His cheeks are as a bed of ſpicey,and 48 fweet flowers? 
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his tips by lillies dropping down pure wyrthe. 
©1 His bands as rings of i f f 
* belly like white yvory covered with Caphirs, 

14 His leges are as pillars of marble, ſet upon ſockets of | 
hSnc gold: his countenance as Lebanon , excellent as the 
cedars. 


The ſlate of the Ohuyeb, 


C "1 p. V 
15 His month « «5 ſweet things , and he is wholly delett- 


gold ſet with the chryſolite! his able :-this is my welbeloved, and this is my lover, O daugh 
|rers of Jeruſalem, 


16 O the faireſt among women, whither is thy welbeloved 
gone ? whither is thy welbeloved turned afide, that we may 
teek him with thee ? 


—— — — 


| Itherto of the Clurch declining and rum:ine to yuine. 
1 her belo ved cally her, verſ. 1,2,3. Toe hi # (be ſowght hi 
Was 1ſed of the wat hmen,verl. 4, 5,6. and how of the dan ebtc Ys 


Ver. I I ſleep » but my heart wak-th , it is the voic? of my 
beloved that knockgth » ſaying , Open to me my ſiſter, my 
love, my dove, my undefiled ; for my head ts filled wth 
dew, and my locks nith the drops of the mght. 
He negligence of the Church lying thus 15 declared; Firſt 
by her drowſineſle,, then by his enticing call , and laſt- | 
1y by the Night cauſes of her excuſe. Sleep cauſcd her out- 
:, ward ſenſes to be benummed , that ſhe neither regarded nor ' 
conſidered how ſuperſtitions aroſe ; as it happened to the 
- Houftolder, Mat. 13.25. Neither could it be otherwiſe,(when | 
the Bridegroome left the garden, and his friends or fellowes 
drunken with proſperity , wholly gaping after riches and ho-) 
gours,all common good deſpiſed). but ſleep would overcome. 
þ the Spouſe, wherein ou:wardly ſhe ſhould not differ from a 
* dead woman, howſoever the heart ſhould move and live , the 
ſeed of faith nor altogether quenched. This drowſineſle 
nw; o in,in the time of _—_— , when a gaping heavineſſe 
with a continual! defire of ſleeping , ſo opprefled the Spoule, 
that the ſharpeſt ſighted Paſtors could not uſe theic outward 
ſenſes: not perceiving how ambicion crept: in among the! 
Biſhops; 4 po only that , but-now they began to conſe-! 
crate Temples to Saints, earneſtly to ſeek their Reliques,to 
worſhip them with prayers ; and to beleeve that prayer; 
made in the honour of Saints at their Sepurchres did profit ' 
much. Who could now tel] whether the Church were ſleep- | 
ing or waking > who neither loathed nor perceived ſuch! 
things. When Conſtantine was dead,Chrift found the Chnrcin, 
* afleep,and ſought by all means to ſtir her up, both by knock-! 
- Angandcalling. He knocked by perſecutions in the times of 
* Cunſtance,Iulian and 7alens , of whom, though Iul:an were a! 
. profeſtenemy. ( A. D. 368:) yet the other two exceeded 
imincruelty. After their tyrannous raigne , God ſtirred 
- up Palentiman in the Weſt parts, by whom Chriſt lovingly 
{ called his Spouſe, that returning unto her former integrity 
| ſhould open and let him in. Then taking away Valens, 
* hecalled more earneſtly at both doores ( as it were ) as well 
» IntheWeſt,as in che Eaſt, by Gratian and Theodeſtus the el- 
der: after by Arcad:us and Honorins, then by Theodoſries the 
younger and Yalentinian the third. And laſtly, ( that there 
might be four pair as it were anſwerable to the foure yoyces, 
My Sifter,my Love, my Dove, my undefiled one ) by Marcin 
- aloneinthe Eaſt. Theſe Emperours ſtudied and laboured 
3 gery religiouſly to defend and enlarge true Religion ; but the 
hwas in all the fault, who having theſe helps prepared, 
- would not uſe them to recover her former brightneſſe. To 
© this readines of the Emperours was added the voyce of the 
- moſtexcellept Biſhops, and beſt learned men of that time : 
As Baſile, Gregory, Nuxian7en, Ambroſe, Hierome,Chryſoſtome, 


Now lying profirate (be s doubly deſcyibed t Firſt hon (he negle: 
' PÞrom:fe their ſellon-lgbour to ſeek,him : 11 the reſt of the Chapter 


EA POSITION. 


The Reſolution, 


, + Fj » { , 1 s * / *# / , ; I : ' f, 4 ry {3+ / 
WII 70 VTINTE wg F me : I fri t wWreo! f4 [ CIFCMT x DWOTIT DROVE 
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& Terul/alom , nh kindled mth her mervellons pratf 


his Mutting our of the doores at night would doe. My ext 
(faith he) :« filed with dew, and ny lockes nitla the droÞs of 
the nt Thelocks of haire ſignified beforewl congreg a 
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| tion of the faithfwl, among whom true Religion was now {0 


much decayed by new and fooliſh Ceremonies , borrowed 
partly of the Jews and Gentiles, and partly invented of thei 
own idle brajns, that the graſle 15 {carce more covered wit! 
drops of dew in the night , then the Church was at that tum 
with ſuperititions. 

Verſ. z. 1 have put off my coat , how ſhowld I tt 
have waſbed my feet, hows (bould I defile them © : 

It was great negligence in the Spoule to give he: ſelf to 
much to ſleep: but pardon her hcavinelle. Why opened 
ſhe not when he knockt and called ? was ſhe fo buned in 
Neep that ſhe heard, him not ? it 15 plainly ſeen, ſhe aniwered 
him quickly. But was ſhe ſo henummed that ſhe could ne! 
ther move hands nor feet? Neither was that the matter, 
But when ſhe heard and might open, ſhe made an idle excule. 
I bave put off my coat ( ſaith ſhe) and waſhed mylerr. The 
coat is Chriit and his only imputed righteouſnelle ; but as 
ſoon as we look on ourſelves and fee!: the 
pertection of our own vertue , we {poil our (eives ot this gat 
ment, andour filthinefle appearech pretently to God and 
the Angels. And ſowe may waſh ourteet with other waters, 
that we may ſeem to our ſelves moſt clean. So much was 
the dorine of free juſtification by Chriſt alone decayed at 
that time,and another mean of w aſhing and purging the t oct 
found our beſides him : that no coming to Chiiit by faith 


it on: 1 
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alone, was commonly beleeved without danger of dett- 
ling, &c, 
Veil. }.. My heloved put bts hal DY £134 I1Q6EC } [ Jt IO 71 


and my bozels nere moved for him. 

Here beginneth the ſecond part ofthe chapter of teeking 
the Bridegroom,the degrees whereof are diveric , the moving 
of her bonels,h1is nithdrawning of b1mſelfe, her opening the door, 
her enqu:rmg, her cryms? out, and how the traichmen entertaru- 
ed her. It is manifeſt by the firſt of theſe words that he loot- 
ed his hand from the hole of the door , whereby appeareth 
that he not only knocked and called , but alto tought to put 
back the bolt , his hand was ready at the hole when the god- 
ly Emperors called ſacred councels to pull up the tares which 
wicked idle men had ſowen in the Lords eld. Ir 1s excel- 
lent, how Marcian the Emperor in the conncell of Chalcedon 
exhorted the fathers oftentimes, to apply all their ſtudy to 
root out herefies and all wicked inſtructions, that the true 
and holy faith might arpeare , or ſhew it ſe!lf. What might 
not the Biſhops then have done, if they had known their op- 
portunity * But one would have thought, it ſhould have been 


Auguſtine, and other the lights of that time. But ſecing his 
| profeſſion of loye could nothing mo ye her, he tryeth what 


45 


their own chiefeſt care , without the Emperours admonition. 
Thelike pains took the two Emperours Theodoſuss the Ne- 
phew 


CHAP. V, 
phew.and the grand-father in thoſe famous counſels of Ephe-| 
(is and Conſtanimople : the Bridegroomm Cid his part to take 
away the barre, but the ſpouſe would not : therefore he with- 
drew his hand,and took away al! power to reinove thc bolt. 
Kor after Marcin was dead , ſuch barbarous cruelty raged 1n 
(0th and covetouſnefle raigned 11; 


theweiltz and ob{curitte , 


&he caſt.that he which Metorc tought to; CnNLLancewaSnow no} 
where to be tound. 
4 ; | 
Veri.4. [I rol "(1 ton y belov d,mnd m hands dropped 
' F f a.\ # 
mit) myYY! 14 My jine« izHl fiecet FMIeUINg MT thc t j | 
J 4 , [1 Fo 
I C! ITO \ 6 f [ lock "0 : 
C | | | 1 ! — | 
At! thc (; OU1C 3 1CLeOCV FY} day! m1tceries /? {\4 earned} 
how gccat 108g negligence had procured : ſhe ſeeks now 
l £ f ? [ F 4 "hb 1 .@ bu ay =y 
T4) CL \Ci it by [ I? CHNITE A! l ſhaking CNL oth, goes to 
thc & C1 WillCh CINGCA > OUT \ t 11CLS her f11 vers aro! ping 
nth myrrhe) proves to he to God moſt tweet and a -ceptable. 


The {poule arofe when [{attyus raigned , wv 110 endeavou- 
4t0100t out worſhipping” of images iatcly brought in , 

F ut Conftantime his fonſ/ A. D.755.) inthe 
onſtantmople (who foundly con- 
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(oventeenth councelt oft ( ; | 
demning that hainous abomination by theholy {criptures jtet 
his hand tothe bolt or lock that ſhut out Chit : which holy 


entervriiſe of his lowed with myrrbe.Charies the great allayed 
eat Frank/ord,about fourty vears after, 795 b11t that 
lecrecd in the counce!lwantcd fluccelic, torno re- 


w as oY 


the |: 
winch 
tormation tollowed. 

Veil «. I otcned to my beloved R but my bels) *d had 11th 
dranmnn Im if and was gon - my {ited nhen he ſpake: 
T / , el lim , but I could not finde 11: , 1 called him , but Ie 
gave me no anſrer. 

She opened to herbeloyed, but he withdrew himfclt and 


F 
NH 


was gone. Her fou! failed, when ſhe remembred how lo 
, = pe : =; ' - n . 
yingoly he 124 « ed het He ſhowerh lum{clt ro be pretent 


, . " _ - $ 
1 in the worſhip by himtclt ordained 
th thole tunes, when Leo Tj aurms, 


I 1s prophetic agreeth 
Conſtantine his ton, and Leo Cot endeavoured what 
lolatry, he bolt, and o 


they could to take away 14d to remove the 
pen the door to the beloved : but to great and luch horrible 
C 


corruption of al! piety remained, tia hilt could not be 
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{cen m his outward worſhip. The Emperors t ly did 
heir duties to root 0t that which moſt maniteitly ap peared; 
Þutthey paſt by many g:iotle errors unto Note Cont 


£10n the Bridegroom flying withdrew hum e't to far oft. They 
which we:ic awaked out of this 1Golatry were inflamed with 
z marvellous delve of Chriit - bat it rather imncreatied thou 
pricfe,then recovered their forme: hap; nefle. 

Vert. 5. The natchinen that man abort th City Forend me 
th ; finote ime, they nounded me, Ie ket nes of the Aalis took 
Ali 1IY VA £ wy me. | 

heſt warchmen difter much from thoſe, C4Þ. 1. 4 who 
1t 15 like ) knew whither the Brideprot w3S yone, 2nd 
might be forind again ; for ſhe askrth rhen cther the | 
law him , but ſhe faics nothing to thele,, altured of their ig 


nocance, and would have been glad to have paſled by them 
infatety. Likewiſe thoſe former watchmen , though the) 
ouldyecld her no help , (ſayling inthe lame velle!!! yet tor- 
are tOlay violent hands on her : but theſe beat and wound 
er, and reproachtully take away her vaile : who,though they 
e farunlike in courtelie, and humanity, yettkeir common 
wame ſhews ſome agreement in Office. Whezefore tliey are 
Rulers andGovernours, Emperovrs, Biſhops, Pictars and men 
of ſuch rank,as the event plainly teaciterh. For as ſoon as 
therruth began tO appear: in how ſhawefull a manner was 
.1e received of the wicked world: and eſpecially of thoſe; 
winch would be accounted Watchmen of the City ? She was 
{mitten with reproaches,lyes,and curſings inthe time of G:c- 
gory the ſecond ; by whom Leo Ifauru: was excommunica- | 
ted for putting down the worſhipping of lmapes. But by the | 
councell of N:ce under Conſtantine ( fonne of Leo) and Irene | 
his mother , (by compu!ſion,or Inftigation of Pope Auriwn 
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about the year 748. 
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and Toraſius,Biſhop of Conſtantinople) (732) ſhe was cruelly 
wounded. The watchmen within the City are the Eccleſt- 
afticall Teachers and Rulers. The keepers of thewals , the 
civill Governours. But in the time of Theodora , the Em- 
prefſe, and Michael her ſon , the vail was taken away ; ſothat 
the Church had neither Pricfſt nor Magiſtrate to defend her. 
Theſe were the times wherein the Spouſe kept her bed, and 
was never ſeen abroad by many vears : the worſt times that 
ever ſhe indured. She was much troubled in mind { her heart 
failing her) in the Wine-cellar; as before, Chap.2. 4,5. yet 
then ſhe was ſupplycd with Flagons,and Apples, nav, he1 be- 
loved came quickly to her,and imbraced her(ready to fall, in 
both kis armes ; but here ſhe is [mitt n ano nounded, her itt 
tulgn anay and lad for deat; but no Flagors, or Apples , or 
hope ot her beloveds coming : tor no man durit ipeak or 
look frecly to teſtific his will, much lefic to reach out an help- 
ing hand to thg truth lying proſtrate. The common Harlot 
of Rome may then ice how farre ſhe is eſtranged from this 
Spoule , who boatteth fo much of ker vifibility tince her firſt 
beginning. 
Veil. 75. I charge you, O daughters of Ierw{alem , if y+ funds 
my bel; ved hit ve4 li bin t/ At I am ſick of te Ve. 

2 ye find: my beloved (Yaith ſhe} rel! rm (do YOu! asSk what 
you ſhall tell him) chat 1 am fick of (ove. Afterſhe had cor- 
ccaled her iclt a long tame, at lenpyth (impatient of longer de- 
lay ) ſhe begins afreſh 10 teck her beloved : ſhe goes to the 

daughters ot Ieru/alem , her tcllow Citizens, the Elect, and 
ſheweth them of her grief, how ſhe had ſought him ; and 
though ſhe were without hope of tinding him, yet if they 
chanced to light on him, they ſhould bewaile before him the 
milerable fortune of his afflicted Spouſe, that by their tears 
he might be the {ooner moved ro come ſpeedily to her aide z 
which ſhewerh , that after long tileace, ſome godiy men 
ſhould bewail the calamity of the times , & deſire reformati- 
on,which was done about the year 1100. afterall mention of 
the truth cealed, being altogether buried 2 60.ycars and more, 
lince the vaile was taken away. For about that time a Flo- 
YONen Viſhop open!y began to lament the Miſery of the 
Church, and doubted not boldly to affirm, Antichriſt to be 
comealicady. Alto one Arnold a Romane could not hold, 
but with the lofle of his head bewailed the grief of the Spouſe, 

And Hildeg.rrde the Propheteſle, ro whom the Church ap- 

peared ina vition, in the form of a woman wailing , her face 
iprinkled with duit by the Priefts : her garments rent and 
the innocent Lamb driven from her by their fault,ard 
many the ike. Adde unto theſe Bernard: complainrs UPON 
the Canzicles,and others. Afterwards there arole many, and 
more and mote every day , which freely profefled their grief, 
By the £ponſe declared her miſery to the 
dauvhters ot Iernfariem 

Verſ. *$. What thy beloved more thin another beloved , O 

nr u lair [t Ong maomen e hat h+ thy belg j ed more then aN9- 
xr beloved, that thou doeft ſo charge us * 

Theſe daughters of Ierrlalem were the fiiends of the 
Crouje. Thy call unto her familiarly and lovingly, and (ber- 
ter ſhohted then others ) they acknowledge her mott beauti- 
full, being naked and compaſled with darkneile. Yet were 
they alrogether ignorant of her beloved , otherwiſe they 
would not have asked what he was. They ſhew great deſire 
of knowledge, asking again and again to be fhewed him. Ar 
the complatnt of the godly dotto:s , the ftudres of the Elect 
were ſtirred up ; fothat he which promiſed onely the firſt 
lincaments of true piety and Relig:on, had great companies 
following kim. See the multitude flocking :» Petris Wilden- 
{t5, ( about the year 1160 ) a private man , not graced with 
any ambitious title. 

Verſ. 9. Mybolavedis nhite and raddic , the cheifeft among 
tenne thouſand. 

She willingly yeeldeth to their defire , noping to get what 
ſhe ſought for, the fooner by their means. The anſwer is 

threefold 
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, of Chriſt ſhining with pure holineſſe, and red with the merits 


-bers which the world knew not by many ages. The head + 


-may be taken away : but his head is as puregold 1 {eife., be- 
cauſcit is Erternall and Eflentiall, which teacheth that Chriſt 


gain to Chriſt,the right lord or true owner. The buſhy locks 


# 


; $0 The ſlate of the Church, Cyan, V. 


Threefold ; Common,ſpeciall, and mixt, Which ſeems to note 5 ced to behold the who! condition of the Church. Theſe eyes 
I aro many times, wherein there ſhould be the like know- , of the Bridegroom ſo deletable,were ſhewed to the world by 


of Chriſt, Common in this verſe, taken aſwellfrom | Michael Ceſenas and Petrus de Carbaria about the year 1255. 
things inherent as from Circumſtances. The things inhe-{ together with Ibn de Poltaco, all which Pope Tobn condem- 
rent declare the exceilent ſweerneſſe of the lively colours of ! ned : Becauſe firſt, they taught diligently , that Petey m.15 ns 
Chrift,wbich concerns thoſe times of the Waldenſes,when the ' more head of the Church then any of t 'e othey Af0 les : neither 
aforeſaid Peter made his houſe as it were a Schoole of Sacred | d:d Chiſt leave after him any vicar or head of theChurch Which® 
learning, where he taught the Carech:ſme and firit rudiments | evidently declareth the firlt part of the ſimilitude, that Chrift 
of Religion ; turned the Bible into their own language;tran- | beholdeth hisChurch with no leſſe attention,then the thirſty 
Nared ſome writings of the Fathers , and by his diligence and | and drinking doves behold the waters with attentive eyes.Sc- 
piety brought it ro paſſe,that at _ the beautifull colours condly, they taught plainly, that The Ciurrch hath no porter to 
correct any one mith coathve prn:(hment ( as they call it) much 
of his death , might be ſeen of all men which did not wilfully | lefſe hath the Pope any ſwcl poner to correct, punzſÞ, mſtitute or 
Mut theireyes. The circumſtances are 10000. men attend- | remove any one m the magiſtra Y. Whereby they prove the 
ing on Chriſt. For when the truth was diſcovered by Petrns | Pope clean contrary to Chriſt { the one waſheth away {pots 
Waldenſis,and his fellows , the Roman Antichriſt ſeeking by with milk,the other with ſalt-peter,the one reftraineth & pu- 
all means to aboliſh the truth , ſpread it abroad unwittingly niſheth faults with the word, the other with the ſword, &c 
in many other places,whole fruitfulneſſe was ſuch,that about | Thirdly , they taught that Prieſts and elders had 27 alrke 
the year 1200. the Atbigenſes durſt joyn battell with the An- | authority , power ang wrijdichon: Emperors mdecd had green 
tichriſtian Bands , which Innocent the third ſent to deſtroy a high degree to the Popes , and might take it anay agam at 
them , under the leading of Leopoldus the fixth Duke of A4»- | ther pleajrive, The Pope raged when Michael taught this, 


ſtr:a: and Simon Earl of Mountfort. At length Reymond To- | but the holy man proceeded and ceaſed not to preach that hz 


lo/ammns,and Petrus King of Tarracon came to aid the 4!b1- | Church was 1 ſtrrving place of pretie , mot «race of Ambition. 
geyſes. Then might yee ſee the Bridegroom begin to ſhew | And ſeeing that ſill veſſels might ſatis fie every one , 1t ras ter- 
him{elfagain to the world,attended with 10000. truly Crols- | rble th.rt the Clergie ſhould fo fbuameſrily contend tor honour et- 
bearing ſouldiers? Which had wandercd many Years before | ther with the latte or among the me Ives. The covetous and 
ſolitary and without COMPany. ambitious haye never enough,but their minde alwayes thirits 

Ver. it. Hu head « 45 the molt fine gold,h locks are buſbie | for ſomething more : whereby they plainly ſhew, that either 
and black a5 a Raven. they neverlighted on that full river , where the Bridegroom 

Aa other part of the knowledge of Chriſt more plain and | quietly reſteth, or they are of another diſpoſition , contrary 
eyident then the former. For now the Daughters of Teru/.- | ro htm whoſe name they falſly pretend, &c. 
lem learn of the Sporfe the excellency of the principall mem-| Verſ. rz. Hts cheeks are as a bed of ſpices , as [meet flowers! 
hes lips like Lilltes, dropping ſweet ſmelling myrrh». 

The greateſt part of the countenance 15 in the cheeks, 
which of Chriſt are moſt apparent unto us , when he raigneth 
openly in the Church, in holy inſtitutions, which he hath p1- 
ven to be kept by his Church till his coming. Thele cheeks 


are firſt likened to beds new made inagarden, and preſently 
would now ſhew himſelfa King in the Earth. As it: came to jo lweet flowers , which elegantly ſetteth forth the {wifc and 


paſſe about the year 1216. in that long contention of Frcde- | ſpeedy increaſe of the knowledge of C/7//?: the lowers im- 
rick the Emperour , the ſecond of that name, with Honr::ts | mediatly following the ſowing. The fruitful ripening of this 
the third, Gregory the ninth , and Innocent the fourth , then | (2ed was furthered by the preaching of Kobrre French, Anna 
preſently after 'the Albigenſean warre, that the King-! 1290, Who by many viſions ſet forth the{lamentable con- 
dome uſurped of the Popes by Tyranny might be reftored a- | dition of the Chirch,and declared openly that the Pope ras ar 
| Ido!,q Serpent,a wooun vead. And the ſpouſe which was pre- 
' ſented unto him with a glittering filver crofle,very beautifull 
and excellent as well in lifeas dottzine. Hitherro the |tol- 
lowing member of the verſe doth ſeem to belong. Hu lips 
like lillies droppmg ſweet ſmelling Myrrhe. Now the Bride- 
perſecutions of thoſe tunes bewailed by many. As ſome of { groom began to be famous by the purity of teaching , which 
Smeveland at Halls, Robert Greſtet Biſhop of Lincolne , Mat- | yet durſt not but only mutter and whiſper withour litting up 
thew Pars,Guihelmus de ſanto Amore, Arnoldiss de villa nova, | the voice boldly. 
cryed out , that all Chriſtian people by craft of the devill had | Vetrf. 14 Hi hands are as $o!d rings fet with the Beryll : hy 
gone aſtray from the truth of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that the | belly i as br: yght Ivory overlaid with ſaphurs. 
aith which the people commonly had, was like the faithof} Hitherto hath the Bridegroom been ſet forth to the world 
devils: and that all Chriſtian people wereled to hell. See | in ſome ſpeciall members trom Fred-ric!;, the lecond to Ry- 
how rightly they are compared to the colours of aRaven;they | bertus Gallus by almoſt 1 00. years. The hands are the inſtru- 
were ſo black and diſordered. Neither did this deformity | ments of Action , and in ſcripture they figuratively ſignifi 
then firſt invade her, but then ſhe began firſt to be acknow-| works. The Tems included in the rings ſeem to ſignifie the 
ledged and bewailed. miniſters of the word, which elſwhere Chr/ſk carrieth as ſtars 
erſ. 12. Hueies are as the eies of Doves by the rivers of | in his right hand, Rev.1,20. But thele times yeelded not ſuch 
rater, naſbed with milk,and fitly ſer. ſplendour, Theſe things ſhew a change and alteration of 
Chriſt carefully looking on his ſpouſe boweth down his |that which Cr;/? would bring to paſſe by thelabour of his mi- 
kead that he may behold her the more neerly and exaRly. |niſters,as it hapned about the year 1 300. which was called the 
As thedoves bow their necks with eyes inclining towards | firſt reſurre&tron of the dead. For now the thouſand years were 
the water when they deſire to quench their thirſt. And where | ended wherein Satan was bound, & the dead raiſed from their 
the ſpoule was deformed altogether with duſt , he uſeth no |graves. Very many now began more boldly to fer forth the 
remedy, but ap _ much mercy and gentleneſſe in |truth : As Dant the Florentine, Marfilins Patavinus, William 
cleanſing her outward filthinefſe. Hu eyes are fy ſet, not 0- Ockam, Tobn of Gaunt, and many others. Philip , the French 
rermuch ftanding out aor too much dipping in4but firly pla | King,deſpiſed Pope Boniface, Lewes of Bavaria , ſtrove long 
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the moſt fine gold, (or, (as it is in the originall ) gold of gold) 
fgnifieth as much as King of Kings, For all other wear 
Crowns of gold upon their heads,which with their Kingdoms 


are the multitude of the faithfull, very comely and beauti- 
full in thoſe rimes for their mutuall love and imbracing one 
of another, yet wanting the brightneſle of externall policy. 
The blackneſle of the hair betokeneth the Wars troubles and 


CHAP. V. TI. 


time with theſe moſt humble ſervants of ſervan*s for the 

right of the Empire. Edward of England made ſhew unto 

many , how little he eſteemed the Popes authority, By the 

Borwels or Belly, bright as Ivory , overlaid nth Saphirs , may , 
be underſtood the two Sacraments. For the Word of God 15 | 
open to the view of everyone , as the mouth and counte-| 
nance , neitheris it wont to be hid from ſtrangers : but the 
Sacraments ſerve only for the honſhold, as the bowels, which 
are appointed only to that body whote members they are , 
bur (ſerve to no uſe for ſtrangers. Thele things therefore , as 
it were , with the tinger , point to thoſe times of Tohn Wick- 
liff, (1370) who taught openly, that the ſubſtance of ma- 
trial bread and wine remaim m the Sacrament of the Altar : 
the accidents of bread remain not nuthout the ſubyjett im the ſame 
Sacrament : Chriſt « not really im the ſacrament , in proper pre- 
ſence corporally. Beringarius \pake againſt this wicked error, 
2 00 yeares before , but the time was not yer come , wherein 
the hands of the Bridegroome (howld be fecn full of Rings , 
whence his enterpriſe wanted ſucceſle. 

Verſ.15. His legs are as pilars of Marble , ſet upon ſockets 
of fine gold: his countenance 15 as Lebanon, excellent as the 
Cedars 

The beginning of this verſe.ſetteth forth the nether parts, 
whoſe cluef praite conſiſts in ſtrength and Nablenefſe. All 
would faile , unlefle that which upholdeth were {ufficient to 
beace the weight. Wherefore the Bridegroome ſtandeth im- 
moyeable on ſuch ſtrong bates : And leſt we ſhould thinke 
that his ſtrength wanteth beauty, loe , the legs and feer are of 
gold ; So that fromthe crown of the head to the foal of the 
feet,hee ſhineth with infinite glory and Majeſty. Yet is there 
no doubt , but theſe things belong alſo to the hiſtory : there- 
fore theſe two golden baſes , whereon the Marble pillars are 
ſer , ſeem to point out Tohn Hufſe, and Hierome of Pragne 3 
as is the perpetuity of Marble, tuch was their conſtancy to 
indure death willingly for the truths cauſe , induring a triall 
by tire , as the pureſt gold. They differed from the Pope- 
lings in many things : but this chiefly bit the mitred fathers, 
that they gravely reprehended their wicked and laſcivious 
lives. This was the ulcer that could not iudure ſcratching , 
which made them rage fo fiercely againſt them : this was 
about the year, 1415. The other Member of the verſe , hs 
conntenance :s as Lebanon , excellent as the Cedars,His counte- 
nance is ſeen here on earth , in the true knowledge of Chriit, 
and by his true worpſhip , which he himſelf hath appointed. 
Now the Spouſe, comparing it to Monnt Lebanon , ſhew- 
eth thereby that there ſhould be ſo great an increaſe of 


about the yuare 1410, 


knowledge and renewed worſhip , that the profeſſion of 
Chriſt ſhould continue as firm as the hils themlelves ; and as 
the Cedars of Lebanyn exceed other trees in length,ſo ſhould 
true Religion excel all ſcraching and pricking ſuperſtitions in 
ceverend MajCſty , which moſtifitly agree with the times pre- 
fently following , wherein the Bohemians ſhook off the Ro- 


miſh yoke, 1420. Now tirſt began the Word to be truly 
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preached , the Sacraments to be adminiſtred in either kinds, 
wicked ſuperſtitions to be rooted out » Monafſteries to be 
beaten down , and the Prieſts conſtained to till the Land, or 
to yeel4 ſome better fruit, &c. 

Verſ. 16. His month is moſt ſneet ; yed 1 he is altogether 
lovely: T hs #s my be loved, and this is my friend , 0 daughters 
of Ierujalem. 

His lips (at the 12. verſe) dropped myrrhe: here the mouth 
ſoundeth ſweetly ; both lips and mouth beroken the Word 
and Preaching,only the lips whiſper obſcurely: the palate and 
open mouth yeeld a more ſounding voice. Such was the 
voice of the Bridegroome heard in the Miniſters of Bohemia 
preaching the truth freely , and without feare , indeſpite of 
Antichriſt. Hee 15 altogether lovely ; there is nothing in him 
but that which is moſt to be dehired , with preateſt care 
and ſtudy. This 15 nry beloved , as if ſhe ſhould ſay , ſeeing 
ree have (o earneſtly Jeſired ro know the excellencie of 

eloved. Thinke with your ſelves , that I have notrrifl 

nor done any thing unfit fora modeſt woman , in that my 
earneſt indeayour of ſeeking him, and of charging you : but 
the honour due to his merits far exceeds all my ſtudy. Theſe 
words do plainly teach,that the Church in hertrue members, 
at that time, beſtowed a!l diligence in lecking Chriſt, And 
now wee ſee by this propheſie ( which with noted foot-ſteps 
hath exattly ſhewed the path-way through this Wilder 
neſſe) by what degrees the knowledge of Chriſt appeared 
again from Frederick the ſecond , ( after infernall darkneſſe 
covering the world by the Biſhop of Rome! untill about the 
year, 1420. | 

Verſ.17. Whither :s thy beloved gone , O thow faireſt among 
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women * nhither is tl beloved turned aſide that wee may ſeekg 


him me1th thee? 

This ſheweth the great defire of the faithfull to ſeek 
Chriſt, offering theic tellowſhip , and promiſing common aid 
in ſeeking. Which came in faſhion , when the Bohemians 
got their liberty : tor afterwards they were holpen with the 
writings of ;nany learned men, as the Waldenſes , Albingenjes, 
W:ckliffe, Toh Huſſe , and Hierome of Prague , with all thoſe 
before named. Laſtly , the Bovemians , by whoſediligence 
the beauty of Chrift, by little and lirtle,appeared in his meny- 
bers to the world. It was wonderfull, how they were preſently 
kindled to ſecke the truth in England and Germany,and many 
other places,ſo that all corners ( of our coaſts at leaſt) ſoun- 
ded againe with the voices of them , asking,Whither is thy be- 
loved gone thon f u11eſt among nomen? nhither turneth thy be- 
loved? Yea; this ſpcechwas to generally received,that many 
daughters of Jern/:{ſem , which knew him not before , noc 
rouched with any deſire of him ; now offetcd theiraydeta 
ſeeke him. The Arr of Printing hapning at the ſame tima, 
(1445) by Gods lingular benetit , did greatly helpe to ſet 
forth his fame , which continued 70. yeares and mo:e , and 
could not be tayed by any meanes, 
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lilies. 
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V I. 


Y welbeloved is gone down into his garden to the the waſhing , whicl: every on2 bring out twins , andnone is 
beds of ſpices , to feede in thegardens , and to gather barren among them. 


6 Thy temples are within thy lockes as a piece of a pome- 


2 I am my welbeloveds, and my welbeloyedis mines who granate. 


ſecdeth among thelilies. 


7 There are threeſcore Queens , and foureſcore concu- 


3 Thou art beautifull , my love, as Tirzah , comely as Je- | bines,and of the damoſels without number. 


ruſalem, terrible as an army with banners. 


4 Turne away thine eyes from me : for they overcome 


me: thine haire is like a flock of goates , which looke down 
fromGilead. 


$ Thy teethare like a flocke of ſheepe , which go up from | 


8 But my Dove is alone,and my undefiled, ſhe is the'bagly 


daughter of her mother , and ſhe is deare to her that bac 
her: the daughters have ſecne her , and counted her bleſſed : 
even the Queenes and the concubines , and they have praiſed 
her. 
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9s Who _ F 


"Y The fiate of the Church C'1are. VI, 
> Who is ſhe that looketh forth as the morning , ſairef 11 Iknew nothing - my ſoule ſet me as the charetsof my 
Þ ay ths moone , pure as the ſun, terible as an army with ban-| noble people. ; 
sf 12 Rerurne, returne , O Shnlamite , returne: returnethat 

* = 10 1 went downeto the garden of nuts, to ſee the fruits of | we may behold thee What ſh2'! you ſee in the Shulamite bu; 
the valley, to ſee if the vine budded, and ;f the pomegranates| 25 the company of an Army * 

flouriſhed. 
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The Reſolution. . 


YO much of the Church caſt doren; now of the Church reſtored,» the whole,and in the parts. The mbole, nel ſummarily, both 
mareſpettof the Bridegroome, verſe 1.2. and mm reſpet! of the enenres,veiſe 3. 45 ſevera!ly by reaſon of certame members of 
the rho{e body , veric 4 $.6, The parts are Particnuuar Churches, as Mrs: ents > Conctbimes ant Irrgms, , verle 7. among({t vil 
which , cne Dove excelleth, verſe 8. And ſuch 5 the eldeſt Siſter. The y t9nger arc ether a Princeſſes or other imfertour Churches. 
Her condition is partly growing, partly of ſull age : ber begmnimg 15 ſummarily delivered, verſ. 9g, Aftermards fc vera/ly expreſſed, 
and how 1: 8 a4 dome, verſ.10.11.12. 4nd hat kinde of one (he n.45 14 hen it nas done: Chap = 


ESRC ERPOSITON. 


Yerſ.r. My beloved is gone dogne into his gard: 49 the beds fes of the Popes ce condemning of the Emperour , the con” 
of jprces : toffeede m the Gardens and to g4t/ Lillie F, }Iptracics of Yrmces, the confiſcation of goods, the d mgerof 
N the beginning of the deſcription the Spouſe ſeeketh her | life,an all othe! things threatning preſent death, could have 
beloved , not knowing where he was: as we have ſeenc in [terrified the Spoule from profelling her beloved ; faith had 
the former Chapter. Now ihe taketh on hertoteachthat bin utterly loft. The Spouſe clameth her beloved to be hers 
which beforc ſhe deſired tolearn.To deſcend 1nto the garden, 12 the words of Melantthon to Prince Fredertck. Let us 0.0 
is onely (as hath beene often ſaid) to be preſent (as 1t were) on conſtantly , howloever the world rage. Such was the mu- 
to be taught with the hands,and ſeene with the eyes 10 purity tual! imbracing of Chriſt and the Church at that time 
of, dotiine and integrity of all external! worlhip. Which! Verl. 3. Thuw art beautifw1 Q my love, as TrrY ah ,comely as 
hapned in the times of Martin Luther, in the yeare 1517, At Ier/atem, terrible as an Army with Banners, V 
what time the Spouſe began ſomewhat to recover her health! The explanation of this verſe 15 divided into three times. 
and ſtrength. The Waldenſes , Wickliff, the Bohemians, and| The Beginning , Middle, and End. In the beginaing ſhe was 
other daughters of Jeruſater had taken great paines in ſcek-| faire as Trryah , which Solomon without doubt torelaw , 
}ng the Bridegroome,but the garden was never prepared with, ſhould be the chiefe City of the Iſraelites after tize ren Tribes 
-beds and borders for him , till now , when Frederike Duke of © fell from the other two. It was a plealtant City , whence it 
Saxonie by his own authority protefted and defended the] rooke thename, ( 1 R-g.14.17.) but {aſwell by the eitima- 
Church newly ſprung up in Wittenberg, 2 City of his domi-| tion of menas intruth ) it was bur a 1 fortrefſe of Kobbers 
nion. Here was the only garden at the firſt , and therefore! and rebels. And no other was the Church efteemed to be of 
ſhe ſaith , My beloved 1s gone down mto his gardcn. The rruth| ler enemies ( when her beloved went downe into his garden, 
was plentifnily ſowne there , bur little reformation for the, and ſome time afrer) bur a rebellous Cicy  difobedicnt ro 
firſt foure yeares , therefore is there but one garden men-; Princes and Governours , and to carry a certaine ſhew of 


! 


tioned. But ſhortly after more gardens were added to this Trrxa/l. And thus the Church remained like unto Trxah 
One, as Tigurum , Argentor alum » Baſile » Borne, Geneva and; from :heyeare 1529. (when the Arventinenſes joyned with 
-alſo the Provinces of H.tſf:4 and Priufii: , ſo that the ſeeond; the Helvotrans,) till the death of Charles the 5. inthe ycare, 
part of the verſe {aith rightly ; He ment downe to frede tm the 1558.And then ſhe beganro be comely as Ierw/alem when the 
: Gardens , for now there were many gardens mage by diftin-! unpleatant name of [ira grew out of uſe, which hapned in 
Aion of fence, yet were ali vlanted with the like fruite, He, the beginning of Queen El:xabeth raigth tn England , inthe 
came not into this garden any longer to behold the bare and | year 1558. And inthe yeare following in Scautznd , Genova, 
naked beds , but as it were feeding the ele by the nouriſh-} the Helvetian and German Churches, ta Denmarke, Nord ys 
ment of his word , he at the length gathered lillies in baskets and Sreveland , and other places of the reformed Religion. 
and ſeparated them from the wicked world , which Lillies Not that they were altogether free from hoſtile iuvalion , 
were firſt gathered at W:ttenberg , when the Maile began ro great troubles ſhortly arifing in France and the Low-coun- 
be diſcontinued, & the Supper more purely to be adminiſtred tries : yet partly by her own increaſe , partly her adverſaries 
inthe yeare,i521. The yeare following the Images were tyred and cealing ſomewhat from outward force., ſhe was {o 
caſt out. After theee yeares Tygurum and Ary- ntoratum were muchexalted , that her very enemies could not but admire 
xeformed. This comming into the garden aud gathering of her beauty and comelineſſe , whole beginnings they deſpiſed. 
Lullies is the harveſt ſpoken of, Rev.'4.14.15. | The laſt age of the reſtored Chutch , is terrible as an Arny 
Ve:ſ.2. 1am my belyved:, and my beloved is mine:he feedeth wth Ban rs. 

among the Lilles. : She ſhall betow all her time in warlike preparations , and 
She triumpheth in the ſame words as ſhe did upon her re-, undertakings. For the helliſh furies willnot ſulfer her enc- 
turne from Baby/on, Chat.2.16. by which free profeſlion,the mics to reit , neither will ſhe endure her{elfe to be rent and 
declareth the boldneſice and conſtancic of thoſe times, where-, torne by the Wolves , but relitt the in'ury with an armed 
icrthe truth need no more whifſperin-coiners , 1n teare and hand. Whereby ſhe ſhall become fearefull wo her enemics,as 
doubting, but,might publiſh ker ſelf openly and be.publique-! ſhe hath done theſe many yeares in England, France , and the 
ly celebrated by the common ſpeech of many men, Nei-| Lon-Countrie;.But this is nothing to that terrour which ſhall 
ther was the ſupportation of the Bridegraome lefle apparent | ſhortly follow , when Antichriſt himſelf and. his Enſign- 
in defending her mightily againſt her enemies. For ifthe | bearer (the King of Sparne) and a!l that carry his marke 
Þazred of che multicude , the iebukes of the Doors , the cur; ' ſhall be ſs deſtroyed by the Spouſe , that no mention of them 
; ſhall remaine, Veil. 4. 
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Verſ. 4. Turn atray thine eyes ſrom me , ſor they have over- whereunto I anfiver , Ir is fufficient if finde forte! 
; G hat thing ini any one C tion : for vhis by a cc cel-- 
_ 75 : thy hayrets as a flock, of Goats that appeare ſrom = ot I ee Ind 


ow ſhe enters into a ſpeciall commendation of certain{the ſumme of the agreement. 

dre boby the civil gpuremons of the Church may} Verl. 7. There are threeſcore Queens , and fourſcore Coneu« 
the better beunderſtood. This cleerneſle of ſight , without |bines, and Firgins without number. | 

doubt , wis ſhewed in the doctrine of Juſtification by faith, | Having ſpoken compendiofly of the Church reftored 3 
whereby the Church ( not with {quient, but right eyes) be-| ſome things are now briefly propeunded, particularly intheſe 
hoideth Chriſt, and all his righteouſnes and excellency. And | two verſes , wherein he divideth the ſeverall Congregations 
whatſoever excelleth in the judgement of the world , to be | into three ranks , according to their degrees of purity : 
loſle and dung to it , Phil.z 8. This eye was verydim in for- |namely » Querns , Concubines , and V:rgms; or Maids ; And 
mertimes , untill Martin Luther divincly drew away thole | ſhe that comes neereft ro truth and holineſle , the Bride- 
darke ſcales : For he wiped away all humane ſatisfattions , |groome holdeth her deareſt;wherefore the Qurens are mighty» 
merits,ſuperrerogations,indulgences,confidencein theirown | and flouriſhng Churches , which excell the ret inpurity. 
reccived wicked ſuperſtitions ; and ſtewed the yoke of the | The Concubmes are of a lower ranke; they are admitted ro the 
law to be more grievous then all the Popes Buls were able to | Bed; but far from the honour and excellency ofthe lawfull 
uphold ; neither afterwards could the wicked Councel of | wives ; having no dower themſelves ; nor are their children 
Trent, nor the Germane Interim (forged altogether with fraud | to inherite. The Virgins are in the loweſt place , as fer- 
and deceit dazle the ſight of theſe eyes,but that they could |vants and handmaids , altogether eſtranged rom ari fami- 
diſcer: e the authors of theſe deeeits , (preading their nets in |liar acquainrance , they have imployment in the hoe, rhey 
vain; neither was our England lefle ſharp-tighted , when not | have victuals and clothing ; they are reckoned ro be of there 
only the Pope , but allo the Papacie , was utterly rejected by } Matters honſhold , but are not partakers of his goods ; they 
the authority of our TJoſtas , that moſt holy King, Edward the | labour nor for themtelves,bur for their Maſters. ltis alſo ro 
fivth , of bleſſed memory. We lee the divine beauty of theſe | be obſerved, the Queens are numbred , and fo are the Conrue 
eyes , whichat this day (God be thanked, is the famein all | bh1nes ; but the F'rrgns (45 of no reckoning) are without 
reformed Churches. The common people of the faithfull, | number. This diftration into ſuch different degrees hapned 
ſignified by Havre , is altogether the ſame , 25 it was 1a the | about the yeare, 1562. Wher John Brent:res and James 


firft Church, C:4Þ.4-1. fcatrtered , contemned , put in great 
danger,which yet by no means, conld be compelicd to leave 
Gilead, and retuineto BY t/ aVen. 


. m < x - FE 
Verl.5. Thy teeth are as a flock of ſheep nhich go ut from the (lived, 
maſhing : hereof every one beareth twms , and there 1s not one 


barren among {t them. 


Thc Teeth are alwayes taken for the Taſtors and Minitters 
of theWord,as Cap.4.2 .where they were {ent forth,two &rwo 
As ſheep are of 
2 milde and pleaſant dilpotition , and far remote from 


inſtructed with the ikegifts and meſlages : 


all ambition , fo ſhould the reſtored Church ſhine with faich 


full Paſtors; the truce ſucceſſors of thole tormer, adorned with 


the ſelt-fame Enſigeecs as ncer as the time would ſufter. They 


which before boaſted themſelves to be Paſtors, had altogether 
caſt away the charge of preaching , and yet theſe men would 


be heires of the Apoſtles ; whereas they were frong teecht ; 
theſe filthy rotten bores : they Sheep ; theſe Lyons. Bur 
at the length ſound teeth ſprung up again , ſuch as were 
Luther, Mclantthon Bucer, Cnmglin 5, Ore elampadrms, Caputo, 
C:lvin, Peter Martyr , and many others , whole names are 
written in heaven. And verily the truth of this Prophecie, 
teemeth very apparent in the decree made at Geneva , in the 
yeare 1550. namely , that the Miniſters not only in Ser- 
mons, {which ſome neglected , ſome heard them with final! 
profit ) but alſo ſeverally through houſes and familics ; at a 
certain time of the yeare,with aMagiſtrate of the City ſhould 
inſtru every one , and requirea reckoning of every ones 
faith. Andit is {carce credible what fruit tollowed , as BeTa 
Iheweth in the life of Calvin, b: 
Verſ.6. As a-prece of Pomegranate , arethy temples nuthin 
thy lod IH 
This is the fourth agreement of this Church with the 
hiſt , whichwe have ſhewed to belong to the Eccleſiaſtical! 


and civill government , in the uſe whereof the Church re- 


ſtored ſhould be hay »y , which appeared by the holy Diſci- 
pline reſtored again Gencva , by Gods ſingular benefit, 
togctherwith the Golp. ,intheyeari1541. Whichwee alſo 
ſee to be done in other Churclics at this day : as in Hel ve- 
tia , Rhetia , France , thelos Countries , and Scotland , 
wherein the government requiring holineſfſe of life , ac- 
cording to the rule of doctrine , the trath fiountſheth fruit- 
fully and inviolably. But you will ſay , theſe times which 
we havedeſcribed , ſhtne not ia all Reformed Churches ; 


| Andreres , rent the Church in pieces , with rhat unluckie 
' diviſion ofthar monſtrous Ihrauny. It was beforefowne by 
| Luth«r, bur ke fiazed the contention about it as long as he 
Pur Brentizes revived it ; and three Years after, Tiyri- 
| c145 » and ether Doctors out of far Countries , came to Ant- 
| erp , and renewed that error , whereby the face by the 
Church , even in herinfaacy , was miſerably defiled ; he- 
(tides , Anabaneits and Libertines , Antitrimtarians, nefv 
| Arians, and I knorr not what other monſters , which waſted 
and (povled Trarfivana , and the Regions thereaboutrs. 
| The Envl;jþ, Iriſp, Scott:ſh , Belgich,, Geneva , Nelve- 
' t1que , Khet:que, d9 Rourtth (God be praiſed) with the digni- 
{t1e of Queens , whereof the Gormane , the Dam(ſh , Gotique, 
and Snevelaud Churc nd others cleaving to their opi- 
1065 , have talcen a crowne to themſelves, and have gotten 
the place of Concu/177 5, Among the ['rrgms 1 reckon the tnd- 
bat tifts, Libeytines. Antiteemtarians, Arians.& thelike which 
now altogether miſerably waſte and deſtroy Moravia, Pols- 
na , Hunger , Tranfilvan:a and a great part of Dexmarke. 
To theſe may be added the Roman filthy finck , whereſoever 
ditperied, We have feen the whole Song marec!lous hitherto, 
bur now eſpecially , when we come to things zreient.Behold 
then the conditioa of the reſtored truth , imo what unlike 
degrees ſhe at length Mould fall by a great ſeparation. The 
<pirit foretold a lamentable ſucceſie : this age feeleth it, and 
every day plainly threatneth a farther devarture. 

Verl.s. My Dove,my undefiled « but one,Ge t the ont; one of 
her mother ſee 1s the cho:ce one of her chat bare lier, the daughe 
ters ſan ber and bleſſed her, you te Licences and the concubmess 
and they praiſed her. 

Without doubt this Dove was one of the Qurenes , far ex- 
cellinginglory, and more beloved of the Bridegroome then 
the rett , adorned with a threefold reſtimonie : Of the Br;de- 
groume » of her mothey , and of the reſt :n th« family. For the 
bridegroome termeth her , his Dove , his Indefiled one. Any 
thing may be one, which is one in manners and diſpoſition, 
though abſent in place and feate ; As the company ofthe 
faithtull are ſaid ro beone , though, ſevercd in far rezgote 
| places , while they hold the fame puricy of Dotirine , and 
| the like Rudy of holineſle. The fecond teftimonie is of hex 

Mother , which is the Church, and the Word, to whoſe 6i- 
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rections this /'-e doth wholly apply her ſelf. Thethind 
cciimony is of the reſt inthe family. Fuſt, ofthe deughrers 
A 2a 2 wha 
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particuſur Oburehes which are begotten of this 0 
ave, from Wham they draw their inſtruct ons and the whole 
zourſe of adminiſtration. Next the Queenes and Concubines 


*— Pear wirnefſe both after one manner , but both very ſparingly 
” and moreſlenderly then the daughters , it may through 
”  envie; They acknowledge her fair and beautifull , but per- 
Hapsthey keepthe branch to themſelves ; as jealous wives 
often do. All which ſheweth how the wills were conjoyned, 
berween the Dove , the Daughters , the Queens, and Cyrrcn- 
bines. Howlſoever there be not the fame degree of purity 
ioall things. But where are the Virg/ns without number ? 
W hy is there no commendation of theirs rehearſed” Veiily 
as they are further abſent from familiar acquaintance ofthe 
Bridegroome , ſo are they more ſpitefully bent againit his 
onely beloved Dove , neither (through hatred) can they ſay 
any thing well. Let us ſee then a more full diſtinction of the 
preſent Churches which are either true or titulary, The true, 
are Queenes and Concubmes. The Queenes again are either 
the onely Dove, or more : and this onely one is partly the 


children may cheerfully and conflantly proceed in out be- 
gun courſe of piety, neither terrified by any dangers , noc 
deceived by the deceitfull allurements of this world. It plain- 
ly appeared before , Chap.5.6. that by th1s manner of askins 
is declared the new birth or tiſing up of ome Church , by 
which afterwards thrice repeated , is fignilied, to be ſo many 
ariſings of new Churches , or rather the approaching of new 
people to one and the ſame Church. although others alſo are 
added , whoſe aſctiption is not declared 1n this kind of 
ſpeaking , as we ſhall ſcein 1ts place. Therefore wee divide 
the younger fitter into three parts, whereof the firlt (which is 
the Princeſle ) is deſcribed trontthis very place, to the fifth 
verſe of the eighth Chap. The ſecond , from thence to the 
ninth verſe: The third inthe tenth and eleventh verſes there- 
of. Thefirſtofthe liſters is the Church of the Ienes , whoſe 
calling 15 to b> expeted within theſe few ages. After , the 
teat of Antichriſt ( the City of Rome ) ſhall be utterly de 
ſtroyed,which 1s to be very ſhortly. Hither all circumftances 
leade,wherewith the Revelation agree:th, and many Pro phe 


Mother , partly the Daughters.. The titular Churches are 
the virgins. Whothisonely Dove is, may eaſily be proved, 
ifwe conſider the excellency of the Eyes, Tecth and Temples 
of the reſtored Church , for ſhe that excelleth in the beauty 
of theſe members , muſt of neceſlity be that one onely Dove. 
Wherefore not truſting to mine own judgement but to the 
judgement of the Spitit himſelf ; Lbcheld in this glafſe the 
Church of Geneva, ſhining with the glory of this only Dove. ! 
For firſt let us conſider the excellent comlineſſe of the eyes , 
where ſound and uncorrupt doctrine ſhineth , ſported with! 
no comments of filthy flatterers, but eſpecially che chaſtity | 
of juſtification by faith , wherewith the Bridegroom is chiefly | 
delighted. But this beauty is common to the other Queens 
and alſo the Concubines ; Then let us behold the teeth, namely 
the dotlors , like a flock of ſheep , ſimple, harmleſle, not 
diſdainfull, not luxurious ., but content with a ſparing diet - 
diligent in teaching » not ſo much troubled with worldly 
buſineſſe that they can have no leaſure for the word and 
doftrine. Not undertaking the charge of many Churches 
aud ſerving none, nor may he that taketh the charge of one 
Church negle& it by his abſence. Neither is any thought fit 
for that paſlorall funtion which can but only read. Lafſt- 
ly,let us view the Temples , like a piece of a Pomgranate very 
beautifull, The governors together with the Paſtors moſt 
honeſt men, watching over the manners of every man , and 
correQing them by divine inſtitution , not ſending them ro 
the Romiſh horſe-lcaches,and the Antichriſtian decrees , the 
more to corrupt them , but endeavour to redeem their fins 
and publike offences , rath-r by repentance then for mony 
Neither doth ſhe command any idle ceremonies but what 
neceſſary reaſon onely requireth. Laſtly, they which apply 
all to the authority which Chriſt hath given to the Church, 
that every member may perform his duty holily. The Spirit 

oeth no farther in theelder Church, becauſe (as it ſeemeth) 

e ſhall perſiſt in that variety which we now ſpake of-: of 
Queens , Concubines , Daughters , Dovesand Virgms, unto the 
end,withont any notable change : and it may happen as cor- 
ruption dayly increaſeth, the Dove and the Daughters may be 
ſhut up in a narrow bound. 

verſ. 9. Who « (be that lookgth forthas the morn , fair 
a« the moon , cleer as the ſun, and terrible as an Army nuh 
Banners ! 

Hitherto of the elder Church , and of things as well/paſt as 
preſent. All che teſt of the Treatiſe refpecteth things ta come, 
which the more obſcurity they have , the more leave and par- 
don they crave. But nothing is ſo plain wherein the vanity 
of mans minde erreth not extremly,unlefle it be governed by 
divine light : nor any thing ſo concealed that it can lie hid, 
if this enlighten him. Thou therefore which haſt ealightned 
the former darkneſle, give light unto theſe following , that 


cies oi the old Prophets. This calling ſhall be double : the 
firſt, from hence to the cighth veiſe of the ſeventh Chapte! 

The ſecond in the reſt. 'The condition of the firlt is in part, 
briefly delivered in this veric;and after,ſeverally in the verſes 
failowing. The generall explication teacheth what kinde of 
beginning and provrefle there ſhall be for certain y eares. The 
firit converſion ſhall belike the morning : The firſt growing 
age , faire as the Moone : The ftronyer age , cleer 4 the Sum. 
The full {trength thereof , terrible . as an Army mth Banners. 
Itis likened tothe morning , becauſe it ſhall nor only be of a 
doubtfull and obſcure light , ( as is the firſt break of the day \ 
bur alſo, becauſe the firit light thereof ſhall appeare from the 


| Eaſt : for Dameel (ſpeaking of this firſt calling faith , Rumors 


out of the Eaſt , and out of the North , (bail trouble I1m , Chap 
11.44, as more plainly ( God willing ) ſhall be ſaid at that 
place. In which words he joyneth the North to the Faſt 

becauſe the Tees therebaniſhed,ſhould oather together with 
thoſe of the Ealt to the ſame faith of Chriſt. 1n the Rowe l.; 

tion , Euphrates u dried up , that a nay may be made for thi 
Kings of the Eaſt, Chap 16.12. After , when the new Ieris(ccm 
lem ſball de, cend from heaven , the firſt gate (ball be Eaſt ard 
Chap.21.13. Ii*youdelire the time of this firſt converſion 

God hath very much concealed the moments of time fron: 
us; yet 1 ſuppoſe it is certainly noted out in the Scripturc 

And the day drawing neer , will adde a cleerer light unto it , 
Dan.12.4, exc. But as neer as we can atitainto it by con- 
jeftures, ,andrhoſe not light , as they ſeem to me! it is to be 
expected about the year 1650. as at the twelfth of Dan:c! the 
eleventh and twelfth verſes ſhall be ſaid more plainly, Such 
ſhall be the beginning of this new light ; the progreſſe ſhall 
equal] the beauty of the Moon, moſt cleerly enlightening the 
mighty darkneſle , with a ſwift increaſe atter the firit ap 

pearing ina few dayes, like the full Moon : as Efay crveth 
out , Who hath heard ſuch a thing ? nho hath ſeen ſuch things ? 
jball the earth be made to bring forth im one day * or (ball a 
nation be boyne at once? for as ſoon a4 Sion travelled, ſhe brought 
forth her children , Chap.66.8, The riper age ſhall tive with 
the Sunne, inglory, light, andcleerneſle; the exceeding 
brightneſle ſhall be ſuch, that it cannot be looked upon; yea, 
it ſhall be at length terrible ro the enemies , no lefle then an 
Army furniſhed with Banners. We may oblexye out of theſe 
comparilons,how much more excellent the condition of this 
Church ſhall be, then ever it was of any other. Great was thc 
dignity of the former, but at the moſt declared by ſimilitudes 
taken trom the earth, but here, as if the excellency of carth- 
ly things were not ſuſſicient to ſet forth ſuch glory , he flies 
upward towards heaven , taking the Morn:mg , the Moon , and 
Sunne for comparilons ; Come Lord Teſi , let us quickly (ec 
that pleaſant ſight , the gathering together of our diſpeiſc4 
brethren , that all fleſh may acknowledge thee the only 


We being taught thy will , and beholding the glory of thy 


Lord ; that thy unmeaſurable faith and mercy which ex- 
ceedet! 


| ceedeth all the Airates of a erexted minde , may be celebrated | 


and renowned in the nouths of all men. 

verſ. 10. I nent donn into the Garden of Nuts to ſee the 
fruts of the vallie, and to ſee whether the v:ne flouriſhed, and the 
Pomegranates budded. Es 

The ſecond part of the deſcription expriefleth ſeverally 
what was ſpoken even now generally. Hereof are two mem- 
bers , a preparation in this and the two next verſes . andthe 
performance of the work eftefted in the chapter following. 
Of the firſt member are three degrees. A vilitation in this 
verſe. ſufficient ability in the next, and an effectuall calling in 


Verſ. 12, Return, return,0 Shalawm 
we may look upon thee. What will ye fee m 
ut mere the company of tro Armies. 

The third member of the former cauſes. The effet 
mg. Which ſhall be earveſt and thruſt on with great 
ment , asthe twice two doubled words do fi : whet 
that of Ejay ſeemeth to belong, Hom beautifull upon 
mountains are the feet of him that bringeth good t:d ings , 


_ 


| Pr blifbeth peace 1 that bringeth, ood tidings of good, that 
| publiſbeth ſalvation , that faith unto Zion , Thy God nog 
lth Thy natchmen, exc.Chavd. 52.7,8. It is evident, that 


the 12. verſe. That which we tranſlate to the parden of Nuts, |that whole chapter entreateth ofthe laſt calling of the Jews, * 
T,emelius rurneth it to the garden of Pruning. How is the | whole felicity ſhould be eternall, never to be interrupted, 


word fitted * The Jews a long time have been pruned gardens 


wherein God hath exerciſed moſt ſevere loppings and pru- 
Neither doth this interpretation diftel 
from the diſpotition of the Jewes, whole hearts were brawny | 
gith hardnetle, KR om. 1 1.2 5.whole ſtubbornnes and obſtinacy, 


nivys»> Rom.11.20. 


Efay moſt divinely defcribeth, Charp.4:.1%.19,:2c.Hecaileth 
that pcople deat and blind, hearing and ſeeing much and ob- 
ſerving nothing. neither laid they the molt gnevous chaſtife- 
ments to heart , V(Y.2f. Allo Chat: Of, Z+ 3: om. 10.21 

The frurts of the Tally, another nore whereby the Jews are 
marked out , that the) are as1it were lateward trees bearins 
Feit very flowly , fuch arc thev that are planted m vallies, 
which the kills every way fo hinder , that they cannot be re- 
treſed with the heat of the Sun : Such then ſhall Chritt f11:d 
the Ierres when he ſhall vitit cliem , like Nuts covered with a 
hard ſhell ; neither morecxcellent, with anv branch or bud 
of true convertion towards God, whereby they may ſhew 
themlielves to be indued with any vital ſtrength trom heaven; 
then trees planted 11 the ſhadow of fteep rocks, 'which other 
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keepeth back the buds , | 
r:phtcoutnes ſhall thaw that tro? 
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more gentle aire wherebythey may break torth freely, 
Veri. 11. Gr ever I mas aware, my (ole made me l ke the 
k I , 
Char: ts(01 IT; me on the CrPAY!CE 81/6 BUTTE 58 il a3: 


So ſhall the people be when Chrilt ſhall firſt vir them 


Now he teacheth the ſufficient ability of the convertion. The 
meaning 1s ( that ! ſtand no longer retuting other mens opt 

nions) as if he ſhould ſay, 1 detcendel indeed into iny gas 

den, but I verily did ſuppoſe no ſuch thing as at length hap- 
ned, Iexpetted a ſtubborn and obſtinate people , but afte1 
that, I found them cahic and ready to receive me, mm) 
intozced me to ſhew my telfe unto.them in ſtead of chariots 

whetewith I might quickly bring them into the Church,and 
reckon them among hercitizens.. Undoubtedly he added a 
[purto them running , neither would he be waning to their 
ſtudy wherby he might ſupply that which might kelp forward 
the begun work. Therefore Efay faith, H+ (ball bring a!! your 
brethren out of allnations for an of} rmgtothe Lordnith horfes 
aud chavts,and (ittters and mules,and (no'{t beaſts to the hill of 
my bol:nes cat.66.20.Theſe chariots ſeem to be the ready aid 
that the Gentiles ſhould bring the Jews, to recover their for- 
mer leats, But did not Chriſt know what the ſtudy & icadines 
of this people ſhould be ? The things are ſpoken hiſtorically, 
that theirconverſion ſhould be beyond all expectation:for as 
{ſary tain %Þ that thou mayeſt ſay mth thy mundeaaho hath be- 
KutFen wie theft 4 feemg T am det rived and am deſolute. I have 
be, 14 cattrveand remain to and fro, and no hath brought up 
theſ 4 behold I nas l, fi alone,the(e,n bere ha Ve they lent Cha Pd, 
49.21. He ſheweth a thing having great admiration : for 
time will teach many things to be in the Prophets, which we 
commonly interpret as though they were paſt, whoſe event is 
yet tocome: andeſpecially (as it lſeemeth tome) in the cal- 
ling of the Jews: which verily little conſidered of ours;hath 


minde 


veiſ.2 Heallo maketh mention of a threefold captivity, The * 
| Exyttrangthe Aſſyrian, and a voluntary,ve:f.3,4,5 In which 
laſt hapned the moſt miterable condition of the Jewiſh peo- 
wherein they have been fince Chriſts time. Forthey 
[were 1n times palt inforced into Egypt by hunger. 1nto Af+ 
' fyria they were drawn by force of war. Only the Romanes 
'41d not compell them to turn , bur they diſperſed themſelves + 
here and there through the whole world of their own accord, 


Inle : 
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And who lecth no! his people > accounted for nothing inthe * 
multicudoof cap!ives. partly lent rotheEgyttian mines, parts = 
ly ſlam upon the {cafto'ds of cities, where they were compel- 
led to tight etther with wild beaſts, or among themſelves to 
kill one another, asit came tO paſſe at the deftcuction of Terw- 
fa! m by Tims. Or if Adrian tfraightly forbad the Jews theig 
country foil, yet this.captivity was free, becauſe the Romanes 
aimed not at any beneftt by their lervice,as theEgypiians and : 
Jyrians did. but only the quietneſle of the province. Chriſt 
by the preſence of his fleſh brought them not deliverance 
from this captivity , but will bring it at length by turning 
[their hearts tothe faith, Bur Perhaps Saint P.ws! ſaith the 
k ontrary who applieth the ſame to the Apoſtles ſent in times 
Ipaſt, Rom 10.15. But TI think it will ſeem otherwiſe if wewell 
conſider it : his purpoſe in that place,is ro prevent an offence 
taken of the Jewes incredulity. Now there were chiefly two 
things which might make {Gentiles doubt. The ancient Laws 
of the Texres : and the prefen! ſtudy of prety. Were not that 
imoſt like to be the truth which a nation (vouchſafed ſo much + 
[honour before al others,& no lefle fervent as yet,with an ear- 
Ine# defire ro worſhip God ſhould not only acknowledge, but 
alto purſue it moſt earneſtly. 1n the former chapter,he oppo- 
ſerh election tothe 01d Law : here he entreateth of the ſtudy 
of piety : where he granteth them zeal, but leſt any ſhould be 
decerved with the ſhew thereof, he teacheth how farre di- 
ſtant it is from true piety orReligion, The only righteoulſnes 
of God 1s the righteouſneſle of faith, altogether differing 
from the righteouſneſle of the Law , which alonewhile the 


— ——— — 


'in the meantime miſled of the truth This effet have the 


lewes loug ht tor , they obtained nor, what they deſired, and 


words from verſ.z. to verf. 14. Then making adifference of 
ſaying and legall righteouſneſle , left any doubt ſhould yer 
ſtick in their flomacks ; he teacheth yet a lictle more plain- 
ly, whv they could not approach to this ſaving righteouſ- 
neſſe , which he ſaich, is chiefly placed in calling uponthe 
Lord,verſ.1 3. How:ſaith he , ſhall they call? thatis, How 
ſhall the [eres call,&c. But ler us return to Solomon. lt is 
to be obſerved that theſe words yeeld two —_ where- 
by they may appear propeny to belong to the Church of the 
lerss. Firſt, becaule the exhortation or incouragement is 
expreſſed in aword of returning ; whereby he granteth that 
the Nation which he now calleth , had been betore turned a» 
way : which cannot properly take place in any other, but in 
the Iemriſþ Nation. Secondly , of ſet purpole for difterence 
ſake he callech her by her countrey name , ofthe Old Salem 2 


Carkned ( 1 will not ſay, perverted) the proper and uaturall 
meaning of the Prophets in many places, 


Whezeas before confeſledly thiough the whol Song , he had 
A422 notified 


es as © the Jew MO Wraameer 
np. Thats to ſay, b 
ar, that he now turn 


ether, as' whom ſhe now ſerveth. For that of ZYek/el,z8.and 39. hap, 
danghters , neth at the ſame time, when Gog and Magog,that 15,the T 
this difference it might plain- [and the Tartar, with all the wicked Ma/mmetanes ſhall utter- 
his ſpeech to the old Countrey [ly periſh by the ſword of the converted and returned ewes, 
ed, letting alone the new inhabitants which are free in the |See Dan.1 1.44, and.45. Revel.20.9. Whither alſo belongeth 
by Chriſt. Fourthly , after the Converſion he ſheweth [that of Zacharie. When I ſhall ſtrre up try ſons O Zron againſt 
the Shnlamite, by the fimilitude of Tents, that ſhe ſhall de- thy ſonnes O Iavan, Chap. g.1 3. 


fore Godwhen he aſſured a ſpee 


her ſelfe by Arms from the power of her enemies, 


—_—_ 


Cu a P. 


= Ow beautifull are thy goings with ſhooes, O Princes 


daughter! the joynts of thy thighs are like jewels: the her bows 


> work of the hand of a cunning workman. 

- * 2 Thy navell as around cup that wanteth not liquor: thy 
* belly s a5 an heapof wheat compaſſed about with lilies. 
3 Thytwo breaſts areas two young rocs that are twins. 
4 Thy neck 4 like a Tower of Ivory: thine eyes are li; 
© the fiſh pools in Heſhbon by the gate of Betſ1-rabbim : 


thy | 


VII. 


$ Iſaid,Iwillgoupinto the palme tree, Twill take hold of 
; thy breatt ſhall now be like the cluſters of the 


vine : and the ſayour of thy noſe like apples. 


9 And the roof of thy mouth like good wine,which goeth 


ſtraight to wy welbeloyed,and cauſeth the lips of the anciem 
'to ſpeak. 


10 I am my welbeloveds,and his deſire is toward me. 
11 Come my welbeloved,let us go forth into the field : let 


noſe #as the tower of Lebanon that looketh toward Damal- us remain in the villages. 


” $ Thine head upon thee 4s as ſcarlet : and the buſh of 
thine head like purple: the King s tied in the rafters. 


7 - 6 How fairart thou,and how pleaſant art thou, O my love 


+ in 


pleaſures ! 


| 12 Letus getupearlytothevines,letus ſee if the vine lou 
riſh , #hether it hath budded the ſinall grape , or whether the 
Pomegranates foul ih ; there will 1 give thee my love. 


13 The mandiakes have PIVENLA (mc!l, and in out gates are 


all ſweet things, new and old; my welbeloyedI have kept 


5 This thy ſtature is like a Palme tree , and thy breaſt like themstor thee, 


© cluſters. 


The Reſolution. 


On have heard in nhat manner the Converſion was. Now 1 (bened the moſt vlovious condrtion of the Converted, as well by the 


beautie mherent to ery member, verl. 1, :, 3» 4, 5. and the nhole bode, vert. 6,7. as alſo tn 
Bridegroom,dnelling in her branches, ver. 8: and the ſavour of the Noſe and Palate , 
And (cl) is the vronmge conditicn of the Princelle, the v 


[2 


reſt pea mone anothers love, verl. 10. 


C#11:1Ng by chance of the 
v I Commeth to paſ/e that 
wager danebter 


verl. 9. mort 


r:per age ſball bring norſh1ppers m greater number, the occaſten wherecf is ſhened,verl 11,1213. and the eff et inthe begins 


nmy of the Chapter folloning. 
FARE 


Verſ. r. Hor beautifull arc thy feeet reith ſhooes, O Princes 
dawghter! The joints of thy thighs are like (enels,, the 
work of the hands of a cumning workman. 

A Particular deſcription of each member is here begun 
from benath, for ſuch ſhall the progreſle of things be. 
Heretofore alwayes the beginning was made from the head. 
The place of the eyes teeth,and temples : becauſe the firſt be- 
ginnings were more famous and ſooner perceived, in the Do- 
Rors and the adminiſtration appointed . but now in a won- 
derfull manner, the feet ſhall be firſt converted, and ſhall be- 
in to ſtand and walk in the right way,as ſome notable reaſon 
Ifdiſcover ,-why ſuch a thing ſhould be done. He there- 
fore admireth the beauty of her feet , becauſe ir was verily a 
thing full of admiration. A ſhooe is applyed in the Scrip- 
tures to three ſignifications, To Mirth, Speed, and Liberty. 
It was a ſign of Mirth ; from whence in moutning they cither 
them off,of their own accord; As D.vid afeaded to the 

ount of Olrves,hu head covered and bay: oot, 2 Sam. 15.30. 

Orthey were conſtrained 2gainſt their wils as Captives to the 
victors, wholed them naked and barefoot, Eſa,zo04 Speed 
hathſomwhat a more plain efficacy,for he that is ſhod,tread- 
eth more bold!y,and feareth not pi bles or thorns. Where- 

y return to his people , he 
ſeth to bring it to paſſe , rhat they ſhall go with ſhooes 


P 


on their feet, Eja. ti.1s, It wasalſo to the Liraelites a ſigne 


EXPOSITION: 


of liberty,or rather of obtaining fheir redeemed inheritance. 
Whereas putting oft the ſhove was for a reproach, Deat.2 5. 
9,10. Whither as it {ſeems belongeth , how God commanded 
Moſes drawing neer to him, ro put off his ſhooe, Fred. 3.5.t0 
put us in minde in how bale a condition fleſh is before him, 
All the fignitications agree. The m:rth of the people return- 
ing , their {fecd of returning , and the recovery of their anci-, 
ent inheritance,will without doubt be a matter of wonderfull 
glory and of great admiration ; ſo that worthily the Nations 
may cry out , how beautifull zre thy feet 1 fee Eſay 52.1241 35 
1415. They ſhall make haſt out of this captivity , as when 
one runneth away from hts maſter, or as the Iſraclites in old 
time out of Fgypt : but with great conſtancy of mind and al- 
ſured confidence, ſo as the Nations ſhall be amazed, and the 
Kings ſhall ſtop their mouths, when they ſhall ſee that which 
was not fold them ; for then God ſhall bring to paſle, that 
his people may enjoy their deſolate poſſeſſions. Eja.49.8.The 
ſecond part of the verſe fignifieth that nimble turning joynt, 
whereby the upper part of the thighes are fitly turned. Or 
rather perhaps it may more fitly Fenifie a turning from one 
way into 2nother ; as if he ſhould lay , the turniqg away of 
thy thighs from thy former flubborneſle co true piety and 
faith in Chriſt. [ewels are fitted into many turning Circles, 
whoſe artificiall turnings doe excellently ſet forth this won- 
derfull converſion or turning of the thighs and feet. More- 
orcr 


* 


aſter the ytay 1550, 


land, which the Ierres at length (converted to Chriſt, delive 
from the Nations, and 1cfiored to their Connery feats) ſha 
obtain proper, and their own, But what ( will ye ſay ) doſt” 
thou turn {Jeu ? God forbid, 1 dream not of that return which 
as yet they do,That they may renew the Temple , reſtore the 
Ceremonies,and poſleſte the land in times palt , promſed and 
given as aucarnelt of the heavenly. { Theſe things are e:er- 
nally buried, not worne out by time , but utterly aboliſhed by 
Chriſt. ) But I ſpeak ofa reſtoting to their Country , where» 
m they ſhall worſhip Chaſt according to his Ordinances : 
which 15 not contiary to Religion every one knoweth, and all 
the Prophets ſeem to foictell it with one confent. Whenl 


QUAr. VII 
over they are the work of the hands of a enmnmng morkman. ; 
See how [weetly theſe words agree with thoſe of $, Iohn,Rev. 
19.11. where ina larger explication of the fixth viall, that 15 
to fay,the calling of the lews, the workman 1s deſcribed, by 
whole hands theſe lews and joynts of the thighs are framed 
Firit by his wame , agreeing with the ſame.n this place : he 
was pleaſed totake this name to himſelf, that he might y 


length declare in very deed, how taichtull he was in perfoimn- 
ing promiſes, and giving fa'vation to his people. Buthence| 
ſee, the convertion of the heart ſhall not proceed of them- 
Clyes.but from this faithful workman, who ſhall frame theſe 


joy 1:5,and work thele nimble tunings. | | | 
Verf. 2. Thynavelts like a rount goblet, which nanteth| think hereof, it feemeth noligkt Argument , that untill rhis 
net lrawor : thy belly i« like a heap of uheate ſet avant vith Lil-! day that people remain ( although diſperſed through the 


whole wocld ) divided and ſeparated from the Nations with 
whom they live. A tlvng truly wonderfull marvellous , but 
that i: appears plainly to be Gods doing. We know theGothes, 


lies. 
Interpreters refer theſe words to meat anddring ; but in 
this longs comeclineſle and honetty 15 chietely retpe ted; and 
nouriſhment is tigniticed by thoſe members; which they are 
appointed to by nature. 1judge 1t rather to tignil.e fertiility 
_y 
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Fundals , Hunnes, andvery many other Nations , forſakin 

their Countries, have alſo changed their ſpeech , names; an 
flouriſhing freſh in them whote bodies are full ot juyce, 1 natures. SO that (were it not for letters ) they cannot be diſs 
dry and without blood. 4 hap of nhoat , declaretls the belly! cerned trom the people ot the Country with whom they hve. 
like a furrow, well ftored with the bett feed which watered and | But the Ice, like the River Rowe rn the poole Lauſane)tat- 
made fruitfull by mixture ot the Gablit , wou!ld at Leny th | fer none of our cuſtomes to be faltned on them, but in the 
break forth into an infinit harveſt. Thele things are more | midſt of us , keep their old name and Ordinance: would we 
p:ain with Elay XP.4y. 19:2 0. Thx bell, (:t about nth l .: know thic c: utc * Firſt, God would have them, for the {ale of 
{heweth that this held { unlike other fticlds} ſhall not be fen- © his detpiicd Sonne, be a \petacle to the world: when alforto 
ccd with buſhes and quicktets , but f 1tl every way he Open, ) ad, ile us , leit tc people commonly accounred luperifitious, 
and be altogether ſo pleaſant, nor only in the midile whete | ſhould perhaps make faving dottrine tufpected by their con- 
the more fruitfull increaſe 15 wont to be. but allo in theurer- | fenting. Laſtly, that he might make plaine his 1afinite and 


" * , © . F i . - . E _ * . ” 
mot hordcers. And moſt ney alto arc 111i 16s }« ed tO! tett, i UnNmeal THIL 2 tavour and truth al lengrh » Mn reit0::ng th:18 
ſecing nothing is more frunttull, beating often 55. heads up-! people. We have far digrefled from our purpoſe, bur nat ai- 
on one Root, Plir.l z21.c. | togetherin:o0a ſtrange marter, and wheieot a brick Declarati- 


Vetl. 3. Thy tire br« are like tro young Rofs that are} on was necellary. Secing then rhat (Gon is to be proper» 
gimms. ; - ly taken ; know that i: was once a City beyond Iordarn, come 

Excellent ſhall chis Church be in qoXrinet whoſe mini-] mon to the (ad tes and the Ruventes » Mum. 21.26,27,2$, 
ſters God ſhall wa.er with farnetle, Ter. 31, 14 They 1521! be} Ar tuft Noble, known by the Proverb, and once the Palace of 
baſe and timple at the beginning} like yonng Ros wallowing} £4ont which Cry feemerh to reach the recovery of their 
in the duſt, when they are tir? brouwhe foith. for as yet alc - | old poſſeſſion , of whote Eaftern coaſt this City is placed as 
led Church fall not be filly garhere t together, as by the la-}| it were the Mecre-ſtone. 
bourof ſome cert2un Apottles, who tiaying im no certain} And mo#ſttitly atethe eyes co! pared to Fiſhpools , not ſo 
places ſhall go hither and thi: her to Preach, 2ccording as the | much for the cleernefle, which ſtewerh the brightnefle of the 
cauſe requireth, In the fame maniier as If was done| water, as for rhe abundance of tears flowing from truce re- 


im thefirſt Church, as before Chap. 4 5. See alto what hath pentance. ITere.z1.9,19,109. I{ay.45.Zachar. ! .19. Neither 
been obterved UPOn £j4y , at the latt yerile of the tormer! without cauſe l:kewite are the gares mentioned by which 


Chapter. { theſe Fiſhpools are leated:which as they are called Brath-rab- 


Veil, 4. Thy neck is as 4 Tower of Ivory, thine eyes like the bythe daughters of marry or of a multitude, moſt frequented 
Hiſbpooles 12 Hetbbon, by the gate of Bath-rablbym : Thy noge #\ by retort of people: to they reach that there ſhall be at length 
as the Toner of Lebanon nhch1o; k-th) tonard 1 Jamaſcus. Lan inknite multitude of this people gathered tothe truth by 


z:lsS 
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Merecerus doubterh whether there were a Tower ot t repentance. It might icem harih ro comparethe Noſeto a 
name. Rabb: Selom, and the Chaldee paraphrafis think there | Tower , but rhat the Counſeli of the ſpirit alwayes puts us in 
was ;zand ] am of their mind, for all thete tumalitudes feem to} mind that things and places are choſen, whereby the borders 
be taken from true things & not feigned.Yca,for moſtweigh-| of the land may be delcribed, Ter. 31.8. E(.49.20. The houſe 
ty cauſes, as anon it will appeare ſome more eminent places} of L:banus is famous in the Scripture. * But thatthe Tower 
are choſen of purpoſe for this part of the deleription. This! thereof looketh toward Damaſcus ſceme:h to be 2dded fot 
Ivory Towre 1 ſuppoſe to be the Ivory throne fpoken of, difference fake. There were two houſes of the forreitof Le» 
I King.1 0.18." Theneck of the firſt Church was allo a Tower, | banon,ons built on the hill as this place plainly ſheweth, Sees 
inthe lame Mount where this Throne was built, namely an' 2 Cron.s. 16, 17,18. Anotherat Jerw/alem ( inthe torreſ) 
Armory for David and the war :; wherein allthe inſtruments | not farre from the houſe of Solomon , which for likenefſe was 
of warre were put,as before Cp. 4. 4. But this Tower is $o-| called the houic of the forreft of Lebanon, whereof mention 
lomon: of peace, not of warre ; of Judgement,not of Armour. is made,1 Kimyg.7 2. Forthewhole proriftion wheaewith So« 


* 
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That though triumphing , yet aiticted with many troubles of 
warres. This, her enemies overcome very eafily,ſhall raigne 
in peace like Solomon: for ſuch a flouriſhing eſtate doe the 
Prophets promile this Church, all her enemies put ro flight, 
Eſ/ay41.14.15.ler.30.31. Efeck, 39-342 $5070, Tiune eyes 
like the fiſbrools m Heſbbon, Tremelws tranflateth it appella- 


lomen built this houſe, proveth that to be another from that 
in Lebanon,1 Kmg.10.17,21. What need fuch ſumptuous 
houſhold-ſtuffe in houſes ſo farre aſunder : when therewas 
ſcarce any hope that theKing would ſee themtwice:But moſt 
cleerly, Shiſhack carried anay the ſhields of gold which nere 
found m the houſe of ihe Forreſt of Lebanon, 1 King. 14.26. + It 


tively, to moſt artificiall fiſhpools But 1 ſuppoſe thole pla-| ſeemeth that houſe was then in the power of Rehoboam and at 
ces to be noted out by name, chiefely for this reaſon ,that by | Terwſalem z for the King of Egypt went no farther.” And 


chooling out ſome of notable places (as we ſhall ſee) Solomon | doubtleſle the houſe of 
ſcemeth to appoint out the tercitoties and borders of that Itheten Tribes , ceaſed 
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Mount Lebanon,in the failing away of 
to be of the Domiaionof Rehuboam. 


The flate of the Church. Car, VIT, 


$ place itis uſed coſet forth the North border of the Thele words alſo belong to the generall commendation ? 
to the Eait,as the Hebrens in my judgment do right- [for Stature is the heighth and talnefle of the whole body , 
iatecpret it. wherevy it reacheth up on high, which is not wont to be con- 
» Veil. r5: Thin? head upon thee i« ltke Carmel, and the haire | fidered in the firſt years, but when the body is cometo its full 
of thy bead likg pure. The Kmg held m the Gutters , or [growth ;. ſhe therefore is ſaid to be like a Palm-tree , which 
"mw the Gelleries. [groweth upward, with what weight ſoever it be preſſed down : 
= Cerme!{isa Mountain of Phenic:a , not far from Lebanou , [So this Church ſhall be advanced cheerfull and famous , yet 
Knownto Strabo and Ptolemy. Here then take the weſt fide, ' after much toyle and labour - for it cannot be , but in the be- 
C2 which nothing falleth our more firly then this Mountain, ginning ſhe ſhall mect with many moſt mortall enemies, Gog 
which way be compared with the head. Twice before,by the | and Magog.the Mahumetan people which ſhall give an occahi- 
*Hhaire we underſtood the multitude of the faichfull to be t1gni- | on of the utter ruine and riddance of that molt miſchievous 
© fed. There they were like Goates appearing from Mount Gr- | Tyrant; yet ſhall! 5 Church receive no loſle thereby, but in de- 
| tead, here like fine flax of purple die, as if every one the {ſpite of all,ſhal riſe up, &attain to a juſt degree of dignity. Thy 
= ſhould be a Prince, and enduedwith Princely dignity, where- | brea/?: (faith he) are lp cluſters of Grapes. Before the breaſl, 
_ of purple is the figo. This Church before was called a Princes [were like yowng Roe: ; but now, when the Church ſhall begin 
© gaughcer, and Saint John calleth the faithfull, Kings. But Z4-]to be ſettled, the breaſts ſhall be changed into cluſters of 
”. chary more plainly ſaying , The baſeſt among them ſball be a5] Grapes, moſt plentifull and pleaſant fountains : for Grapes 
” Dawd;c>c.Zach.1:.s.God forbid that I ſhould through envy | full of juice , being prefled , run all into liquor, yeelding 
= conceal any thing that the Spirit ſeemeth towill, and ſhould | abundance of picnty and pleaſure, as well for neceſlity as 
= not rather with my whole heart rejoyce at this excellent glo- | delipht, 
» xy of my brethren, though beholding it a farre off. This place Ver!. 5. I ſad, I will goup to the Palm-tree , I will take 
"I by force of oppoſition giveth light tothat of the Goates, a | hold of tbe boug')s thereof : alſo thy breaſt; ſhall be as the cluſte) 5 
= baſe ſtinking creature and full of filth. Not that Chriſtians | of the vive , and the ſmell of thy noſe like Apples. 
= arcſuchin themſelves , but are accounted ſuch in theworld. | Now are other orraments remembred , as of the Bride- 
Baſe and ſimple hath their condition been through the whole |groom dwelling in the branches of this Palm-tree. The de- 
 - ace of thecalling of the Gentiles, to this of the , Ai , aSWe |claration of the Breaſds, Moſe, Palate of the Spouſe , and the 
have obſerved, Chap.4. The King « held m the gutters. I aflent |mutuall delice whereby they wholly reſt in one anothers loye: 
to thoſe learned men which think italludeth to that, Gen. 30. | we have often ſaid, how they both deſire to expreſſethem- 
38. Buttheir application ſeemeth to me farre otherwiſe, al- | {elves one toward another, not only to ſhew their mutuall 
though that place yet yeeldeth the ſame. For as tholepilled | love, but alio , how che faithfull are affeted towards the 
Rods put in the Gutters, and beheld by the ſheep (when being | Church ; As in this p'ace, where the Bridegroom having 1 
yery hot they came to drink) cauſed to bring forth Lambs fo | purpoſe and determina ion to climb this Palm-tree , he ſhew- 
ſpeciled and {potted : even ſo the King is here ſaid to be held | eth thereby,what the faithfull ſhall wiſh for , after they ſhall 
in the Gutters » that the faithfull having him alwaies before | ſee the Church ſertled and confirmed, how deſirous they ſhall 
theireyes, inthe place where they quench their thirſt, ſhall | be tro dwell in her branches and :o gather her ſweeteſt fruits: 
. beger Kings by his example, a new Chriſtian off-ſpring. So As 1/zy ſaith, C)4p.49.18 and Zachary,Chap.8.2 3. The na- 
that theſe words yceld a very good reaſon of that which was | tions ſhail deſire to be exalted inthe heighth of her proſperi- 
- next before ſaid. For when he had even now commended [ty ; whence it 15 {aid in the Revelations, Chap. 21. 24. They 
the purple haire, whereunto 1 applied a Royall dignity of all Jbail bring therr glory to this nex Teruſalem , I wiſh thy breaſts 
the faitbfull: leſt any ſhould marvell, he yeeldeth a reaſon | nere,c>c. The words are ſpoken in the manner of wiſhing, 
> _ why itſhould be ſodone, becauſe all the faithfull ſhall be born | that the ſaithfull ſhall with all their indeavour ftrive, as well 
 S&Ciogs : for the king: himſelf is held in the Gutters whither| to have theſe good things communicated unto them, as to be 
- they ſhould come to drink,and to quench their thirſt: it can-|kept , increaled, and inlarged : They ſhall deſire to be fed 
not be but they waxing hot at the ſight of him , ſhall bring [with theſe breſts, and ſhall earneſtly beſeech the Lord, that 
forth ſuch Children , as they ſee him ſet forth before their | they may never dry up: They alſo ſhew how this £pouſe ought 
eyes. But howcanthe King be bound inthe Gutters? Af-| to behave her ſelf rowards theſe new gueſts , ro whom ſhe is 
ter the ſame manner as Chriit ſet forth to the view was Cru-| bound to beſtow her breaſts , as well as to h-r own. And the 
cified among the Galatians,by the powerfull preaching of the | ſpell of thy Noſe a5 Apples. Theſe words ſeem to concern ho- 
Word, Galat.z.1. This is that ſtream wherein he is he!d.and Ulinefſe of common life. We alwayes breath with the no{trils, 
from whence they draw to quench their thirſt. Now he is ſaid | as long as there is any power of life ; whence Ieremy faith, 
to be bound in the Gutter, becauſe they ſhall never afterward | The breath of our noſtrils , the anoynted of the Lord 5 talygn in 
be deſtitute of him. therr pits, Lam. 4.20. She prayeth therefore that to the a- 
* Verf. 6. How faire and how pleaſant art thou O Love,for de-| bundant doftine, which islaid up in the breaſts ( as in Wels 
lights ! | never to be drawn dry) may be joyned the ſweetneſle of man- 
Alententious concluſion or rather an univerſal! commen-| ners and integrity of all holines. 
dation,wherein he declareth the excellent beauty of the otherl Verſ. 9. And the roof of thy mouth like the beſt Wine that 
members , which he mentionednot ſeverally. Every word goeth down ſweetly, cauſing the l:ps of thoſe that are aſleep ta 
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hath its Emphaſis orexpreſle ſignification. The manner of /pþeake. 
a king hath admiration, the ſame repeated, ſheweth no Com- © The force of this manner of wiſhing as yet remaineth. The 
mon but a moſt yehement and ſingular admiration. The ab» palate or roof of the mouth, ſignifieth words , which are for- 
ſtra& ſhewerh pure and perfe& love, not infeted with the med by the help thereof ; it differeth from the breaſts , be- 
1 nngrs contempt : delights are laſtly caſt into the cauſe they are the cloſer and ſtore-houſe, wherein ( as in a 
heap,if kv thing more could be added. Neither are theſe treafury ) great ſtore of learning is laid up; but the palate 
things added to ſet forth her beauty alone, or only to expreſſe and lips are as keyes,wherewith the Treaſury is unlocked,and 
_ with what deſire the Bridegroom purſueth the Church, but it the riches laid up is brought forth for uſe : for it little profi- 
chiefly a to the Hiſtory , and ſheweth this Church to teth,to have riches heaped up, unleſle they may be applycd to 
' be moſt excellent, not only in the praiſe of certain members, uſe and profit when need requireth That we may then under- 
A - buttobeadmired in the beauty &propernes of the wholbody ſtand this Church to be, not only rich and plentifullin all a- 
+, Ver. x. Thu be ſtature is like to a Palm-tree; and thy bundance, but alſo happy in the uſe and fruit thereof; he 
knee bto cif f Grapes. j00 leſſe foreſheweth the ſweetneſle of the palateuthen the fer- 
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CHAP. VII. after 


tility of the breaſts. 7! cauſeth the li þ? of theſe that ave es 
to ſpeak. This is anexcellent comendation of this Wine 
ſo ftrong and powerfull , that it can ſhake off drowlinelle in 
men halfdead , make the minde and fences more nimble ; 
looſe the tongue, before fiicking to the awcs , and make it 
wonderfull eloquent. £ſay expounceth this riddle , ſaying, 
Chap.3s.5. Then (ball the Cripple 5k1p as ihe Hart , and the 
tongue of the dumb (ball ſmg. 

Verſ.1o. Tam mybi loveds, ara h:« defire rs toward me. 

The Spouſe at length concludeth this place.as af ſhe ſhould 
ſav , 1t needeth not that we ſhould fland reckoning up every 
thing; that condition brief y ſhall be ſuch that the Chusch 
With all ftudy and defire, ſhall be altogether attefted and con- 
ſecrated to Chriſt , and ſhall find him again fo kinde and 
loy ing,as if he wholy applied himſelf to this only Care, 

Verſ.11. Come my beloved , let us go forth mio the field, let 
fs lodge 11 the village $ ; OF, among the Cy! re/ſe IYees. s 

So much of the tirſt calling , now tolloweth the ſecond : 
that which remaineth of the Chapter, is a preparation of this 
ſecond calling » which doth whoi!y ſet forth the Spouſe her 
inviting the Br:degroome into the conntiey , ſewing , that 
theſe tiift fruits of the Temes ſhall burne with great defire to 


win thereſt of their nation, and ſhall nor ceaſe ill they bring 


M— 


the yeave ”— 


formed, and much 2dorned ſpouſs,! 

full converſion of : he whole nation, he eryet 

go thoron the gates , prepents you the way of the e 
caſt up the hiyh n ay, gather out the 5 liſt wp a 


the people, Chap 62.10. By whic doubled words he | en _ = 
their incredible deſire ofgathering the reliques and \ 

them into one Church. The vmes , grapes mg s 

are the eject of the Jews whoſe prone readines to imbrace the* > 
truth 15 like a moſt pleaſant ſpnng , the ele had eried their 
winter , which deprived them of truit and leaves , that they 
could ſcare be known from dead trees. | 

The ſecond member of the verſe ſheweth another reaſon of 
going, into the countiy , There (ſaith ſhe 1 will give myloves _ 
to thee, that it is to (ay , 1 will ſhew my ſelf freely to thee that 7 
thou mayeſt delight thy ſelfin my company : for togiveone* © 
my love honeſtly and ſhamefaſily , is to give hum Full power 2 
over me,Therefore the glory of Chriſts Kingdom ſhall not be * 
tull till rhis juſtication. 

Verſ.13.The Mandgakes grve propre 7 our gates ave all 
manner of pleaſant frivits, new and old , alnch Ihave laid wp for 
thee, O my beloved. - 

Mandrakes, ſaith Plare, have a ftrong ſmell, but here 15 ue 
commendation of the ſent , but mention is made of it only 


it topaſſe. But why doth the ſpwſo detirethe countrey ? 
15s ſhe weary of the city: or doth detite a more freſh ayre? In- 
deed they that are long pendup in the city , are wont often- 
times for their mindes fake , to avoid company , and dehire 
ſolitary reſt; but this going into the fields or villages,feeketh 
not pleaſure ſo much , as it ſtirreth up to new work and la- 
bour. If ſhe had deſired it, to avoid the heat of the Sunne, 
or for pleaſant banquetring , whereto (erveth this lodging 
abroad ? She therefore goetha hunting , not to catch wilde 
beaſt, bur men; very many Ienes were yet butied in the coun- 
trcy without the holy City , fox whom all this watching and 
trouble ſhall be undertaken ; that they may be gathered into 
one ſheepfold , and fitted into one body of Chriſt with their 
brethren. This vocation ſhall lo much exceed the former, as 
the open fields excecd the city , or the whole multitude a 
{mall company ; Dane! , Chap.12.13. appounteth the rime 
thereof 45. yeares after the firit, which will happen abont the 
year 1700, The exact time cannot be tet downe,it is enough 
for us, it we come neer the truth. 

Verſ(.12. Let us get up early to the vmeyards : let 6s ſee tf the 
wmes flouriſh : nhethey the tender grapes appear,and the Pome- 
granats bud forth, there will I grve thee my love. 

That which the Bridelately entreated,now ſhe urgeth with 
certain reaſons. The end of the journey and the full acquain- 
tance in this verſe. The peitection of all delights in the verſe 
following. The end of being in the country is that ſhe might 
ariſe early to the vineyard. It was fome trouble towartch 
among the Cypreſle tices , but this addeth mote, to go forth 
ſocarly to the vines ; wherein we learn,her chicfeſt care was 
in gathering theſe citizens of the ſecond order , wherein ſhe 
{pared no labour or diligence : ſhe will goe into the country, 
not refuſing the tedioultneſle of the long journey : ſhewill| 


endure the diſcommodity of watching in the villages , and | 
that nothing be wanting by her will , ſhe will arite early in {ro common and davly diet , but hath reſerved them lockr ug® 
the morning to diſpatch the buſineſle , and which is more to | Ty whereby we may underſtands! 
beadmired , whules yer no harveſt appeareth which might |the glory of thoſe times to be ſuch as the former ages have 
worthily require the plainfull labour ; E/ay mentioneth this | never ſeen. 


defire , when after the fore-ſhewed great glory of the re- 


to ſhew the budding and growth thereof. Ir is a cold herbs . 
drowlie and latewaid , it feems it grewin the Feli/vinthe 
land of Canam , Ruben foimd Mandrakes m the prid . Gen. 
30.14. They ate a!ſo oppoled inthis plece to 1110{e more 
delicate fruits which areplanted neerthe houſe » a5 wel toy 
delight as for more eaſlic keeping. - The new ang 0.4 rulth 
have a plain meaning, Aw excellent diviton of tho c:tizens 
ſeemeth here to be ſet forth , whereof Yome are far icartieied 
; in remote colonies , like Mandrakes growing i the oven 
| fields; others like domeſtique milder fruit , which by vicioiry 
| or neer neighbour-hood yeeld more plentifull delights.Sorre 
| again are newly freſh planted into the Church , lice Marr 
| drakes , cold and lateward herbs ſpringing more lowly, tucy 
ſhall the Jews be laſtly called , which ſha!l more lately ſhae 
| off their drowſineſle. Some are e!der , who ſhall yee!4 : 2014 
| names to the firſt calling,and ſpend their time in the received 
; truth ſomewhat before the reti ſhall come in. This ſhall be > 
| a moſt pleaſant beholding to the elders , when they ſhail tee 
| Religion not todecay with theage ; which alas , we behold © 
[to Our grief as if the fulnefle of the gentils did my rn; 

every later generation in their degrees fall away from the: 

farGtity of their parents. The latter part of the verle teacNerh 
that the ſpouſe ſhall have a time at length ro unlocke het, 
ſtore-houſes , and as it were in pompe , openly ler forth her 
\unmeaſurable riches inthe exce ding great abundance of het 
citizens. Thrifty houſholders do nor ſuffer all thingsto be 
uſed continually, and confuſedly , but reſerve ſome things 
for ſolemn feaſts , tet apart from dayly uſes, which they may 
bring forth as occaſion feryeth for credit and honeſty ; $0 
the Church, howſoever ſhe hath oftentimes before declared 
her felf not poor and needy , but ſufficient rich and abun« 
dantly adorved with all dignity , yet ſhe hath not applied _ 
theſe dainty banquets , delicate diſhes, and tweet meates. =F 


in ſtore for this one lolemnity : 


£4200 A 


H that thou werſt as my brother that ſucked the breaſts 
of my mother: 1 would tinde thee without,I would kifſe 
thee, then they ſhould not deſpile thee. 


ſpiced w ine, and new wine of the pomegranate. 


V-146 


2 1willlead thee, and bring thee into my mothers hoy 
there th ou ſhalt reach me : and 1 will cauſe thee to drix 


Bbb 


<a 


"* 


err I bz ander mine head , 


The Plate of the Church 


CHar. VIIL, 
and his right , ſhall we do for our ſiſter when ſhe ſhall be ſpoken for ? 


ce me. 9 Ifſhe beawall, we will build upon her a ſilver palace : 
charge you,O daughters of Jeruſalem , that you ftirre| and if ſhe be a door, we will keep her in with boards of cedar. 
"MOT UP , nor waken my love, untill he pleaſe, 10 Tamawall , and my breaſts are as towers ; then was 1 
= 5 (Whois this « Go cometh up out of the wilderneſſe ,! in his eyes as one that findeth peace. 
nag upon her welbeloved?)! raiſed thee up under an apple] 1x Salomon had a vine in Baal-hamon : hegavethe 
- tree: rt ere thy mother conceived thee : there ſhe concerved | vineyard unto keepers : every one brinyeth tor the frunt 
- that batethee. | thercof a thouſand preces of tilver, 
= - 6 Setmeasaſcalon thy heart, and as a ſignet upon thine] 12 But my vineyard which. is mine, + before me. to thee, 
- arme ; forlove « ſtrong as death: jealouſie is cruell as the | O Salomon , at pertaimeth a thouſand veces of ſilver , and two 
grave : the coales thereof are fieric coales , an4 a vehe-, hundred to them that keep the f:uit thereof. 
ment flame. 13 O thouthar dwelletſt in the gardens , 
| 7 Much water cannot quench love, neither can the floods | hearken unto thy voice ; cauſe me to hear it 
& drown it : ifa man ſhould give all thc ſubſtance of his houle | 
 forlove, they would greatly contemne it. 
» $ Wehavea little lifter , and ſhe hath no breaſts ; 


4 K%, 


the companion* 


14 Oh my welbeloved, flce away,and be like unto the roe 
or to the young Hart upon the mountaines of ipices. 
what 


Thc Reſolution, 


Hus farre the preparation of the ſecond calling , ! canme it (elf followet'y, declared by the ronder(ufl deſire of the called. 
yerſ\.1.2, By the mutual love of the 2 'C Verl:3. 1d bs ever! king CoMUMNudince » VEL (os. { (uch is the Prin 
ceſ]- the younger ſi/ter. T he oth, rnfer: urs Th; tC Pay thys trince{Jearetao:; one us deferibed i ming out of the deſert - 

© Jraning «por ber loved , and with wondertu 7 xe! , vert. 5.6.7. the other ts reauned by the great affechon of the Siſters 


verl. R: 9. ant by ber OO "Ne ad: rcſ)e 5 vert. Il ©, 4 t; <> / 1th YT of th C 1Hrcl S fe YCYAd VU: I: 'mtiy R tl! j CIT « th p, A. reeN hon Car Os 
q fully the Brides rooin 1:l] defend the nhole , veri.11.12; an4{nhbat ber qt 'reth i / the nhole, verl:13. as what the common deſire 
; of the ſponſe (ha {be, namety , that hi r beloved n o:d {1 ences, aud that ſia£ al length might be carr d nith hm into e\ erlaſting 
Sab:tacles , rel 18. 


| Be: - Ae EXEDS1:T.LO:N, 


Verſ.1.0 that thou rrert 25 my brother that ſircked the breaſts | deſired to drive him out of the Temple and Synagognes : For 
of my mother , hen I ſhould finde thee nithout , I rould \they which raged ſo much againit others which confeſſed 

v kſſe thee, yet I ſhould not be deſpiſed. him ſomewhat more freely ; what would they not do to him 
l | CH thing now at length fully perfeted , and all the | himſelf, forwhoſe cauſe they were ſo violent againft others? 
4 faithfull Jewes fitted into one body of Chriſt, their affe- |(1oh.v. 22.) But theſe people will not only open the gates 
Rion is wonderfull, madeclear by the Antutheſts of the for- | that the King of glory may come in , but will lead him 

mer Jewes , with whom Chriſt in times paſt had ro do in the ' through the itreets , and ſet him higheſt in the midſt of their 
earth, that with wondrous skil with gne and the ſame labour, aſſemblies. The fame manher of ipeech we met with before, 
he ſertetk forth aſwell the accurſed hatred of theſe , as the Chap.z, 4 which we interpreted of his coming 1m the ficſh ; 

willing and ready love of thoſe new citizens. The old Jewes | otherwiſe his mothers houte is the Church , as we faw in the 
deſpiſed and refuſed Chriſt coming in the fleſh, and ſhewiug ' firſt Chap. verſ.17. Thou ſhowldeft teach me. Tremelins re- 
himſelf a brother : but there ſhall be nothing better to thoſe, | ferreth it , ro my mother which teacheth me. The words beare 

nothing that they ſhall more deſire , then that they may en- it ; but the 421:theſes requireth ſuch expoſition as 1 have 

joy the favour of his preſence, whereby that horrible wicked- made. The T-res very much frequented the Temple , they 

nefſe of deſpiſing the Son of God by their elders , may be re- boaſted themſelves to be the white ſonnes of their mother 

, eompenced by their faith and diligence in holy duties : the the Church , bur of the doctrine of their brother / the man 
old Jewes fought only his death , but fled and followed him Chriſt ) there will be great difference between the old and 

not (teaching in the ſtreets} with kiſſes , but reproaches. All theſe. They could not-abide to heare Chriſt preaching : 

famitiarity with him was accounted for a reproach and theſe will hearken to his voice only , they will draw their 

blame; Nrcodemns conſtrained for fear to ſeeke private con- dottrine from this only Welt , they will preferre themielves 

f:rence with him by night. Theſe ſhall diligently leeke him ' no other manner of life and ſalvation but him alone. Laſtly, 

© whereſoever he ſhould be , and finding him thall worſhip him whereas ſhe will give him ſyrced rene to dyke , thereby he 
- withgreat reverence. Neither ſhall they any wit regard the teacketh how far the new people ſhall diftet from the 0! un 
mocks and s«offes of the wicked : the world ſhall then be of cruelty : They mingled him vineger and gall todvinke, Mat. 
another faſhion. Theſe later peogle altogether unlike to 25,34. Theſe ſhall tremble ar ſack barbarous wickeneſie , 
© choſe theirwickedelders ; £.:/omon trath moſt divinely com- and in ſtead of that moſt bitter cup ſhall invite htm ro molt 
_priſed in theſe words , aſwell rhe wickedneſle of thoſe for- ' generous wine of chaſt and fervent piety. . Their excellent 
Emer in refuſing Chriſt , as the pietic of thoſe later in im- torme and beauty could not be better painted out + then by 
© bracing im. 


 -Fert >. I world len! thee;] nould bring thee into my mothers 
© boufe, thou ſpouldeſt mſtrutt me : I nould cauſe theeto drinke of 
ſpiced mine, of the fruu of my Pomegranates. 

- He followeth the former Antitheſes or opyoſition , for he 
"could nor better expreſic the integrity of hoſe whichare to 


calle, then by oppoſing them ro ſuch as were formerly 


the oppolite deformity of that old and degenerate Syna- 
gogu? : the Fruit of the Pomegranate may be referred to {ome 
principall menamong the Terres , who ſhall apply all their au- 
_—y advance religion, &c. 
Verl.z. Huleft hand ſbon'd be under my head, and hi right 
ha nd ſhould mbrace me. 
The love of the Bridegroome which reſteth moſt pleaſantly 


inthe boſome and imbeaclng of the Charch thus ſertted': bee 


alc, voin. The old {eas then ſhur Ckrilt ou a docgs,and 


4 


ſha 
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Cuar. VIII. 
ſhall carry the Pride in his armes ; ond ſhall keep her ſafe and 
ſound from all troubles , as before, Chap.z.6. but that the 
Church was never before ſo well adorned and protected by 
thedivine power , as in t! is laſt renovation , according to 
that of Icremy , Chap.16. v6 ſ-14 i5. and of Ejay» Chap.43- 
verſ.5 6. The exceeding gory ot Gods piclence , ſhall 
then obſcure all former meinory , how famous orrenowned 
ſoever. # 

Veiſ.4. I charge ye, 0 daught: rs of teru ſal 
not up, nor anake my love util! he pleaſe. | 

This betokeneth the perpetuity of this love and condi- 
tion , as before by the ſame kinde of oath , he alwaies de- 
clareth a ſettled cſtate of the Church tor ſome long con- 
tinuance; hereareno Harts and Ryes of the neld to ditturb 
the peace of the Chnich, as when ſhe living among enemies, 
had neer her by Gods juſt judgement) revengers of thetr re- 
volting 3 but now the Kingdome ſhall be yeelded to Chritt , 
for this is the time wherein the ſtore ut without 
hands; exc. Dan.2. 34.44 45. and 7.27, Fol itn this King- 
dome all enemies ſhall be tar removed , or rather taken ay ay 
altogether ; ſo that the Church ſhall tor ever hercafter live 
free from feare of them, Then all things ſhall attaine their 
ewn ends, and that whole Myttery ( Revei.10.7 
It is finiſhed ) which was toretold by the Prophets , for 
hitherto belongeth their lacred Oracles, Neither doe they 
further mention any notable change,til! our Lord ſitall come 
from heaven. For this is that fujnelle , then which nothing 
can be farther expected on earth , Which teemeth ro be mani- 
felted by this removing of all cauſes of viiturbing the Bride- 
groome hereafter. Let us then leave the Chriſtian Church 
of the Texves molt Aouitſiting,till Chritt Tranſlate his-hkence 
into heaven. 

Verl.5. Who is this that commeth up from the Wilderneſſe , 
leaning upon ber beloved © I raijed thee ut under the Ap pletree, 
there tl: mother brought thee forth,there je brought thee forth 
that bar thee. 

Hitherto hath beene ſpoken of the firſt younger daughter. 
Another f:ſter followeth : tor by this kinde ot inquirie we 
have twicc {cene a new ariſing of {ome Church to be ſhewed. 
And of this is a double ſlate declared , the beginning in this 
verle , the p.ogietfle inthe 6, and 7. Thename of rkis Na- 
tion which commeth up from the wildernefle (me ſeemeth) 
may eaſily be tuppoled out of other places of the Prophets. 
AS Ejay chap.19.23. &c. wherein he treateth of the calling 
of the Aſſyriums and the Egyptians ; for though many of 
either Nation were in former times indued with the ſaving 
knowledge of Chriſt , yet that ſmail number was nothing to 
this great sflembly now ſpoken of. Hither belonyeth that 
of ETck.47-1,2. and Icel cap.3.18. See Numb.zs.1 .achary 
extendeth the limits of this kingdome from ſeato ſea, cap. 
9.10. 4nd from the floud to the ent of theearth , for the pride 
of Aſſyria, exc, Zach.10.11, Wherefore this Church ſhall 
be that whole bordering Eaſtern Region , Arabia, Chaldea , 
Bub)yloma , Aſſyria, and Perſta, and thoſe inmoſt corners 
ot the Eaſt. _ T he waters flowing mto theſe Regtons , is the 
courle of the Goſpell wherewith they ſhall be watered; 
leanng upon herbelaved , ſhieweth her great familiarity with 
hira , 25 lovers are wont to caſt themſelves into the boſomes 
of their bcloved , and whereas ſhe was raiſed uÞ under an 
apple tree , welearned betore,that the Apple tree berokeneth 
nterour Magiltrates , ugder whoſe ſhadow the Bridegroome 
covereth Jus Church,as under Tamarisk and lower trees : the 
high aud loftie Cedars being cut downe, C4p.2.3.4. Where- 
fore the firſt infancie ofthis Church , ſeemeth to be governed 
by ſome inferiour Officer,whothough in the beginning there 
wanted the chicfe Princes authority , yer by his labour and 
diligence, he ſhall bring it to paſſe,that the ſecede of che truth 
ſowen ſhall ſpring up into the light , that men may behold 
it ; yetit ſeemeth more likely that this Magiſtrate ſhould 
be given them of the Jewes ; to whoſe rule the bordering 
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after the yeare 1550. 
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. Andtherefore this Charch loot 


Regions ſhall 
up under an Apple: tree , becauſe it ſhall be roled 
Government. . 


Verſ. 6. Set me 44 4 ſeale #hon thme heart , a4 a Stale » 
thine arme , for lovers firong 4s death » 1ealouſie as cruel a4 the; © 
| grave » the ceale; thereof are coales of fire , nIuchhath a moſt ** 
| velement flame. | 
| <uch was the beginning. The progceſſe ſhall be famous 
for ker marvellous and earyelt defire of piety , which is moſt 
 clegantly painted out-in her defire, and thereaſor thereof, 
Her delire 15,that ſhe may be as a fe1le on his heart and arme, 
as a note Printed with a leale , whereby the imprefiion of is 
might be alwell deepely fixed inwardly 16 the minde , as ap- 
peare alwaies outwardly to the fight , wherein ſhe defirerh 
that ſhe may cleave to him , as the fhgure is wont which the 
Print of the Seale hath made. Moſt yehement love requires 
the like againe. The ardent defire of love 15 expreſt by moſt 
fit ſimilitudes, for ſaying it i5 as ſtrong as death , ſhe ſlieweth 
thereby that none can reliſt the power thereof , death over= 
commeth the proudeſt ones by torce , ſothat it ſhould be 
follyto contend -with her. Thegrave is allo cruell wahout 
pitty,diſcourteous and inexorable , who deſpifeth all tuppli- . 
c1tions,nor is ever filled with prey:it daily devoureth an infi- 
nite multitude, and yet alwaies gapeth for new [poiles. Nei- 
thcr 15 jcaloutic lefle infatiable. 

Verl.7. Many naters Ginnot quench love , neuher can the. 
fonds drovnen : if 4 mannould give al! the jub[ance of bas 
loſe for love, u nenld utterly be contemned 
Therefore this loye ſhall be cternall,, which neithes adver 
ſity, nor proſperity, ſhall be able ro weaken, or any whit im- 
paiie: torthe chiefe icope hereot is to reach us,that the Light 
of the truth once kindled , ſta!! never be quenched againean 
theſe countries, whereby it manifeſtiy appeareth that here is 
ſomething expected to be done, and not to ſhew avy thing 
pait. Some knowledge of Chritt hath over-{pread the 
Laſterne Countries many apes fince , but the fiouds have 
overwhelmed it: and the wealth and riches of the world have 
al! ogether choaked it ; for not the leaſt part of crue religion 
hath there beene teene by many ages. Butatthe length Ly 
Gods mercy the truth ſhall plant her rootes in theſe lands , 
which no ſtorm or teimpeit ſhal pull up,nor faire allurements 
ſhall cauſe it ro wither. 

Vert. 8. We have alvutle [ifler , and (be hath no breafls : 
what ſhall ne do for cir ſiſter m the dy nu ſhe ſpall be ſpoken 
oyF 
4 Hecommeth now t9 the calling of a new Nation , we faid 
was another of the younger fifters. Our Nivines ſuppoſe 
theſe to be the words of the old Church, and her wiſhes to us 
Gentiles. But we have icen this Prophetic many yCcares agoe, 
carried beyord the age of that old Church , and now 
exercited in the farthett borders of our earthly habitation; 
Eſay ſeemeth roteach (chap. 1g.18.23.07.) whothis people 
may be in the latter tunes approaching; he joyneth three na- 
tions 11 a common protettion of the truth. The &fſyrians, 
I-exe5,and A.gy! trans. Of the Irnes and 4/Jyrrians,hath the 
Paranymyh \poken before, ard leemes to have reſerved the 
Egyptians, torthe laſt;which nation veiily imbraced Chriſt 
many ages ſince , ari was in times paſt very famous in 
Churches muck frequented , yet without doubr , the former 
times are not here reipected , but times yet to come, as the 
courle of things ſufficiently ſhewerh Ie 15 very likely that 
their owne proper places were certainly given toeach one in 
this ſong. Neither can it be that ſuch carefull order ſhould 
faile now at the laſt. Efay expreſly coupleth qr and 
Egyptinthe ſociety of one Religion : which never hapned 
in times paſt, when Egypt Aourifhed with true ptety : where- 
unto Afſſyria was then altogether a ſtranger. This is eſpe- 
cially to be noted , that ſhe calleth Egypt alittle ſiſter , ex- 
ceeded by 4ſſyria onely in the lattertimes , whichwas buta _ 
barren and thirſty land whilit Exype abounded with f = 
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annels. But at length Aria ſhall be overflown by a ſwift 
\Krea ag Som SeTenple , to whoſe Rivers the Egyp- 
"$:4n Nilus will be a very ſmall fountain. But Toe! ſaith,cap. 
* 4.19. Exypt ſhall be deſolate: and Zachary, cap. 10. 11. 
 Taith, her Scepter ſhall be removed. It is very likely that all 
' Mah *Thaul be deſtroyed there, before thoſe places ſhal 
= pbrain the Kingdom of Chriſt : bur this blotting our of the 
- Wicked doth not fignific an utter deſtrution,but a laying the 
way open to berter iphabitants, yeelding their power and au- 
” xthority to Chriſt his government. Eſay mentioneth the 
6 ng calamity, and forthwith their following happines, 
* Whilſt he giveth the knowledge of the language of Cann to 
- FHveCities, ca?. 19.17. He ſheweth why ics called alitcle 
© bne,by bounding that Church in ſo few cities. 


A wall before , Chap. s. verſ. 7. was the (afegard of the 
> Civill Magiſtrate : and they which executed that ofhce were 
© Called keepers of the wall ; compare it with chap 6.9 it ſeems 
here to ſignifie the ſame. As if ſhe ſhould ſay , 1t the Civill 
” povernours will yeeld their helping hand to build up and de- 
"z End the Fgyptian Church, they ſhall not want our ready aid, 
”” that they may do that with the more dignity. ! he gates inthe 
” Wall ace the Miniſters themſelves , which make an entrance 
> Forothers into the Church. As the new Terrſ/ern , all cloted 
-- with walls,hath rmelve Gates , mf ribed nith the names of thy 
twelve Aveſiles, Reve.21.12. This is then the meaning there- 
of. Ifſhe ſhall be naked, and without authority of the Ma- 
iſtrate, ſo that ſhe muſt be gathered and prelerved by the on- 
y truſt and indufttry of the Miniſters; Then will we every 
where fence theſe gates with Cedar boards , fo that they may 
be fitted againft force , not feeling any worm-eaten old age. 
For then ſhall the Church flouriſh with ſuch Authority, that 
ſhe ſhall not onely help her ſelf, but alſo her far remote Citi- 
Zens. 

Verſ. 10. I am amall and my breaſts like toreers, then was I 
in his eyes as one that found peace. 

The conſultation and decree of the ſiſters hath diſcovered 
the beginning ofthis Church. She ſheweth he Ig 
in own words. For anſwering their carefulnes , ſhe ſheweth 
her ſelf furniſhed with thoſe ornaments which they were a- 
_ Fraid ſhe wanted. Verely,not altogether deſtitute of the civill 
power , but ſome-what fenced with the aid thereof as with a 


for the Children,though in the beginning they were ſo ſmall, 
that they ſeemed altogether none , yet how they were grown 
10 that largenes that they might be worthily compared with 
Torrers. This peace which ſhe ſpeakcth of is that Marriage 
{as it ſeemeth\ which her ſiſters before pointed at, and is el{- 
where called Reſt, Ruth 3.1. As if ſhe ſhould ſay : after that 
my breaſts waxed ripe or imboſſed , I found that pleaſure in 
Chriſt,which Maids are wont to enjoy in Marriage. 

. Verſ. 21. Solomon had a vineyard at Baal-hamonghe let ont 
the vineyard unto keepers * every one for the jruit thereof eas to 
bring a thouſand preces of ſilver. 

Verſ. 12. My vineyard which is mine is before me : thonl O 

Solomen ) muſt have a thouſand , and thoſe that keep the fruit 
thereof two hundred. 
Hirhecto of the new Chriſtian Church, as it was diſtingui- 
hed into divers members, into the elder, and the three youn- 
ger ſiſters, whereot the firſt ts a Princeſs among the teſt. Now 
. Followeth that which is common aſwell on the behalf of the 
© Rridegroom,as of the Bride : that ofthe Bridegroom is two- 
fold. A care,and a Precept. The care of the Bridegroom to- 
wards the Univerſall Church is excellently declared by a diſ- 
fGmilitude taken from Solomon : Solomon let out his Vine- 
3 one: , andreceived a large yearly revenue from his 
6 rs: But 1 (ſaith the Bridegroom ) well take care of my 
.  Wagyerd myſelf. 1 gill not hire 1t forth, And the fruit whi 


Ly The fate of the Church. 


>, Vet. 9. If bebeanall,ne nil build upon her a palace of 
b fit ver , and if (be be a dore, we mill encloſe her with bourds of 
- Ce 


wall and Bulwark. Alſo her Breaſt fiom whom milk is drawn | 
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[1 ſhall receive, will be far larger then Solum'oms, Much good 
do it him with his profits, 1 do not envy him. Yet are they 
not tobe compared with mine. Neither is it a new thing 
for Kings to hire out to others that which exceedeth their 
houſhold fore. Mercerrs interpreteth the twelfth veiſe as 
ſpoken of the Bride her ſelf , like as in the firſt £ hapter and 
the ſixth verſe ſhe ſaith, {/- na; made a keever of the vines, 
and ſo ſhe might be now again, except perhays for ill lucks 
fake, then the Bridegroom hinſelt will heceatter undertake 
this care ( See Eſay 65. 22, 23. xc. ) loſt the peace of the 
Church ſhould atterward be dilturbed by lome tuch like neg- 
ligence. ; 
Verl. 13. O Thou that direlle(f is 1 
ons hear ken to tl-y vorce : cauſe me to! 
This precept teacheth tro what imploiment the Bride 
would give her ſelf for ever: They being ſubdued which 
durſt to mutter againſt her,and al! things tetled in moſt calm 
peace. We have often told you that the precepts of this 
Song are propheties of common aftaires. The bride is ſaid to 
dwell in the Gardens after the lame manner as before, Chap. 
4.12. when by Conſlanimes Authority ſhe was fenced by the 
ſafcgard ofthe Civill Law , but in thoſe laſt times the Magi- 
tirares over all,c{pecially in the new collectedCongregations, 
ſhall bend all their force to defend the Church ; herein only 
this ſhall difter from that , becaule the tirlſt garden was clo- 
{ed with one wall, their whole affaices adminiftred by one 
mans rule, this new Garden ( as allo that reitored, Chap.s. 
1.) ſhall be divided with many incloſures , for the variety of 
Preſidents which ſhall govern in ſeverall provinces. As con- 
cerning the Precept. The companions that hearken, are all 
the Citizens of the Church , forthen the Church bringeth it 
to paſſe that the Bridepgroom may hear her fellows , that is, 
her citizens and particular Congregations, when ſhe ſincere- 
ly delivereth the right way to beleeve in Chriſt, and io wor- 
ip God,fo that from her moſt wholeſome inſtructions , ſins 
may be acknowledged, mercy implored, goodneſle preached, 
and God inthe end may receive his due honour. This is that 
voice of the Companions,wherewith the Bridegroom ſhall be 
delighted, which from that time ſhall ſound in the Church 
forever , andwhich voice the Citizens learn to pronounce, 
liſtning to the doftrine and inftrution of the Church their 
Mother. 
Verſ. 14. Makg haſt, or fly hence my beloved, and be thou 
likg to a Roegor to a young Hart upon the mountains of Spues. 
Itis the common deſire in the Brides behalf, which is deli- 
vered in this verſe, for the Univerſall Church breaketh forth 
ifito theſe words , that the Bridegroom ſhould fly away into 
the mountains of Spices. What ? 15 ſhe now weary of his pre- 
ſence , whom with ſuch labour , ſhe before ſought being ab- 
ſent,that ſhe ſhould ſo ſoon command him out of her ſight ? 
No, but when the Spouſe earneſtly defireth that her beloved 
would fly ou7 of the garden into the mountains of Spices; it 18 
as if ſhe ſhould deſire, that leaving the earth he would return 
againe tothe heavenly fortreſle; for that mean the Monn- 
tams of £pices. Not that ſhe wiſheth (being alone and depri- 
ved of his imbraciugs)any longer to ſtick in the filty dregs of 
this world: but that ſhe earneſtly deſireth to fly hence her ſelf, 
together with her beloved, & ro come to the inheritance laid 
np for the Ele in heaven.For ſhe(one of the Siſters which e- 
ven now deſired that ſhe might be fixed to his heart,as a Seal, 
could not endure this divorce, to tarry here behinde him, 
This is all one with that of Saint Tohn,Rev.z2.20. Come Lord 
leſus ; differing a little in words. Tohnrequireth that the 
Bridegroom would ſhew Kimſelfro the world in the moſt glo- 
rious manifeſtation of his Majeſty , which is now covered 
from the eyes of the world at the right hand of the Father, 
and ſo at length would put an endto all things. The Spouſe 
defireth that this Beam , how bright ſoeyer, which ſhall then 
ſhine in the earth, would as it were colle his light,and with- 
|4raw it ſelf into heaven, Either of them wiſheth the end, 
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th it by comming from Heaven ! ſhe by depart- offereth it ſelf in the Revelation andelſwhere, 
; be be earth. Either of which we expect, comming |us to the end of all ( reprefſing or if 


firlt,the departure after. Hitherto goeth this divine Poeme, | Chriſt, Mar.1 3.32. by interpretation } may he 
but pointeth not out the laſt moment of time. Itis ſuſfici- [red from this fear, for all choſe accounts end, 10 
ent that it ſetteth forth the condition of the laſt Church Jews Converſion,or if they 0 a little farther 
more diſtin&ly and exatly, I ſuppole, then = other part of only two , which I have ſpoken of before | 
the Scripture. Many large and pleaſant Propheſies do aime within what fime the end ſhall not be , then atwhatino 
at the calling of the Jewes , but here almoſt all ſer up their itis ro be expected. Wherefore that of Chriſt reilh 
matk : but of the other Siſters coming to the truth by her without doubt, inthe ſame meaning as the wore 
help,they make a more obſcure and generall mention,yet out ly ſhew : The Angels themſelves kpor not the 
of this interpietation it may be underſtood how fall they are, verily ſhew this day by faith , and have many toke 
who ſet down the end of 5 world at acertain year out of ſome drawing neer , but 1 ſuppole we fail of any accountt 
lniced number in the Scriptures,elpecially if they compare bring us to any neer knowled e thereof. If anythink I 
this prophetic with the Revelation and Damel, For that Re- opcned a window ro lecurity removyin the bounds | 
ſurrection,Dan.1z.and Rev.20.12.Alfo that.It is dene,of the faroff : let him know it the ſhorrtnes © this life and 
ſeventh Viall, Keve.16.17- appertaineth to the calling of the uncertain move him not, neither will the neernes of 
[ews: So that where we expect the end of the world,there we move any whitat all. What matrer makes it whethe 
tind © beginning of a new Church,which is not like to be for himſelfe come to judgement in the ſight of all x 
a day or a week or a ſhort time. The Angel expreſly afftirmeth thou be drawn to judgement at his Tribunall Seat? of 
to be far & wide {pread, Rev .20.5.6.And giveth it a thouland eſt thou not to be carcfull of thine own end , unleſſe 
vears after the firtt Relurretion of the elder lifter. Now ſeing y of the whole world do accompany it ? Ler the nickgd be 
theChurch of the Jews ſhal begin to Rouriſh about 400.years| ſill, ver this thought will eatily Niake off the ſecurity 
ater that Relurrection,600.years at leaſt Mall be left where-, the godly , though this revealed truth may not a little bel 
in ſhe ſhall raign here upon the earth : but how long after,he | the tongues of the wicked , which draw altthings into doubesy 
only knoweth , who kgoweth all things. 1 can light upon whiles they read of fixed terms in foe mens works , and yY 
no mark or token of time that may give even the leaſt conje-, uſe learn them,to be deceived by conjeRure. As if the erxourF 
Qure; Dameel ſaith, after the deſtruction of the Turkiſh Em-! of blind man ( and ſuch verily are the ſharpeſt bghredin 
pire, (which ſhall be deſtroyed by Convettion of the Jewes )| vine Matters) ſhould be a ſufficicat Argument to ſubvert ne 
a ſpace ſhall be given for the reſt of the Beaſts to live, even; truth of God. We may be deceived in obſcure things, 
for a time,and a time appomted. But this ſpace is neither ex-| not plainly delivered to us of purpoſe, yet the Divine 
preſſed, neither perhaps ſhall the end of the World be joyned doth neither deceive , nor is deceived , as they too late , 
with the deſtruction of the remnant. T1 hat therefore which finde , which have deſpiſed it. Butler this be an this 
hath troubled many\,as 1t that certain limiting of time which. plain expolition. | 
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Xcceding praiſe be to thee O mercifull Father , together with the Sonne 

holy Ghoſt, which haſt ſo much reſpected our infirmity , that thou haſt? 
vouchlated to inform us of things to come even to thelaſt end. W hereby, and by” 
the uſe of times paſt we may be confirmedinthy truth, and not run headlong in» 
to unforcicen miſchictesin the knowledge of things to come. Letnot this knows. 
ledge vaniſh withourfruit T beſeech thee, but beſtow the comfort thereof upoht”? 
thy Church; that ſhelooking into the glory of thy Children may deſpiſe allthe: 
troubles and deceirfull delights of this, and may conſtantly proceed to that mark} 
tor whichthe Crown islaid up in Chriſt Jeſus, To whom withthee O Father,and: 
withthe holy Spirit, be all honour, praiſe and glory, for cver and ever, Amen. 
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© Riefe Notes out of ſeveral __ 
; y touching the riſing and fall, progreſſe,and fi- 
: nall ion of the Enemies of theChurch: with 
fome other obſervances out of divers writers. 
St. John wrote his Revelation and lentit to my 
-- fev urches in Aſta mmor, now called Natol:a. 
e it Auno 97. as Euſebius ſaith: in 99. a5 Irenenus! 
He dyed under Trajan, tvs. as moſt ſay ; But Terome 
ep fay ia 100. 
ppheſiets of things to come,and aot of things paſt. 
Ilobſerved by Maſter Briyg/1tman. 
dbe obſerved, for the better underflanding of this 
be, what names and Titles the Kevelation giveth to 
of the Church,which are as followeth. 
and laſt adverſarics are called a dragon ; an open 
ſe enemy to Chriſtianity , which were the Heathen 
dd now the Turkes , as the beſt expoſitors under: 
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Popes Spcatacles,or his Climattericall 
| in Auguſt, Anno 1623, 


fitors of the Reve-7 
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is this whores only ſtay and prop,(quis niſcir?) And ſo Iu 
us Naprer, and Brightman take it : but Donn thinks it | 
meant of the Germane Emperours , whoſe puniſhment ane 
deſtruion is deſcribed, chav. 17. and 13.ver/. 3. and 4. 

In the thirteenth chapter it is fatd that the firſt beaſt i; 
wounded and healed by a Dragon , before the ariting of : 
lecond Beaſt ; which Dragon ſome ſay was 4thau!! has tha: 
wounded Honors the Emperour, Anno 414. Others {21 
Odoacer , who overthrew Augnſtulus the laſt Romane Ce/,ry 
Another (viz. D. Forbes, now 4 Biſhop m Scotland ) Caith it 
was, T heodoricus the Offrogoth, An 476. Others A'aricns a 
Goththat ſackt Rome, Avno 541. Theſe were all heathen 
K1gs; andtheretore accounted among the Diagons,where 
of one healed the firſt Beaſt; viz the Pope. Nuere, 

Aﬀter this Rome was under the Exatches of K.tvermmy 1 "+ 
years which were Chriſtians ; then under the Lr1mbar ds 56 
years.-which at firſt were keathen,and after Arran, and had 
but a part of the Empire. 


md an@#third after the Dragon are two beaſts , the 
the Sea; the ſecond out of the earth. 

rth is called a Whore and Babylon, chap. t7.1.and! 
that Whore is called the great City, &c. which an 
time was onely Rome. 

an.the firſt Adyerſary, was deſtroyed by Conſtan- 
tin overthrowing Drocleſtan, Maxentives and Ma- 
0.311, be began his raign An.306.0r 307. 
overthrow of the Dragon,a Beait ariletk preſent- 
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orc Sea: which Br:ghtman expounds crroneous do- 
il ſo likewiſp hath he,Eccleſiaſticall Government, And 
- ac nes time Rome was called the firſt Sea , Conſtant:- 
— pope the ſecond, Alexandgia the third, Antioch the fournt h.and 

"Jar: the fifth. A Romaniſt at this day ſtyle the 
> Popes juriſdiction. Y 

72% =7_ po beaſt riſech out of the Earth, which is the Popes, 
©Ipiritual! and Temporall power , or rather his dear friends the, 
'Antichiiſti 


an 
A ..] beat cauſed all that dwell in the earth to worſhip the, 
Grſ Beaſt, h is the Pope z for they were his firſt buil- 
ers'and are his chiefpillars, &c. } 
- iſe called the Beaſt which was,and is not, cap, 
49.11. bywhich is meant the Romane Empire, in the Weſt, 
\ayhich lay void three hundred twenty five years , from Angus 
'(ulny, to Crrolus Maynus. 
42  Alfo,the beaſt was taken , andwith him that falſe Prophet- 
- (rhichwrought miracles , &c. Chap. 19.20, which ſeem to 
make them to be two diſtin perſons, 
"Thus alſo is Rome plainly deſcribed to be ſet on ſeven hils, 
ruling over the Kings ofthe carth ; which make Bellay- 
and Reberaboth Jeſuits, to confeſſe, that Rome'is the 
there meant. Romealſo maintains Jdolatry and Sa» 
>a in her Religion, Government, and Pollicy j which 
are is called Whoredome then the Pope is not the 
+ bur one of the Beaſts or Bawds rather ( if you will) 
hore. Forexample ; he maintains,Stews in Rome, 
g him yearly 40000. Duckets,and receiveth yearly of 
tizans 50000. » and granteth diſpenſations to 
>ardinals to ule in the three hot moneths of 
tar. 1 would know of any Jeſuite whether the Pope can 
na fin before it becommited. &c, As he did Henry the 
o marry his brothers wife : the King of Spare his 
the Arch dutches, Albertus , whom ſhe mighe call, 
Uncle, and Cozen, Andſol leave ir to the indif- 
pludge - whether he be the Whore, the Beaſt, or the 
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a to it upon a Beaſt , 
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perours z becauſe it is ſaid, verle 11.that, 


rm 1.3 


In this time the 17/igothes ruled in Spaine , the Alems in 
Gnimes and Ga/come,the French men 11 the refidue of France. 
the Vandals m Africk,, the Saxons m Britam, the Oftrog'! 
in Miſe and /{ungarrie, the Heyules ani! Tirmgesin Halyand 
Rome, Only the name of the Empire remained with Zorro in 
the Eaſt. Tranſamnndas King of the Vandalls in Africke ba 
niſhed 220, Biſhops An.45 9. About the timewas great alte 
ration of States and Kingdoms ; Carolus Magnus overthrou 
ing the Goths and Vandalls with Alaricys and the Lumbay! 
was by Pope Honors made Emperour of the Welt, An. $ 
( Melantthon and Languet ) 

So from Anugrnſtulus to Carolns Magnus the Empire was 
youd,325.years, wherein ſaith Eraſmins, A urchriſt was to a» 
tife. Downam, Nater,and Brightman, ſay he roſe when C11 
ſtantine removed the Empire ({ our of the way ) to Conſtantin: 
ple ; It is true, then the whore conceived the monſter, but Me 
bore himein her wombe 35. years before ſhe brought him 
forth in the fight of the world,z Thell.:, 

He that withheld was taken away by Conflintne, ( ir) 
when he overthrew Dyocleſtan,  axentins, and Main 
thelaſt of thole Dragons: neither is he there ſaid preſently 
ro appear, or be borninto the world,chap.13.11.49% 12, 

The (ccond Reaſt after his riſing, cauſcth the earth and 
them rhat dwell therein ro worſhip the firſt Beaſt , whote 

eadly wound was heated, Theſe were the Emperours : as 
, Phocus, who gavethe firfttitle of univerſall-Biſhop to Bun 
face the third. Bale faich;he was a Britain firſt named Winer: 
dus, Anno 606. Pepinand Charles the great , who gave great 
revenews to Leo the third, "But theſe were of the Race of the 
ſecond Beaſt.amil not of the Dragon. About 100, years after 
tire death of C:arles,the Roman Empire came to Ocho the fi;ſt 
German Emperour, An. g36-the Electors of the Empire were 
ordained, by Pope Gregory the ſeventeenth,and (tho thethird, 

Neither were Boniface or Leo the firſt Beaſt as (oine take it, 
for the two Beaſts were bred and born long betore, as hereat- 

ug jnly appear. 
1 ſhall ſuffice to diſtinguiſh between theDragon, 
falſe propher, and the whore, Rev.: 9.2, 
pn called alſo the devill and Satan is bound for 


1000? is firſt binding by Conſtuntme continued untill 
Zadok t mperour of the Turks: which was 1410, 
This drago weakced, Anno tos 1, but was not of full 


rowth untill C Ah firſt Emperour, Anno 1300, Then 
e Dragon and Wa \ aſled the tents of the Saints and 
the beloved city, « Who were the Chriſtians, In this 


time the Chriſtians recovezed again Icyialengand held it g2. 
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